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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This publication seeks to capture
some of the many events,
activities and occurrences of our
wonderfully dynamic community.
From Paris to Beijing and from
babies to weddings, there is
always something of interest in this
incredible place. It is intentional
that our school strives to not only
focus on the classroom but also
to move learning well beyond
the confines of what may be
considered a traditional education.

As one of the most experienced and long-standing International Baccalaureate
schools in the country, we seek to live out the International Baccalaureate
mission statement:
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable
and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end, the organization works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education
and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with
their differences, can also be right.
Developing an understanding of self and others is a key focus of our school.
Encouraging our students to look beyond themselves and to take opportunities
to serve and care for others is also a key ingredient. Really, this is all about
holistic education – seeking to develop students emotionally, academically,
physically and spiritually.
We do this by seeking to:
• Enhance our distinctive Christian heritage and culture.
• Pursue a relevant, engaging, challenging and authentic learning
environment for all students.
• Provide, value and celebrate student involvement in co-curricular programmes.
• Engage, value, develop and retain staff capable of achieving the vision and
mission of the school so they can flourish.
• Build and promote relationships both within and beyond the school
community.
• Enable collaborative and vibrant student and staff learning through the
provision of excellent resources and facilities.
It is exciting to be part of such a vibrant and dynamic learning community.
I do hope you enjoy experiencing a snapshot of St Paul’s as you peruse this
publication.
In Christo Futurum
Ian Wake

EDITORS’
COMMENT

Welcome to your Winter 2019 Futurum.
This edition features some of the amazing opportunities
available to our students including the Secondary
School Cultural Tour and the Junior School China Trip.
Grandparents’ Day, the Annual Ball with Debutantes and
the Mothers and Sons’ Breakfast are also highlighted.

We welcome several new babies and say a fond farewell
to a number of staff.
Winter Futurum also features the reflections of some
members of the school community who have had a long
association with St Paul’s. Former students, now current
staff, reflect on what has changed and what they love
about the school. The Robson family reflect on how their
grandparents have been attending Grandparents’ Day
for twenty and thirty years respectively. The strength and
longevity of these relationships demonstrate the very
special place that St Paul’s holds within our community.
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE...

20 SEPTEMBER
Duffy Medal

27 SEPTEMBER
Year 12 Farewell
Celebrations

27 SEPTEMBER
Valedictory Dinner
– Class of 2019

19 OCTOBER
Friends of St Paul’s
Colour Fun

21 OCTOBER
Ovations – Drama
Academy Showcase

14 & 15 NOVEMBER
Sojourn – Dance
Academy Showcase

25 NOVEMBER
Year 10 Formal

29 NOVEMBER
Christmas Celebration

3 DECEMBER
Year 6
Celebration Evening

5 DECEMBER
Secondary School
Presentation Assembly

5 DECEMBER
Junior School
Presentation Assembly

5 DECEMBER
Presentation Evening 2019
(Years 5–11)

SPGS COMMUNICATIONS
54 DAYS DURING TERM 1, 2019

3094

889

119,369

10,437

34,978

7852

7344

154,580

39,928

Facebook
followers

Website – unique
users

Outgoing
telephone calls
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Instagram
followers

Website –
individual page views

Incoming external
emails

my.stpauls
logins

Incoming
telephone calls

Outgoing
external emails

UPDATE FROM
THE SCHOOL BOARD
2019 promises to be a challenging but
exciting year for St Paul’s. As those with the
responsibility of ensuring that the school
has a clear vision of its future and is working
towards that vision, the members of the
Board this year will be working with the
school’s executive staff to develop a revised
strategic plan.

At Presentation Evening last year, the Principal announced
that we have been awarded a significant grant towards the
development of a new block that is to replace demountable
buildings at the school. Another important area of focus for
the Board this year will be securing the additional funds that
we need in order to be able to undertake this important and
greatly-needed building programme.

This plan will set the direction of the school for the next three to
five years and will seek to ensure that we have all the necessary
resources (human, physical and financial) to follow the direction
that is set. We do not expect that there will be any major
change in direction, but simply a consolidation of the significant
progress that has been made over the last few years.

• Miss Leonie Armour – a former school principal

Another area of importance that the Board will be dealing with
is the matter of religious freedom in schools. As a Christ-centred
school, St Paul’s believes that it is imperative that we are able to
continue to teach from the position of a Christian worldview.
To help us to understand the issues involved and to make
informed decisions, we have organised for a half-day education
session for the Board and executive to be led by a person who
has wide experience in education, government relations
and ethics.
The Board continues to strongly support and encourage the
school’s International Baccalaureate programme and the
associated international focus of the school. This focus includes
our sister-school relationships, our international student
programme and international cultural tours.
On the local front, we are also looking to forge stronger
relationships with tertiary education facilities which will benefit
our students by widening educational opportunities.

With the growth of our school, there are many new families
at the school and so I wish to take this opportunity to briefly
introduce the members of the Board. They are:
• Mr Philip Bryson – a former school principal
• Mrs Ruby Holland – an educational consultant, a former
principal of St Paul’s and parent of former students
• Mr Sean Lim – a businessman and parent of a current student
• Mr Peter Mackie – a management consultant, parent of
former students and grandparent of current students
• Rev Sarah Plummer – chaplain to NSW Police and parent of
a former student and a current student
• Mr Brett Redman – a businessman and parent of a current
student
• Mr Geoff Williams – a former school bursar
Mr Gary Murison, currently the Acting Director of Business and
Finance, expects to return to the Board in a few months.
The Board asks for your continuing support and prayers as we
consolidate our growth and development, as we come to grips
with the changes in education and as we seek to honour God as
we lead this great school.
Peter Mackie
Chairman
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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CULTURAL TOUR 2019

Over the last decade, numerous students from St Paul’s have had the benefit of participating in
the biennial Cultural Tour engaging in many learning experiences beyond the world of St Paul’s
and its surrounds. For many of these students it is one of the highlights of their schooling, as it
gives them the opportunity to experience guided learning independence on the other side of
the world.
This year was a little different. Because of some changes to
the school calendar, we needed to organise the Cultural
Tour again this year and we joined with students from
Blue Mountains Grammar School. Over the four weeks,
we travelled to the following countries:
• England

• Austria

• Belgium

• Vatican City

• France

• Italy

• Germany
We visited countless sites, monuments, churches and palaces.
We saw extraordinary countryside and architecture. Students
also had a little “down time” at Disneyland Paris, doing mask
decorating in Venice and cooking classes in Florence and
Barcelona! They also learnt how to do their washing at a
laundrette (and how clothes shrink or change colour, even when
you think you’ve chosen the right wash and dry temperature!).
Students’ collaborative skills were also developed as they learnt
to negotiate streets in new cities, as well as live in confined
spaces with each other over a four-week period.
France was probably the country where the most emotionally
charged events occurred – laying a wreath at VillersBretonneux and visiting Notre Dame, then watching the news
in horror and disbelief, the very next day, as we heard Notre
Dame was burning down.
The teachers thoroughly enjoy seeing the students develop
and grow in their understanding. We thank the parents
from both schools for entrusting their children to us for
four weeks. We also thank Mr Christopher Ingold from

4
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Blue Mountains Grammar School and Mr Dale Hall from
Pure Travel.
We are looking forward to the next tour in 2021!
- Fiona Ingold, Barry Ingold and Megan Gray
EXCERPTS FROM STUDENTS’ TRAVEL BLOGS
In the morning, we visited St Paul’s Cathedral where we looked
at the architecture of the building, burial sites and the dome
of the building. Then we went to the Globe Theatre where
Shakespearean plays are performed. At the Tate Art Gallery,
we were challenged to view many famous works of art
including: ‘Weeping Woman’ (Picasso), ‘Red on Maroon’
(Rothko) and ‘Marilyn’ (Andy Warhol). My favourite part of the
day was St Paul’s Cathedral because I liked learning about the
burial sites and the famous people buried there and the statues
that commemorate their deaths.
- Drew Tolson
It is the second day in London and we are having the best time!
We started our day at the Tower of London. After catching the
underground train, we were able to walk around the grounds
and discover things like the Crown Jewels, Bloody Tower, White
Tower, ravens, guards and prisoners. Despite the cold and rainy
weather, we still learnt a lot about its history and had a nice
lunch in the surrounding area. From there, we walked across
Tower Bridge. The British Museum was next on our list and we
got to see, first-hand, some amazing artefacts like the Rosetta
Stone! Harrods shopping was an experience! It was definitely
one of the most spectacular department stores I have
ever seen.
- Ilaria Sinka

We started our day with a guided tour at Westminster Abbey,
one of Britain’s most important churches. We saw multiple
memorials of famous scientists, actors and writers and saw
the Coronation Throne. Afterwards, we completed a walking
tour of London city. My group was fortunate enough to see
the Royal Guards and horses walking down the driveway of
Buckingham Palace. We walked past the main political area of
Westminster, Whitehall, 10 Downing Street, Trafalgar Square
and St James’s Palace. Next was St James’s Park, where we
enjoyed a picnic, boxed lunch. In the afternoon, we did some
brief shopping at Covent Garden and moved onto an early
dinner at Byron Burgers. A highlight of today was going to
see the School of Rock musical at the New London Theatre.
The musical was entertaining, filled with catchy songs and
talented actors. Overall, today was a fun day, filled with new
memories and laughs.
- Nikita Dhinaharan
After Ypres and our visit to the Flanders Museum, we started
on to Amiens. The first stop was Tyne Cot Memorial and
Cemetery. Visiting here really put in perspective for me how
many lives were lost in battle during World War I. I couldn’t
help but feel an immense sadness as I walked along the various

rows of graves, and read the names of the men, some as young
as just eighteen. To think that they never got the chance to
start a family, or left behind an already established life, most
probably with wives and children, really hit me emotionally and
made me think about the sacrifices given by people from all
occupations and walks of life so we could be free. The layout of
the entire memorial was very well thought out and respectful,
the memorial creating a remembrance which all those fallen,
known and unknown, could be remembered by.
- Ruby Sokol
Having my boat licence, I knew it did not take too much skill
to drive a small powerboat. However, I was quite surprised at
how the man skilfully manoeuvred the elongated powerboat
through the skinny canals of Venice, which I thought was only
home to the rowboats known as gondolas. The beauty of the
main island of Venice suddenly became evident, almost hitting
me in the face, as we had left the industrial region of the city.
Classical buildings entrenched with blue water surprised us all;
the students including me now knew for sure Venice was the
beautiful place it was said to be.
- Muhammad Kharroubi

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Family Profile: The Hogan Family
Who is the Hogan family?
The Hogan family consists of Richard
(Registered Surveyor), Tania (Town
Planner), Lauren (Year 10) and Sarah
(Year 8).
Where have you lived previously?
As a family we have always lived in
Penrith.
How do you like to spend time
together as a family?
Our “down time” is important to us.
We like to go to the coast to relax and
recharge by the ocean. Sometimes the
call goes out for “family game night”
where we play cards or board games
but this can result in a strong level of
competition!
Why did you choose to send your
children to St Paul’s?
We were considering our options when
we attended an information session for
St Paul’s Grammar School. We walked
out of that information session knowing
that this was the school we wanted to
send our children to. Lauren commenced
Pre-K the next year, which was the
inaugural Pre-K year. We value the
International Baccalaureate Programme,
the whole worldview and the way that

children are taught to be critical thinkers
through inquiry-based learning.
What are the things you engage with
at St Paul’s that you really value as
a family?
We regularly attend various concerts and
social activities at the school, particularly
those associated with the performing
arts. It is wonderful to watch our children

and others develop in their abilities over
the years. The end-of-year celebrations
are also a highlight.
What are some of things your children
enjoy at St Paul’s?
Both Lauren and Sarah enjoy the
performing arts programmes offered at
St Paul’s including music lessons (guitar,
violin and saxophone), dancing, drama
and singing.
What are some things you find
challenging as parents (or as a family)?
As with most families, the juggle of
work, school, extra-curricular and
home activities can be a challenge.
The days are always busy with never
a dull moment!
What has been a highlight for your
family so far in 2019?
Getting to spend time together during
the summer holidays was important.
What is your family looking forward to
in 2019/2020?
We look forward to attending planned
concerts and events and spending time
with our extended family and friends.
Most importantly, the routine of daily life
and simple daily pleasures should not be
taken for granted.
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Staff Profile

HAILEY
TANTALOS

How long have you worked at
St Paul’s?
This is my first year at St Paul’s.
Where did you grow up?
Orchard Hills
Tell us about your journey to becoming
a teacher.
I decided I wanted to be a teacher in
Year 12 after having some fantastic
teachers throughout my schooling
years who really left a mark on my life.
Early on I wanted to be a journalist as I
imagined I would travel the world and be
paid to write about it. Finally, I decided
I wanted a career where I could help
people and where I felt like I could make
a difference. I enrolled at the University
of Sydney, completing a Bachelor of

As a student, what was your favourite
subject at school?
Art was my favourite as I could create
something beautiful out of nothing and I
had freedom to express myself. I also had
a fabulous Art teacher who made every
class the most interesting part of my day.
As a student, what was your least
favourite subject at school?
I really liked school, so I don’t remember
disliking many subjects.
As an educator, what inspires you?
Seeing students overcome challenges
and adversity to achieve their best. I love
working alongside students to show them
how capable they are of achieving their
own success.
How does your faith influence your role
as a teacher?
It challenges me to see the good in
all people and to be thankful for each
person I teach and the unique gifts,
talents and character they have been
given. My faith gives me strength and
focus when situations get challenging
and a guide of how to respond to
situations I am confronted by.

for the greater good. The staff here go
above and beyond for their students. I am
very privileged to work across many areas
of the school in my role and I get to see
just how caring and committed the staff
are towards their students. I really enjoy
working in the PDHPE Faculty where the
staff make every day an enjoyable one!
Tell us about your family.
I have the world’s best husband, Nick.
We’ve been together for fifteen years!
We are the very proud parents of two
amazing little girls - Allegra, five years old
and Ariana, two years old. Allegra started
in Kindergarten at St Paul’s this year
and we are so very thankful our children
are going to grow up in the St Paul’s
community.
What hobbies do you enjoy?
I do not have a lot of time for hobbies with
two young children and working full-time
but I love to travel. Our family enjoys
experiencing new cultures. I like to think
of myself as a foodie, even though I am an
average cook at best. We regularly go out
for dinner and try new cuisines.
What is your favourite verse in
the Bible?

Human Movement and Health that was a
challenging but fantastic course. PDHPE
teaching allows me to combine my love of
learning with my interests in nutrition and
all things sport. It is a subject full of vital
life lessons.

What do you enjoy about working at
St Paul’s?
St Paul’s is a very friendly, welcoming
place. As soon as I started here, it felt
like home. I love how passionate the
students are about achieving their best
and volunteering their time and talents

“The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
saviour; my God is my rock, in whom I find
protection. He is my shield, the power
that saves me, and my place of safety.”
Psalm 18:2. For me, this sums up my faith.
God is a loving saviour who we can come
to in times of hardship and joy. In Him we
can find comfort and security from the
troubles in our lives.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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STAFF FAREWELL:

KAREN KEOGH
At the end of 2018 St Paul’s farewelled Karen Keogh when she
left for a position at Mount St Benedict College, Pennant Hills,
as Deputy Principal - Dean of Staff. Karen had worked at
St Paul’s for seventeen years.
Karen grew up in rural NSW and attended
school at Mackillop College in Bathurst.
She graduated from Western Sydney
University, Hawkesbury campus as a
teacher. Karen is married to Brendan and
they have two children Sam (SPGS 2018)
and Kate who attends St Paul’s. Her first
permanent job was at Emmaus Catholic
College where she worked for nine years
until arriving at St Paul’s in 2002.

provision of a breastfeeding room
and accreditation with the Australian
Breastfeeding Association as a
breastfeeding friendly workplace,
a first for a school in NSW.
I enjoyed working with the middle
leaders of the school to revise and
redevelop our Student Code of Conduct
in 2015, delivering a model that
encouraged the students to realise their

“In every role that Karen undertook, Karen used her
extraordinary ability to be well organised, to think ahead, to
get the task done and make sure that everyone knew what was
happening and how they could contribute. Her ability to make
a venue look amazing, for events like the Debutante Ball or the
Valedictory Dinner, were without comparison. The committees
that she chaired achieved their goals and resulted in positives
for the St Paul’s community. Karen performed every role she
undertook with distinction and was an exceptional member of
staff; she introduced many new initiatives to our community
that have now become school traditions.”
– Catherine Corry, Director of Enrolments and Public Relations

Karen was asked about the highlights
of her time working at St Paul’s in varied
roles.

“I worked over my seventeen
years promoting equity and
excellence in all the positions
I held. I was committed to
the provision of professional,
practical and personal support
to the staff, students and
parents in all my roles.“
In 2007, I became chair of the Equity
and Diversity Committee. This enabled
me to provide practical action for
the St Paul’s community including

8
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God-given talents and seek the highest
standards in everything they do.
Another highlight was in 2016 when
I worked with the School Captains in
the development and execution of an
online student wellbeing tool featuring
extensive consultation with students
and staff.
In 2017, I worked with then Deputy Head
of the Junior School, Julie-Ann Thomas
to develop programmes that enhanced
the school’s commitment to respectful
relationships. This work led to the
establishment of a relationship with
the Haven – Nepean Women’s Shelter,
of which I am a board member.

This relationship allows the students to
support women in their own community
in practical ways.
In 2013, I started assisting with the
St Paul’s Cadet Rural Fire Brigade.
I would never have imagined that
I would enjoy this but they needed a
“girl teacher” to attend a camp in the
holidays and so it began. I loved the
six years I helped with the cadets. The
annual championships were always the
most extraordinary experience and
opportunity for the students to learn
so much about themselves, teamwork,
resilience and about being of service
to others.
Finally, the biggest highlight for me
from my time at St Paul’s would be the
many and varied events I was involved
in or coordinated. These opportunities
to bring the community together are
distinctive of the St Paul’s community.
What is one piece of advice for current
St Paul’s students?
Be courageous and set yourself goals,
many realistic and perhaps some fanciful
– you may just surprise yourself; develop
a sense of justice towards others and be
true to the values you hold dear; admire
heroes who inspire you.
Thank you, St Paul’s, for the past
seventeen amazing years. It was so much
more than a job; it’s been my other family
and my heart is full of happy memories
of the people I have had the joy of
journeying with and memories I will
hold always.

STAFF FAREWELL:
Trish Storrie
Trish Storrie left St Paul’s at
the end of 2018 as the Storrie
family moved to Taree. Trish
was an amazing teacher
who demonstrated a love of
children. She taught across
the grades as a release from
face to face teacher and also
job shared with her husband,
Rob during her time at
St Paul’s. Trish also taught in Pre-K when a second teacher was
required. A confident educator, Trish is missed.

Sharon Mallin
Sharon Mallin commenced at
St Paul’s in September 2017 as
the Assistant to the Director
of Enrolments and Public
Relations (Communications).
During her time at St Paul’s,
Sharon was instrumental
in the development of
new procedures and
improvements in the school’s
communications. She also managed the publication of three
editions of Futurum magazine. We wish Sharon all the best as
she moves on from St Paul’s.

Rob Storrie
After many years of faithful
service, Rob Storrie
completed his time in the
Junior School at the end of
2018. During his time at the
school, Rob taught Year 2,
Year 5 and Year 6. He was also
a strong advocate for student
welfare, particularly as the
Junior School Head of House
for Strathdon. Rob also served as ICT Integrator, working with
teachers and technology. An avid AFL fan, Rob was often seen
riding his scooter around the school! Rob took up the position
of Head of Junior School at Taree Christian College at the
beginning of 2019 and is sorely missed.

Jane Locke
During Term 1, we farewelled
Jane Locke who left to take
up a consultant position
with Wesley Mission. Jane
enjoyed teaching across
the grades and was known
for her gentle manner and
understanding of children.
Her new position allows her
to continue with her passion
for pastoral care and mission. We wish Jane every blessing as
she responds to God’s calling.

Julie Tonowicz
Julie Tonowicz commenced
at St Paul’s in June 2017 as the
new Director of Business and
Finance after Gary Murison
took his well-deserved
retirement. In the time Julie
was at St Paul’s, she continued
the development of the
school’s financial systems and
processes. Julie was always
keen to be involved in the full life of the school and approached
her role with energy and enthusiasm. We wish Julie all the best
in her future endeavours.

Linda Weeks
Linda Weeks is an enthusiastic
Teacher Librarian who
promoted reading and
literacy at St Paul’s for
almost two decades.
To promote appreciation
and love of books and other
resources, she assisted with
the introduction of DEAR
(Drop Everything and Read),
developed literature circles learning activities, selected and
purchased thousands of titles and continues to contribute to
library reviews. Linda innovatively promoted digital literacy and
web tools to support inquiry-based learning with development
of research skills, and critical and creative thinking. To this end,
she created and maintained library web pages. Linda led many
community service projects including Trauma Teddies and
Wrap with Love.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
A longstanding tradition at the school,
our annual Grandparents’ Day is one of
the highlights of the St Paul’s calendar.
This year, on Friday 5th April, we welcomed approximately
seven hundred grandparents to the school to share the St Paul’s
experience with their grandchildren.
Grandparents’ Day is a wonderful opportunity for grandparents
to join their grandchildren at school for the day, to see them in
their classes and to find out what is happening in and around
their school.
The day began with a concert featuring music, dance and drama
performances by our talented students. Following the concert,
our grandparents enjoyed a delicious morning tea before joining
their grandchildren in their classes to see twenty-first century
education in action. We also held a Book Fair in the Junior
School Inquiry Centre. The day concluded with a catered lunch,
which grandparents enjoyed in the school grounds with their
grandchildren.
This annual event, significant to students, families and staff
alike, is a celebration of the unique role that grandparents
play in the lives of our students.
Many grandparents attend each year and some travel great
distances to be able to participate in this special day. It is always
a pleasure to be able to host our grandparents and honour the
role they play in our school community.
10 FUTURUM WINTER 2019

2009

My mother-in-law and father-in-law, Maureen
and Ernest Robson, proudly attended
Grandparents’ Day today. They have never
missed one in thirty years. Today was their
thirtieth and final Grandparents’ Day; my
daughter Grace is the youngest grandchild
and in her final year.

2011

My parents were there as well, Albert
and Alison, and it was their twentieth
Grandparents’ Day.
Thank you to the St Paul’s community
for extending your kindness to them and
allowing them this time to be part of St Paul’s
with their grandchildren. Between them
they have seen seven grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren attend the school.
– Rhonda Robson

2015

2019
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ALUMNI

St Paul’s is fortunate to have several former students currently on staff, in a variety of
permanent and casual roles. In this edition, we feature reflections from some of the current
staff who are also alumni on how St Paul’s has changed and what they love about the school.
ZAC ABELA
Whilst staff have come and gone and buildings have been built, I do not think St Paul’s
has fundamentally changed in its identity. It has stayed true to its mission to be a Christcentred community that provides an exceptional education for its students. I take great
comfort in that, because it’s what I experienced as a student here. I am honoured to pass
on that same legacy.
An observation you can’t help but make when you enter the school gates is the way that
staff interact with each other and their students. There is a warmth, professionalism
and genuine care that is very special, and I believe, comes from the work of God, in
the life of this place. St Paul’s is by no means a perfect school (is there such a thing?) but
it is a grounded school that operates with a desire to live out Jesus’ example of humility,
service and an eye towards the future.

MADDI LEVA
Obviously, the school has had some amazing improvements such as the beautiful café and
canteen, and the other new buildings and classrooms. There were also larger cohorts of
students. Whilst I studied at St Paul’s – I remember there being roughly 100 to 110 students in
my Year 11/12 cohort. The uniform is completely different too! We were led and guided by the
great Dr John Collier when I was a student here. Aside from that, everything else was just so
familiar to me. It was great starting at a “new” school and already completely knowing my way
around.
I love that after eleven years, I’ve been welcomed back into a community that I loved so much
as a student. The goals and motto of the school have been set in stone and it’s amazing to see
this hasn’t changed. The staff here all want the same thing for students as when I was here
– to be nurtured in a Christian environment and allowed the opportunity to develop in
academic, sporting, creative arts and extra-curricular activities. St Paul’s wants its students
to shine and to go on to be adults that shine. I love that my students are happy to come to
class, they are eager to learn. Their approach to class is so encouraging and positive. It makes
the job of a teacher just that little bit easier. I loved being here as a student, so I love being back
here as a teacher.

CHARLOTTE DACZKO
Over the last four years, many changes have occurred at St Paul’s. There is now more
variety in terms of extra-curricular activities, such as the school musical. Other changes
also include free personalised tutoring in the Secondary School Library.
I love that St Paul’s allows equal opportunity for all students. It does not matter if your
interests are in sport, drama or debating, as there is something for everyone.
I am also grateful for the international and global perspective of the school, as I have been
fortunate enough to receive scholarships to study Psychology at UCLA and Vancouver
Island University due to this.
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EMMA CULLEN
There have been some changes at St Paul’s since I was a student. We have changed
uniforms, principals and chaplains. The senior playing fields have been moved and the café
has been added on. Also, as a lover of musical theatre, it has been exciting to see St Paul’s
revive the musicals, as we didn’t have one during the time I was here as a student.
I love so many things about St Paul’s! Amongst the changes that have happened at the
school since I was a student, two of the things I love most about the school have remained
the same. Many of the loving and dedicated teachers who supported me throughout my
secondary school journey still remain at the school. It is a pleasure to continue to learn from
them and work alongside them now. Most importantly though, I especially love the
strong focus on Jesus as our foundation. Our Christian philosophy has and continues
to shape our school into the wonderful place it is. I am thankful for the opportunity to
work in a place where Christ is at the centre of all we do.

PETER HORAN
The major changes I have seen seem to be all physical. Some new buildings and
improvements to existing buildings. There is grass where previously there was mud.
Covered walkways and asphalt paths throughout nearly the entire school. The culture of
the school still feels the same – a supportive environment where students can excel in
different areas.
I love the sense of community that being a part of St Paul’s brings. I felt it as a student and
now again as a staff member. Our students are genuinely enthusiastic about taking
advantage of the multitude of opportunities presented, whether that be in the field
of academics, sport or performing arts, and they are well supported by staff, parents
and their peers. There is always something happening that you can be a part of.

CAITLIN MCDOUGALL
I love that students are given opportunities to participate and flourish in a number of areas
of school life, from service learning trips, sporting teams, academics, sound team and rural
fire cadets, to the performing arts or serving at the café.
The strong sense of community and belonging are key to the growth of our students,
which is supported by the great pastoral care system in the school and by staff that
genuinely care about the welfare of the students. I am grateful for the support and
opportunities that were provided for me as a student, and I am thankful to be in a position
where I can now give back to the students and wider school community.

TAYLER WHAN
Since leaving St Paul’s, I have seen some positive changes within the community.
Mr Wake has taken on the leadership of the school as the school’s Principal. The student
numbers have increased and there have been many new staff joining the community.
One of the greatest changes the school has made has been going from a canteen in a shed
towards the back of the school, to a beautiful café centrally located on the school grounds…
with amazing coffee!
There are lots of things I love about St Paul’s. The community of the school is a highlight.
Since starting school in Year 6 to now being a staff member, the school has always been a
place where I have felt welcomed by the staff, students and parents. Working at St Paul’s has
further developed my appreciation and love for the school as I work with the staff to provide
an inclusive environment, as we provide access to resources to ensure student success.
While working at St Paul’s I have been involved in Girls and Gospel on Wednesday mornings.
I love watching young women explore their faith as they question, discuss and pray with one
another. I love that the school allows this opportunity where students have a choice to be
involved and grow in their faith.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
CHINA TOUR 2019
DAY 1 – SATURDAY, 13 APRIL 2019 /
SYDNEY - SHANGHAI
We all had to wake up early and get to the airport by 7.00 am.
We were all unsure about the ten-hour flight that was coming!
Two hours after take off, our first meals arrived; we got our
drinks and chips. Three hours later it was time for more food;
some of us had full meals like vegetable lasagne. The flight
was very long and at times boring, but there were plenty of hot
drinks and cookies and movies to watch.
We arrived in Shanghai and caught the high-speed train into
the central business district. The trip lasted seven minutes,
a trip that would normally take thirty-two minutes on a regular
train. We then took a coach to the hotel. It was late and dark.
On the coach ride our local guide Rachel, and national guide
Martin, told us jokes, stories and information. We all had to
remember our roll call number in Chinese for the next day.
- Leo Lewis and Lachlan Kumar
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DAY 2 – SUNDAY, 14 APRIL 2019 / SHANGHAI
Today we went to Tongli, a famous water town in Shanghai.
It was very interesting. We went on little boats along the canals.
Next, we went to the tallest tower in China and the second
in the world, Shanghai Tower. In the evening we went to see
‘Era’ the acrobatic show. It was amazing; they were able to fit
eleven people on motorbikes in a spherical cage and lots of
contortionists were able to fit in one bucket. It was an
amazing show.
- Jaimee Gale and Ellie Drayton
DAY 3 – MONDAY, 15 APRIL 2019 / SHANGHAI
Everyone was super excited to go to Shanghai Disneyland,
even the parents and teachers! On the way to Disneyland we
did karaoke with Mrs Day. After karaoke we spotted a castle
which was huge and it was Disneyland. We started to get ready.

DAY 6 – THURSDAY, 18 APRIL 2019 / CHENGDU
Today we travelled by coach for forty minutes to visit the Giant
Panda Research Base where they have one hundred and ninety
pandas. When we arrived at the base, we walked through the
gate and saw a fabulous lake called Swan Lake.
We then kept walking to find forests of bamboo all stacked
up tall from the ground. Then we started spotting some baby
pandas. However, they were mostly older pandas, sleeping on
trees, walking around and even eating bamboo.
We then went to an indoor enclosure where we saw pandas
inside and up close. There were also some babies and parents
in there. There was an incubator but there were no babies at
the time of year we were visiting.
Finally, we went to see the adorable red pandas who are part
of the raccoon family. We also went to a bamboo restaurant for
lunch where we had many different meals including sweet and
sour pork, bamboo stalks and the best meal so far, chips!

We went through security and we got in groups to go on the
rides together.
The first ride Mia and I went on was ‘Flying over the Horizon’
which was super fun. Then we went on a couple more rides and
had some ice cream and fairy floss. Our favourite ride was the
‘Seven Dwarfs’ which was a roller coaster with carriages made
in the shape of mine carts. It went fast and there were many
little jolts. We were very tired after our day and couldn’t wait to
go to sleep but we had a really great time at Disneyland.

After the Panda Base we went to the ‘People’s Park’. As soon as
we stepped into the park we were overwhelmed by the smell
of food, one of them being toffee. We then walked over to a
memorial for the people who died building the train track from
Xian to Shanghai; this tower was made to honour them.
As we walked on, we saw a unique market. We even saw a
man doing a handstand on his head. Inspired by this man Ellie,
Hannah, Famke, Holly and Jaimee started a small acrobatics
continued…
show!

- Hannah Vicary and Mia Jakobsson
DAY 4 – TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2019 /
SHANGHAI - CHENGDU
This morning we went to the Bund in Shanghai, which is in the
old part of the city. There was a building that had a crown on
the top that Tom called “King Julian” tower. Then we walked to
Yu Yuan Garden which is over four hundred years old. We loved
the garden statues in the park and there were many turtles and
fish swimming in the ponds. Then we went to the airport for a
three-hour flight from Shanghai to Chengdu.
- Tom Gilpin, Anthony Grima and Ellie Drayton
DAY 5 – WEDNESDAY, 17 APRIL 2019 / CHENGDU
On Wednesday, we visited our sister school, Deyang Foreign
Languages School. We participated in a variety of activities
such as art, calligraphy writing, romper stomper, dancing,
music and a special Chinese game.
After a busy morning, we sat down for a buffet lunch in the
cafeteria and then enjoyed a game of basketball while some
people went for a run on the athletics track.
After we left the school, we went to a mountain for bushwalking
and we saw a famous statue. When we reached the top we saw
Chinese opera masks and went to see a Chinese beach next
to a lake which was completely different to our beaches.
We also enjoyed some local food and then we headed back
to the hotel.
- Laura Davies and Famke Cullan
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After going through this unique garden we took another bus to
Jin Li Street Market where we could buy anything we wanted.
There were a variety of products in the market including
octopus skewers, hand-made scarves and Starbucks!

DAY 8 – SATURDAY, 20 APRIL 2019 / XIAN

For dinner, we were taken to an amazing hot-pot restaurant.
We were all given pots with boiling water. Some had the half
‘n’ half, one side plain and one side spicy, but others got only
plain. Next, we were given a variety of raw foods that you could
cook in the water. You would wait for it to cook and remove
it with a lathe. The spicy water was spicier than expected so
everybody had to mix the flavours to get a more subtle taste.
The raw foods consisted of eel, octopus and beef. Even though
we all had the hot-pot, there were was also a buffet on the
side which included dumplings, mango pudding, tea and our
favourite - cream buns.

The Emperor of China wanted his soldiers to be buried in his
tomb for his afterlife but the governor said that it was a bad
idea because the soldiers were the ones with weapons and they
could turn on him. The emperor then gathered the best artists
in China and they had to make exact replicas of each soldier.
Today parts of the collection are open for public viewing.

Our busy day ended with a famous show where we watched a
funny man playing with fire, changing masks, hand puppets
and more.
- Paige Hawkes and Saisha Nariani
DAY 7 – FRIDAY, 19 APRIL 2019 / CHENGDU - XIAN
We had an early start to the day, waking up at 5.30 am to catch
a train from Chengdu to Xian. When we got off the train we
headed for lunch and then to the Xian City Wall which is the
most complete ancient city wall in China. We rode bikes around
the entire wall which was tiring but we finally completed it.
There was a hotel change so we got to stay in an amazing
hotel with the best food. After dinner, a few of us looked at the
Spring Festival lights. My favourite part was the Spring Festival
lights and my least favourite was the bike ride because it was
too long.
- Abigail Saunders
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Today we went to the Terracotta Warriors. We learned that
a local farmer was the first to rediscover the warriors as he
completed his digging for a well.

We then went to a temple, the Wild Goose Pagoda.
It tilted to the left and is known locally as the ‘Tilting Tower’.
At the end of the day, we got to make and eat dumplings and
went into a theatre. When we finished, we went back stage
quickly and had a quick look. We went back to our seats and
watched the Tang Dynasty show. It was very beautiful and
colourful.
- Stella Muscat and Ruby Jacob
DAY 9 – SUNDAY, 21 APRIL 2019 / XIAN - BEIJING
Today it was Easter and we gave Easter eggs to each other.
Then we went on a train to Beijing.
On arrival, we went to the Summer Palace, which was built
because it gets hot in Beijing during the summer and the
imperial family wanted a palace located nearer a lake, as it was
a lot cooler. Originally, the Summer Palace was built for the
emperor but now this historical site is open for everyone to go
there. It is also home to the world’s largest corridor which is
seven hundred and twenty-eight metres long.
After the visit we went out for dinner; the food tasted like it was
from Australia so I think everyone enjoyed their food.
- Giorgio Avgerinos

DAY 10 – MONDAY, 22 APRIL 2019 / BEIJING
Today we climbed the Great Wall of China. We found out the
wall is approximately twenty thousand kilometres long and
it would take thirty-two days to walk the entire length with
rest breaks.
We left the hotel early and drove to the Great Wall. It took one
hour to get there.
Once we arrived, we went up to the chair lift and lined up.
We scanned our tickets when we got to the front and went
up to the wall, high in the mountains above us. Once we
reached the top, my dad and I went to the left and took some
photos. After this we went back to the right and met Leo and
Mrs Sparks; they had been running for a while. We decided
to stick with them for the rest of the day. Finally, we walked to
the toboggans to take us back down from the wall. Once the
toboggan arrived, we went down and Leo kept telling me to go
faster but I couldn’t because someone was in front of me.
After our visit to the Great Wall we went to the markets.
- Alexander Hawkes
DAY 11 – TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019 / BEIJING
Today we went to Tiananmen Square. It is the biggest city
square in the world. It was super busy with many people.
We then went to the Forbidden City, which has so many rooms.
There were 9,999 ½ rooms in the palace. We then went to visit
the hutongs. We travelled there by rickshaw.
After this, we went to a house where local people live and had
a yummy lunch. They showed us how they drew and painted
inside a bottle. It was incredible and when we tried, it was so
hard to do. It takes so much skill to do it.
After that, we painted our own design onto kites and they
looked amazing at the end. We took the kites to a park and
flew them.

We saw locals playing ‘shuttlecock’ or ‘jianzi’ and it looked like
so much fun so we got one and started to play. It was super
hard but really fun.
Then we went to dinner which was Italian and delicious.
I had an amazing pizza.
Because it was the last night it was sad to go to sleep because
the trip was coming to the end.
- Ella Jacob and Abigail Saunders
DAY 12 – WEDNESDAY, 24 APRIL 2019 /
BEIJING - SYDNEY
Today we are happy and a little sad that it is our final day of the
China Tour. We were able to have a much needed sleep in and
had to meet in the lobby after breakfast at 11.30 am.
A lot of students and parents purchased extra suitcases to take
home all the shopping. Packing was not fun. Before we left, we
were presented with certificates. It was very cold and wet as we
boarded the bus to visit the Temple of Heaven. Unfortunately,
due to an official visit, the complex was closed.
After we all purchased extra ponchos, shoe covers and
umbrellas we walked about ten minutes to a local tea house,
in the rain. We all gathered in a lovely warm room while our
local host showed us how to taste five different types of tea.
We were all very impressed and the tea was very nice.
Our final dinner was Peking duck. The food was beautiful.
The chef came to our table and sliced the roast duck.
Our waitress demonstrated how to make a ‘duck pancake’!
It was delicious.
After dinner, we got back on the bus to go to the airport.
We all did three cheers for our teachers, tour leaders, parents,
(and the children).
Our flight was delayed for several hours so it was a long and
tiring end to a very busy thirteen days.
- Holly Goedee
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MOTHERS AND SONS’
BREAKFAST

On Wednesday 8th May, St Paul’s hosted our Year 7 and 8 boys and their
mothers to a breakfast in honour of Mother’s Day.
Over the past six years, St Paul’s has hosted breakfast events
for middle school students and their parents, rotating between
mothers and fathers with their sons and daughters. These
important events form part of our commitment to partner with
our parents and facilitate events that help reinforce positive
relationships between parents and their adolescent children.
We were delighted to welcome John and Karen Lavender as
our guest speakers at the event. John and Karen are former
parents of the school with each of their three now adult children
attending St Paul’s for at least a portion of their schooling.
John and Karen have been involved in ministry at Glenmore
Park Anglican Church for over twenty years where John is the
Senior Minister. As well as her extensive ministry experience,
Karen has written and run practical parenting courses in her role
as a Paediatric Occupational Therapist. With such a wealth of
experience, John and Karen provided a very warm and relaxed
atmosphere as they addressed our boys and their mothers.
John and Karen’s passion for encouraging strong families was
clearly displayed through both the wisdom of their words and
the practical activities that they had the mothers and sons
engage in. The activity emphasising the critical importance of
active listening certainly got the room buzzing with some very
active and animated role play on display! We were very blessed
to have John and Karen as our guest speakers and we are very
thankful they were able to attend the breakfast.
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MEL MAVIN
& LUCAS MAVIN

FIONA HAMANN
& DARCY DIGGES

KERRIE FELLOWES
& HAMISH FELLOWES

What did you enjoy about the breakfast?
“I enjoyed being able to have one-onone time with Lucas. As a busy mum, with
three children, it is not often that Lucas
and I get to chat together without the rest
of the family. It was lovely to hear him talk
about the things that we do as a family
that are special to him.”

“The Mothers and Sons’ Breakfast was
delightful, with beautiful food. I always
thought my son and I were pretty clued
up on each other, but I learned we didn’t
know some basic fundamentals. More
specifically, Darcy learned I was not born
in 1883!”

- Mel Mavin

- Fiona Hamann

“I enjoyed that we got to sit with our
mothers and our friends with their
mothers, and to see them having fun
together. I also enjoyed the food and
the talk.”

“The Mothers and Sons’ Breakfast was
a great opportunity to spend quality
one-on-one time with my mum. We spent
the morning doing quizzes and having
a laugh. It was great fun, and everyone
seemed to agree.”

- Lucas Mavin

- Darcy Digges

“I loved everything. It was lovely catching
up with other mothers and sons in the St
Paul’s community but more importantly,
having one-on-one time with Hamish.
I loved the activity where we had to
answer questions about our sons and
they had to do the same for their mothers.
It was great to see how much we knew
about each other.”
- Kerrie Fellowes
“I really enjoyed the food at the breakfast.
I also liked being able to sit with other
sons and their mothers and being able to
do the questions in the booklet was fun.”
- Hamish Fellowes

What was your ‘takeaway’ from the morning?
“I thoroughly enjoyed John and Karen’s
talk. It was down to earth, easy to relate
to for both mothers and our boys, and a
practical reminder to be kind, gentle and
patient with one another. The picture
that I will remember is how John spoke
about us sitting on a chair and that we
need all four legs of the chair for it to
work. John talked about Jesus at a similar
age to our boys and how He was growing
in four things - in stature, in wisdom, in
His relationships with others and in His
relationship with God. Jesus needed
these four things. Our boys too need
these things: physical growth, mental and
emotional growth, growth in friendships
and growth in their relationship with
God. Without this fourth ‘leg of the chair’,
building their relationship with God,
it all falls over. What a privilege it is to
encourage our boys in this way.”

“The thing that I took away was that
family is more important than you think.
Having respect for each other and paying
attention to someone when they speak
to you is important. I liked the game we
played to pretend to not pay attention.”
- Lucas Mavin
“The speakers, John and Karen Lavender,
impressed on me the importance of
staying present and attentive when
having family time. Put away the
distractions and treasure the special
moments. The breakfast was one of
those moments.”

“To be present in our sons’ lives. Remove
the distractions of life, slow down and
have quality time together as a family.
As the saying goes, ‘Stop and smell the
roses’.”
- Kerrie Fellowes
“My takeaway from the guest speaker
was getting good advice about what
you should do as a family to get a better
family connection, like sitting with each
other when everyone is free and talking to
each other.”
- Hamish Fellowes

- Fiona Hamann
“The speakers explained how we should
cherish the time we have with our family
and never take it for granted.”
- Darcy Digges

- Mel Mavin
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE:
SUSAN RUMING

Artwork by Mackenzie Giri.

Earlier this semester, Year 3
inquired into the Primary
Years Programme (PYP)
Theme: Sharing the Planet.
Specifically, Year 3 looked at the biomes
of the world and the changes that occur
in those biomes – both naturally and
because of human influence.
To support their understanding of the
unit of inquiry, Year 3 were introduced
to the stories written by Jeannie Baker.
Ms Baker is the author and artist of many
well known books including ‘Where
the Forest Meets the Sea’, ‘Mirror’ and
‘The Hidden Forest’. In addition, Susan
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Ruming, a local artist and a member of
the St Paul’s Grammar School community,
worked with the students to enhance
their understanding and appreciation of
the art-making process used by Jeannie
Baker.
As Mrs Ruming worked with the Year
3 students over four weeks she used
Baker’s wordless picture book, ‘Window’,
as a catalyst for the students to make
their own Jeannie Baker inspired collage.
Mrs Ruming encouraged the students to
find and consider the details within each
page of collage, and guided them in the
collage-making process. The students
considered perspective and background,
as well as the construction and

composition of their works. Finally, using
various papers, natural materials, scraps
and found objects, students engaged in
their own art-making.
This collaboration and art-making
process enabled work around many
student outcomes. Through the rich
resources of talented artist, Susan
Ruming, and the work of thoughtprovoking collagist, Jeannie Baker,
students were able to explore their Godmade world in a little more detail, gaining
a greater understanding of and deeper
appreciation for the world around them.
Laura Willett
Grade Coordinator, Junior School

God saw all that
he had made, and
it was very good.
Genesis 1:31

Artwork by Chloe Williams.

Artwork by Ebony Gavin.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS
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ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR
SCHOOL MUSIC ACADEMY
Soundscape, the annual concert for the
Music Academy Ensembles Programme,
was held on Monday 3rd June at the
Q Theatre, at the Joan Sutherland
Performing Arts Centre in Penrith.
The event provided a performance showcase of co-curricular
music ensembles featuring a wide range of musical genres.
Music Ensembles and Speech and Drama Ensembles from
both Junior School and Secondary School were featured, and
performed brilliantly for a warm and enthusiastic audience.

The following ensembles performed:
• The Céilí Band (Years 7 to 12)
• Cello Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Chamber Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Hipnosis Jazz Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Jukes Ukulele Ensemble (Years 3 to 6)
• Mestropolis Percussion Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Saints Junior School Band (Years 3 to 6)
• Speech and Drama Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• String Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Wind Ensemble (Years 7 to 12)
• Years 1 and 2 Infants Choir
• Years 3 to 6 Choir
• Years 7 to 12 Choir
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the event. It was a
superb opportunity for St Paul’s students, who demonstrated
exceptional performance skills in a variety of musical styles.
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St Paul’s Grammar School Music
Academy focuses on exploring the
relationship between a biblical faith
and the origins and expressions
of goodness, truth, beauty,
imagination and creativity.
We are continuing to develop an
arts scene that is linked to the
wider society – to its ensembles
and performance and collaboration
opportunities.
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ANNUAL BALL
WITH DEBUTANTES
Now in its 32nd year, the Annual Ball with
Debutantes remains a popular tradition
at St Paul’s.
On Saturday 4th May, we returned to the heritage listed Curzon
Hall in Marsfield, where the elegant surrounds provided the
perfect backdrop for a memorable evening.
Each year, our Year 11 cohort have the opportunity to be
involved in this gala event. The Ball is eagerly anticipated by
our participating students. Debutantes and their partners
attend dance rehearsals in the months leading up to the Ball,
in preparation for their special event.
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Guests of Honour this year were St Paul’s alumni Lakshmi and
James Gribble (2005). The debutantes and their partners were
formally presented to the Guests of Honour and the school
community, before showcasing their newly honed dance skills
in the formal dances. Guests were treated to a sumptuous
three-course meal before joining the debutantes and their
partners on the dance floor to dance the night away.
Rather than being seen as old-fashioned or outdated, the Ball
has evolved to become a celebration for these young women
and men – a special evening of formality, fun, dancing and
fabulous food, shared with family and friends.

DEBUTANTES SAY:

“The Debutante Ball was an amazing
experience as it involved many people
and required plenty of preparation.
The rehearsals for the Ball included
learning four routines and the processional.
These practices were quite fun because
we not only learnt the necessary dances, but
we also were able to talk to new people and
form greater relationships with them. I believe
that the final performance on Saturday was
very rewarding as I was able to showcase all
the work that I had put into rehearsals to all
the parents and teachers who attended.
The practices helped to create an enjoyable
event for everyone, making it a night I won’t
ever forget.”
- Marilyn Oxlade

“The Debutante Ball was such an amazing
experience. The rehearsals were fun
and the night of the Ball was incredible,
a very rewarding experience. It was a great
opportunity to grow closer to everybody and
we all had a fabulous time dancing the night
away.”
- Piper McElrea

“The Debutante Ball was a truly unforgettable
experience. It gave the girls an opportunity
to have a real-life princess moment and get
to know each other better as well as our
partners. The teachers did a fabulous job
organising it and teaching us choreography;
it was a night that none of us will forget!”
- Rochelle-Marie Papps
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SPGS
COMMUNITY

WEDDING
In July 2018, Jacqueline Chen, a classroom teacher from the St Paul’s Secondary
Languages Faculty and her husband, Jia, were married at their church – GracePoint
Chinese Presbyterian Church in Lidcombe. The reception was held at Waterview
Bicentennial Park where they danced the night away. Jacqueline and Jia are very
thankful to their friends for helping to make their special day so wonderful. They are
also thankful to God for uniting them in marriage as they wait for His return.
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NEW BABIES

The St Paul’s Grammar School community welcomes new babies amongst our staff families,
including:

PATRICK PETER FREELAND

PIPPA MARJORIE HORAN

JUDE GENE WILLIAMS

Sam Freeland from the Information
Technology Department and his wife,
Eliza, welcome Patrick

Peter Horan from the Secondary
Humanities Faculty and his wife, Jessie,
welcome Pippa

Tracey Williams from the Co-Curricular
and Events Department and her
husband, Jordan, from the Secondary
English Faculty, welcome Jude

ENOCH ZHANG LIN

ZOE KATE HANRAHAN

ZALIE GRACE PATTEN

Rachel Siheng-Zhang from the Junior
School and her husband, Paul,
welcome Enoch

Monique Hanrahan (Boyer) from the
Junior School and her husband, Adam,
welcome Zoe

Katherine Patten from the Secondary
PDHPE Faculty and her husband, Vish,
welcome Zalie

Born 17/02/2019, 3.85kgs and 55cm

Born 11/09/2018, 3.06kgs and 51cm

Born 22/01/2019, 3.08kgs and 47.5cm

Born 15/01/2019, 2.51kgs and 49cm

Born 18/01/2019, 3.34kgs and 50 cm

Born 03/10/2018, 3.4kgs and 49.5cm
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THE SERIES CONTINUES
– ‘OUR STORY’
The first episode of the ‘Our Story’ series, ‘Our History,
Our Future’ was released in December 2017, followed by
three films in 2018 about the International Baccalaureate
programmes at St Paul’s. Filmed and produced by the talented
filmmaker, Hugh Clark, the series continues in 2019 with the
release of the fifth episode about the Higher School Certificate.
The latest episode focuses on two students, Matthew Seckold
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and Jessica Wilson. The students’ narrative, discussing their
senior studies at St Paul’s, is very powerful and all those
involved in making the film are grateful to Matthew and Jessica
for taking the time out of their studies to tell their story.
The films can be viewed on our website:
www.stpauls.nsw.edu.au/about/our-story-film-series

SECONDARY SCHOOL
SUMMER SPORTS WRAP UP
St Paul’s summer season was strong. A number of students were selected for representative
Independent Sporting Association (ISA), Combined Independent Schools Sports Council (CIS)
and All Schools teams, going on to represent St Paul’s at national competitions. As a school we
congratulate and celebrate their achievements.

Individual Student
Achievement
ISA
• Lexy Thorpe (Softball)
• Bridie Murphy (Softball)
• Rose Nelson (Basketball)
CIS
• Bridie Murphy (Softball)
• Nathaniel Brissett, Kiani Slaughter,
Sydney Robins, Maddison Joines,
Daniel Schouten (Swimming)
• Rose Nelson (Basketball)
ALL SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS
• Nathaniel Brissett (Swimming)
• Jackson Connell (Triathlon)
• Rose Nelson (Basketball)

At St Paul’s, we have a vast sporting
programme and encourage all students
to sign up and join a team regardless of
their level of expertise. Sport is a great
way to meet new friends, challenge
yourself and build community. Claremont
House was the overall winner of the
swimming carnival with impressive
levels of participation. Congratulations
Claremont!

They have also paved the way for our new
cohort of softballers, our Junior Girls,
who developed in their understanding
and skill throughout the season.

The 2018-2019 season for basketball
and softball finished strong, with six
St Paul’s teams making the semi-finals,
two going on to the finals and one
crowned champions of the season.

The St Paul’s Basketball programme has
achieved well again this season with the
dedication of the players and support of
highly skilled coaches. Due to the success
in 2018, St Paul’s moved up into Open A
(Girls) and Division 3 (Boys) which made
for a challenging season for all of our
teams. Our Boys U14’s, U17’s, Firsts and
Girls Junior A’s all made the semi-finals
- a fantastic achievement. The U13’s and
U15’s Boys teams and Open A, Inter B and
Junior C Girls competed valiantly in these
high divisions, demonstrating a great
work ethic and working hard all season.

The Open Girls Softball won an intense
final against Barker College, who had
claimed the trophy for the last twentytwo years. These girls dedicated their
time and energy to learning the skills of
this difficult sport and came together
as a team to solidify their name as the
champions.

The sporting teams at St Paul’s continue
to show their strong commitment
to excellence. The students, teams,
coaches and teachers have enjoyed the
rewards they have reaped, even when
challenged by difficult opponents and
tough competition. Congratulations to
everyone.

ISA
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