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EDITOR’S
COMMENT
It’s Winter and we are already looking
back on an event-filled year.
As the new café and canteen facilities begin construction, the reproduced
images of hand built, mud-brick building in the early 1980’s reflect the
same strong community spirit on which St Paul’s continues to grow.
Debutantes from the the 30th Annual Ball discuss what makes this event
still relevant for modern young women and men. St Paul’s internationality
is strengthened with fascinating tales of an awe-inspiring Junior School
trip to China and we welcome new Senior Staff and farewell some
old friends.
Warm up with your Winter Futurum.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to our latest edition of Futurum.
The breadth of articles reflect the
complexity and diversity of our school.
This edition highlights the school’s
international flavour, sporting
programme, educational focus,
wellbeing awareness, cultural activities
as well as our focus on families. Schools
are certainly complicated places and St
Paul’s is no exception. What strikes me
as I think about all that is on offer at St
Paul’s is that we do really strive to have
a genuine holistic approach to education.
Philosophically we are committed to
educating the whole person: spiritual,
intellectual, emotional and physical.

Our Christian foundation underpins
all of this as we acknowledge that
each of us is a special creation by
a sovereign God who made us in his
image. What a wonderful sense of hope
and purpose that this message brings
in the midst of an often erratic and
turbulent world. Knowing that there
is certainty and reason gives each of us
a sure foundation upon which to engage
fully in the life of our dynamic learning
community.

We also want to be a school that values
community. A strong community is
evidenced by strong relationships
between the stakeholders and has
a consequence of individuals having
a sense of belonging. We want St Paul’s
to be a community where our students,
parents and staff feel valued and have
significance.

I warmly encourage each of us
to consider how we might actively
participate in the life of our school.
Don’t be a spectator – get involved.
There is something for everyone.
I do hope you enjoy this edition as
we celebrate our exciting community.

Whatever you do, work
at it with all of your
heart, as working for
the Lord, not for man.
Colossians 3: 23

Ian Wake

ST PAUL’S HELPDESK LOGS
SPGS Helpdesk is managed through our internal ticket-logging system, which
distributes requests to the relevant, particular area of the school’s support services,
for expert resolution.
DATA REFLECTS TICKETS WORKED ON BETWEEN 26/6/16 3:29 PM AND 26/6/17 3:29 PM
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WINTER 2017
School Photo Days
5 September
(Individual and class, K-12)

Cinema Under the Stars
15 September

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE...
6 September (Groups K-12)
7 September (Pre-K)
Year 12 Farewell Celebrations
Including K-12 Valedictory
Assembly 22nd September

Duffy Medal
14 September
Valedictory dinner
class of 2017
23 September

Tree Planting Day
Kindergarten and Year 7
11 October

Ovations Drama
Academy Showcase
30 October

St Paul’s White Ribbon
Events (K-12)
24th November

Year 10 Formal
27 November

Christmas Celebration
1 December

Year 6 Celebration Evening
– Nepean Rowing Club
5th December

Secondary School
Presentation Day
7th December, 9am

Junior School
Presentation Day
7th December, 11.30am

Presentation Night 2017
(Years 5 – 11)
7th December, 7pm

THE NEW ST PAUL’S SCHOOL BUS
A St Paul’s School Bus has long
been on the acquisition wish list.
Late last year, the bus was secured with the endorsement of the Board and school
branding was applied early in 2017.
With an array of willing drivers, our school team activities and excursions are
more easily undertaken, while proudly flying the school colours out and about
in the community.
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IB DIRECTOR-GENERAL
VISITS ST PAUL’S
International Baccalaureate Director General Dr Siva Kumari spent an
afternoon at St Paul’s in May, amidst a busy schedule of meetings with
government and education officials, as part of a brief trip to Australia
from the IB Curriculum Centre in The Hague.
Leader of the IB Organisation since 2014,
Dr Kumari is the first woman Director
General of the IBO and was originally
engaged in 2009 as Asia Pacific Regional
Director.
During her visit Dr Kumari was keen
to engage with students directly, asking
them to share learning experiences and
challenges they encountered in learning
the IB Primary, Middle Years and Diploma
programmes.

Dr Kumari sat in on
classes and conversed
with students, clearly
enjoying their candid
insights, reflecting on the
IB Continuum as it was
taking place throughout
the classrooms visited.

From a Kindergarten Unit of Inquiry
on Indigenous Culture, to Year Four’s
exploration of Music and Year Six’s
analysis on their recent excursion
to the Quarantine Station, the scope
and foundation of the PYP was in
vivid evidence.

mission and vision: “to create a better
and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect”.
(www.ibo.org)

Captains, Matthew Thomas and
Meredith Colagiuri, took a break from
the Secondary School Athletics Carnival
to elaborate on the positive impact
of tackling aspects of the Diploma
Programme such as the Creativity, Action,
Service (CAS) unit, as well as detailing
the stress points they have personally
experienced in their studies.
Prior to departing, Dr Kumari met with
senior staff members and the many
IB examiners, workshop leaders and
school visitors on the St Paul’s staff; she
conveyed her appreciation for their work
in extending the shared IB educational
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Family Profile: The Daley Family
Jo and Chris Daley and twins Caitlin and Harrison in Year 10 at SPGS,
are a born-and-bred Hawkesbury family. They share some insight into
what makes their family unique.
We have all been born and grown
up in the Hawkesbury. We are fortunate
to have lived in a great spot overlooking
the Hawkesbury River at North
Richmond for the past 15 years.
The relaxed community makes living
here very enjoyable. Jo is a Finance
and Business Process Improvement
Manager with Fairfax Media, working
in finance roles for 17 years. Chris is
a Civil Engineer working with private
certification company, Barker Ryan
Stewart. Previously, he was Director of
Engineering at Hawkesbury City Council.
Our family has the same challenges as
most: trying to find time for everything
we want to do in a day. We are lucky that
Jo works at the Fairfax North Richmond
office most days and has flexibility in
her role. Chris works right across the
Sydney area, with location and timing
dependent on the building industry
and the weather.
Caitlin and Harrison have both embraced
school. They love sharing Grandparents
Day with their grandmother – who enjoys
the day even more. In January this year,
Jo’s dad passed away suddenly. It was
a very hard time for all of us. We have a
very close extended family and are lucky
to have close friends. We were touched
by the support of the school.
Caitlin enjoys singing and piano
classes and has a part-time job at
Bakers Delight. Harrison plays basketball
– this year for four teams including
St Paul’s and Hawkesbury Representative.
Jo, Caitlin and Harrison have been
learning and teaching Taekwondo for
the last 11 years together. Both Harrison
and Caitlin achieved their black belts
last year and volunteer to teach junior
students. Chris joined Friends of St
Paul’s and has enjoyed working on
various fundraisers such as the Bush
Dance and the Christmas Celebration.
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The Daley Family. (Photo taken by Natural Focus Photography)

Harrison studies Design and Technology
as an elective, which he absolutely loves.
It’s helped him find his interests and
strengths, and he’s now looking towards
studying Metatronic Engineering at
university when he finishes school. Both
Caitlin and Harrison enjoy the challenges
of the Bronze Duke of Ed hike and are
looking forward to the Silver Duke of Ed
this year.
Caitlin and Harrison love being in
Wilberforce 5 with Mr Anthony Kelshaw.
He goes above and beyond to support
them and give a helping hand; he also
pushes them to make decisions that will
foster aspiration to grow as individuals.
The support given by teachers across the
school is exceptional. Miss McDougall,
in particular, is always patient with her
assistance in understanding concepts
or getting on-track to complete

assignments. Mr Heath’s support, advice
and especially patience is remarkable.
We are going to miss Mrs Clapin when
she retires. She is nothing short of
remarkable and has been an invaluable
support for our family.
Our hopes for Caitlin and Harrison?
That they have a happy life, full of love,
family, friendship and good people.

We hope that they
can always identify with
St Paul’s and make the
most of the incredible
opportunities they have
at their amazing school.
We hope that they are proud of who
they are, and that they use their potential
to do good in the world.

WELCOME – NEW STAFF

MICHELLE COOK
Michelle Cook is welcomed as our new Head of Science, in January 2017.
Previously Professional Officer, Teacher Accreditation, for the Catholic
Education Diocese of Parramatta – incorporating 73 primary and secondary
schools – Michelle departed from her role of 15 years as Head of Science
at Caroline Chisholm College, Glenmore Park to take up the position at St Paul’s.
She is warmly welcomed and took the
time to address some introductory
questions.

How has the transition to your new
role been for you?
St Paul’s community is very welcoming.
It has only been two terms but I do feel
very comfortable and that my ideas
and contributions are valued. I am
particularly happy that I have joined
another Christian community and
gain much from Pastor James Grady’s
Chapel and Bible study.

What are your early impressions of
St Paul’s culture, students, learning
environment?
My very first impressions were of how
polite and respectful the students were,
both to each other and to teachers.
On my very first day I had students
open doors for me and stand politely
waiting for me to enter the room first.
This is not something you see in every
school. The students often thank me for
my lessons and are very keen to learn;
many of them exhibit an excellent work
ethic and learning is clearly valued at
St Paul’s.

Any challenges for you so far?
The main challenge for me is becoming
an exemplary teacher of IB Biology,
particularly at the higher level. I love
the challenge as I have been teaching
HSC Biology for 25 years and have
been a Biology HSC Exam marker for
9 – giving me plenty of time to hone
my skills! Teaching the IB allows me
to engage with the programme’s
deep content.

Any exceptional moments for you
so far?
The swimming carnival was a highlight.
Of my whole teaching career it was

Michelle & Tim Cook with their eldest son Jarryd and his wife Amy

Michelle and Tim’s four sons

the best swimming carnival I have ever
experienced. The scope of community
spirit was evident and the event enjoyed
by all. The House Day on the last day
of Term 2 was another great bonding
experience and showcased the wonderful
talented students at St Paul’s.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to the IB training
in the holidays, not only to learn more
about IB Biology but also network with
other IB schools in order to share ideas
and effective strategies.

Tell us a little about you, Michelle.
My husband, Tim Cook, is also a Head
of Science at a local high school and
together we have four sons, Jarryd,
Aidan, Michael and Luke. Our eldest
son, Jarryd, recently married a former
St Paul’s Grammar School student,
Amy Corry (2006), who is the daughter
of Catherine Corry, the Director
of Enrolments and Public Relations,
and her husband, Peter.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
CHINA TOUR 2017
Parents, staff and students travelled to China in April, visiting
sister school Datong High School in Shanghai, touring some
famous landmarks and discovering astonishing delights.
With three teachers and 20 other
families, my daughter and I toured this
amazingly vast, ancient, dynamic and
modern country. It’s hard to describe
how wonderful it was. We travelled on
the high speed train from Xian to Beijing:
this train travels at over 300 kilometres
per hour! And the food! – Chinese, of
course: amazingly good. The friendship,
teamwork and comradeship between
students, parents and teachers and all
our fantastic expert tour guides were
absolutely commendable.
Graeme Logan, travelled with Arabella,
Year 5

At Datong High School in Shanghai, we
visited our buddy’s home and saw what it
looked like for a traditional Shanghainese
family. We went to a Water village called
Tong Li, we visited the markets there and
had a boat ride through the village.
On the first day in Beijing we went to
the Summer Palace and walked to the
marble boat. The next day we had an
adventure around Tian-An-Men Square,
the largest city square in the world.
We went to the Temple of Heaven
and the Ming temple.
Zac Jacob, Ben Player, Luis Harmata,
Year 6
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The Great Wall was ginormous and so
steep, at some points we were climbing
on all fours and one of the teachers
kept almost sliding down the Wall
back to the bottom.
Hannah Whitefield, Year 7

China – what an amazing country!
As a child, I dreamed of visiting The
Great Wall and the Terracotta Warriors.
I still have to pinch myself from time to
time. I had read stories about Hudson
Taylor, the English missionary and how
he had arrived in Shanghai and began
his life work. As I stood on the Bund
in Shanghai, I was struck by how much
things must have changed since he was
there. I was genuinely surprised many
times by what I saw: people dancing and
playing chess in the park; driving through
modern-day Beijing and suddenly
arriving in the beautiful Summer Palace;
walking on The Great Wall; riding
on a gondola through Tongli. Hidden
gems of beauty, throughout a vast
and varied land.
Rob Storrie, Teacher

We were warmly welcomed by our
Chinese Family, who all lived in a small
flat consisting of two bedrooms and
two bathrooms. Our host buddy, Bruce,
mentioned that we were going to make
his favourite dish – dumplings. Martin
and I started with clumsy-looking ones
but the more we made, the more
appealing they looked. While making
dumplings I saw and felt the love within
their small family, especially the love
they all had for Bruce. It presented itself
in soft speaking to him, proud nodding
and gentle encouragement. Overall, the
grandparents prepared 16 dishes for us
all to share. We had lots of laughs while
eating and the conversation was mostly
about the boys.
Gabi Drayton, travelled with Martin,
Year 5

Going to Datong High School and
meeting another child, seeing the
amazing food they eat and of course
welcoming us into their home was
very lovely. Seeing all of the Terracotta
Warriors – and to see the history that
they were buried under – was amazing!
Robert Bradley, Year 7

My experience in China was different to
what I had imagined. It took some time
getting used the fact that I was in a big
group with lots of other people and that
we would all have to cooperate if we
wanted to do things. I think the parents
made the experience even better. If I
hadn’t had my Dad with me in the airport
I would have gotten totally lost but also
I think I would’ve been a bit lonely.
Tara Seppelt, Year 5

It was so cool, walking on the Great
Wall, with the peach blossom trees and
the landscape surrounding it. My other
favourite part was going to Disneyland,
going on the rides – the Roaring Rapids
and Tron were my two favourites. The
highlight of the trip for me was visiting
a Chinese artist, to see all of the amazing
artwork he does at his house.
Maddison Joines, Year 7

After lunch with our hosts, we were
treated to a trip to the Tianzifang area
in Shanghai – which reminded us of
the Rocks in Sydney. Narrow laneways
retaining the original architecture, that
once led to old factories and houses now
filled with interesting shops and artsy
stalls. Here, as the girls posed, an artist
using only scissors cut their portrait out
of one piece of paper. Annie skilfully
inscribed the girls’ names in Mandarin…
along with the inscription ‘Long Live
Friendship’ – a very special gift from
new friends.
Susan Ruming and April, Year 6

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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STAFF FAREWELL:

GLENDA CLAPIN
SPGS 1997 – 2017
St Paul’s farewells Glenda Clapin,
Director of Policy and Compliance,
Science teacher and eminent member
of the St Paul’s cultural fabric.
In a career of admirable longevity at
the school, Glenda’s legacy as Science
teacher, as Executive staff member and
as Health and Safety officer leaves a
vast, resounding void. Glenda’s image
features throughout St Paul’s archival
photos; she has mentored countless
students throughout their HSC and
IB journeys.
Famed for managing multiple aspects of
daily life at St Paul’s both in the spotlight
and behind the scenes – from first- aid
mishaps to snake-wrangling, from
fostering Friends of St Paul’s events to
supervising SPGS event parking – Glenda
has also been the staff go-to person for
many over the years: a confidante and
advisor, with the school’s best practice at
her fingertips and its service at her heart.

Glenda on a service trip to Cambodia

8

FUTURUM WINTER 2017

Generously distributing garden produce
from the family home she and her
husband built at Bowen Mountain,
Glenda and Tony are relocating to
a beautiful homestead on the Deua River
near Moruya.

Colleagues and friends
spanning many years carry
enduring relationships
with Glenda into this next
chapter. St Paul’s honours
Glenda’s significant
contribution and bids
her a fond farewell.

During the school holidays,
we farewell Glenda Clapin
as she retires.
Glenda has served the school faithfully
for over 20 years. Many would have
experienced first-hand Glenda’s
compassion for your children. Glenda
has been committed to ensuring
that St Paul’s is a safe and supportive
environment and working with the school
community to enable us to always act
in the best interests of our students.
Glenda’s contribution to the school
should not be underestimated and she
leaves with our prayers and gratitude as
she and her husband Tony commence
this new stage of their lives together
on the South Coast. – Ian Wake

Teaching a senior chemistry class

STAFF FAREWELL:

GARY MURISON
SPGS 2011 – 2017
St Paul’s farewells the Director of Business and Finance,
Gary Murison, who has deftly steered the school’s
financial administration over the past seven years.
Previously, Gary worked at other
schools in the region as Bursar and
Company Secretary, and was appointed
as St Paul’s Director of Business and
Finance and Company Secretary in 2011.
A member of the Bursars’ Association of
NSW since 1986, Gary has appreciated
having opportunities for professional
engagement with school administrators
over the years, exchanging skills and
knowledge. In his roles as Honorary
Auditor, Membership Coordinator,
Regional Coordinator and Vice
President, Gary has made a significant
contribution to the Bursars’ Association
and is highly-regarded amongst
his peers.
There were some challenges to be
faced during Gary’s time at St Paul’s.
A difficult period Gary reflects on was
the management of school finances,
during a period of declining enrolment
several years ago. He worked diligently
to achieve a reduction to the amount of
outstanding school fees in 2011-2013.
Amongst Gary’s numerous achievements
is the installation of solar panels
on the school premises, resulting in
approximately 30% reduction to the
school’s monthly electricity bill, which
is a significant contribution. Gary cites
in particular the arduous process of
introducing new software to replace
outdated, inefficient systems in 2011.

Work such as this is carried out
invisibly, yet it underpins the school’s
administrative functions and successful,
efficient operation.
Speaking of the joys of working at
St Paul’s, Gary has enjoyed working
with staff who are committed to bringing
a Christian message to students.

He is quietly proud
to be handing over an
office which is better
organised and has
efficient systems in
place, to the school’s
next Director of
Business and Finance.
Gary retires from his role in the
knowledge that he has worked to
ensure St Paul’s will be financially
sustainable into the future.
In retirement, Gary relishes the prospect
of having fewer deadlines that must be
met. He will spend more time travelling
in Australia with his wife. He hopes to
invest more time in relationships with
his family and grandchildren, and to take
up some new interests and challenges
as he enjoys his retirement.

St Paul’s Grammar
School community
thanks Gary for his
service and wishes
him a long and
happy retirement.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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MOTHERS AND SONS
BREAKFAST
The 2017 Mother and Son Breakfast was themed around ‘Respect’,
in accord with St Paul’s identity as a White Ribbon School. Sumptuously
catered for by St Paul’s TAS staff and students, it was a heart-warming
morning of togetherness and shared time-out.
I had a really great time, as well as my
loving mother! I think we learnt a lot
about each other: favourite song, band,
TV show, etc. But I also had a fun time
sharing special moments with my mum
and my best friend, who was also on the
table with us.
Troy Mitchell, Year 8

While I was thinking how grown up Troy’s
become, I noticed all the other young
men, most I wouldn’t have recognised.
All the mums haven’t changed a bit,
but our boys are now so very grown up,
handsome, and mature! I once heard
the saying, “Look at your friends and
that’s who you are.” After seeing Troy
at the breakfast, I know he has made
great choices and good friends. It was a
memorable and truly enjoyable morning.
Mrs Caroline Mitchell
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It was just so lovely to take a break
from our busy lives to spend some time
together. We shared many laughs, with
activities to find out how well we really
know one another. I was very pleased to
discover that my nagging is not the thing
that annoys Kyle the most! We also spent
time coming up with a list of words to
describe what it means to be a typical
man. We all agreed on words such as
loyal, compassionate, caring, kind and
courageous; ‘cooking a good BBQ’
also made the list!
Mrs Julie McDonough

I really enjoyed quality time with my
mum. We don’t often get the opportunity
to do something that involves just the
two of us. Doing the activity where mum
and I had to answer questions about
each other, I learned some things about

my mum that I never knew. For instance,
I found out where she was born and
that her favourite item of clothing
is her slippers. Fortunately for me,
I remembered her birthday.
Kyle McDonough, Year 8

I felt privileged to have been part of this
special occasion, where I could learn
a little bit more about my son Richard.
I always thought asking him to put his
phone away was what he disliked the
most, but I was wrong! He dislikes being
sent to bed much more! Occasions
where you can spend time bonding
with your child is a beautiful and unique
experience. Richard was so happy
to have this time with me, and that
is priceless.
Mrs Ethel Norris
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SENIOR STAFF
CHINA TOUR
After attendance at the
IB Regional Conference in
Japan, Mr and Mrs Wake, with
their two daughters, joined
the Director of Enrolments
and Public Relations,
Catherine Corry in Beijing.
Prior to meeting the Wakes in Beijing,
Mrs Corry travelled to Nanjing for the
China Daily National English Speaking
Competition and then to Hong Kong
to visit agents and a sister school. The
group met with agents and parents in
Beijing and Shanghai, as well as new
sister schools in the Hangzhou region.
Catherine Corry shared experiences
of the tour.
Who goes in the China Daily Century 21
Competition? How are we connected?
Tell us about your experience.
St Paul’s Grammar School has been
a sponsor of the China Daily English
Speaking competition for six years.
This year I attended the national finals
in Nanjing and was privileged to be
invited to join the judging panel for the
primary and middle school grand finals.

The students came from all over China
and their English was at a native-speaker
level. I especially enjoyed judging
alongside educators from schools
and universities all over China. We will
welcome seven of the finalists to St Paul’s
for a one week visit as a part of their
prize for winning the competition in July.
What feedback did you get from
parents about SPGS?
The International parents were really
pleased to meet Mr and Mrs Wake
and their daughters during their visit to
China. Each family was very generous in
their hospitality and particularly grateful
that we were able to have a parentteacher interview with them in person.
Parents thanked staff for the care that
they show to their children when they
are so far from home. Parents appreciate
the setting of St Paul’s as most as most
of the students live in highly-urbanised
areas in China.
What do agents expect from you
and SPGS?
During the trip Mr Wake and I met
with 12 of the Educational Agents that
introduce International Students to

St Paul’s. A number of agents conducted
online meetings with us at their head
office so that we could communicate with
their branches in cities throughout China.
The agents asked us questions about the
International Baccalaureate programmes,
the university destinations of our Year
12 graduates and details on our school
managed homestay programme. All of
the agents were pleased to have the
opportunity to meet with the Principal
in person.
What do we gain as a school from
connectivity with China? What do
we give?
This year marks the 20th year of
welcoming International Students to
St Paul’s from China. The founders of the
International programme demonstrated
great foresight when they saw the value
of connection with China as we have
seen it emerge as an important trading
partner with Australia. International
mindedness is an important attribute of
an International Baccalaureate education
and by connecting with China we assist
our local students to look beyond our
local community and increase their
intercultural awareness. This year we
have established new friendships with
a Christian school in Hong Kong and with
five schools in the Hangzhou region of
China. We have already welcomed the
Principals to a return visit to St Paul’s
and another sister school Principal will
visit next term.

Our school has consistently placed an importance on developing and
maintaining a relationship with China. Over the years, strong ties and
friendships have been formed. It was such a wonderful opportunity for my
family and I to spend some time experiencing this fascinating country with such
an incredibly rich and complex history. We were made to feel very welcome by
the families that offered such generous hospitality and schools which hosted
our visit, for which I am very grateful. Our school community is certainly richer
as a result of our international programme which will be increasingly important
as we focus on what it means to be global citizens. – Ian Wake
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SUMMER SPORTS WRAP
As Sport Academy Coordinator here at St Paul’s over the past two
years I have had the privilege of experiencing some fantastic ISA
seasons. However, none quite compare with the outstanding summer
season we have seen in this 2016/17 calendar year.
With five champion teams, three runnersup and two semi-finalists, on behalf of
the whole St Paul’s community I want
to say congratulations to every student,
coach and volunteer who was involved in
making this season our most successful!
Congratulations to the students who
defied early Saturday morning starts,
weekly training sessions in the summer
heatwaves and tense, hard-fought
matches all season to finish in their
respective positions at the end of the
season. A big congratulations is also in
order for our dedicated team of coaches,
who so readily give up their time, to
further the development of our students.
The community support on Grand
Final day was fantastic, with many
SPGS students and staff coming down
to Penrith Basketball Stadium and
Blacktown International Sportspark to
cheer on our Basketball and Softball
teams. I have no doubt this helped many
of our teams to clinch victory in very
tense and tight grand final matches.
A special mention must go to our Junior
Girls Softball and Open Boys Basketball

teams who went through the season
undefeated – a very impressive effort!
We have been promoted to Division 4
in Boys Basketball and to the Seniors
division in Softball and I have no doubt
our students will meet the expectations
and standards of new divisions in the
2017/18 summer season. Our season
results are listed in the next column.
Stay tuned for registration information
for the 2017/18 season, available in early
Term 3!
Mr Darryl Kelshaw
Sport Academy Coordinator

CHAMPIONS
Junior Softball
17-1 v Chevalier College
U13 Boys Basketball
24-15 v St Patricks College
U17 Boys Basketball
34-20 v St Patricks College
Open Boys Basketball
25-17 v St Pius X College
Junior Girls Basketball
27-13 v Central Coast Grammar

RUNNERS UP
U14 Boys Basketball
15-17 v St Andrews
Inter Girls Basketball
26-40 v Redlands
Open Girls Basketball
16-17 v St Spyridon College

SEMI-FINALISTS
U15 Boys Basketball
15-24 v Oakhill College
Opens Cricket
Washed Out v St Patricks College
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WHAT IS IT LIKE TO LEARN:

PRIMARY YEARS
PROGRAMME
If you’ve ever questioned what schools should be about, you only have
to take a look at the learning taking place in our Junior School and see
the Primary Years Programme (PYP) in action.
Throughout, students are engaged in their learning and
challenged by rich tasks that have authenticity and relevance
to them, thus the term: ‘lifelong learners’. You see students
working collaboratively in groups and independently, and
you see teachers as facilitators of the inquiry process who
are encouraging students to ask deep questions at every turn.

The exact direction some Units of Inquiry will take is fluid: it is
determined by the questions students ask. This kind of learning
takes students on a fun adventure, where inquiries are carefully
planned by teachers to optimise the scope of the experience
and develop conceptual understandings, known as ‘central
ideas’. If you were to visit the learning spaces and ask students
to tell you about their unit of inquiry, most would be able to
give you the central idea or explain the bigger picture behind
their learning.
By the end of the unit of inquiry, we are hopeful that students
take action on their learning – either by doing something
differently, thinking differently, feeling differently, being
an improved person or having more ideas on something
as a direct result. It’s a wonderful privilege to work in a place
where the learning philosophy encourages all students
to be lifelong learners.
Corinne Day
Deputy Head of Junior School Curriculum and PYP Coordinator

16 FUTURUM WINTER 2017

STUDENTS SAY:
Year 4 went on an excursion to the Hyde Park Barracks to
see what colonisation was like for the convicts. I learnt that
being a convict was very unpleasant and very painful. My first
experience was wearing the ball and chain and walking around
for a couple of minutes. It felt heavy and hard. Secondly, I learnt
that when you were building something, the captains would
whip you if you made even one mistake. At the end of the day,
it was fun and I was glad I was not a convict.
Laura Davies, 4L
Being able to help people is a great ability, especially when
you get to know people more. Year 4 made bridges and worked
with people they’re not familiar with. On excursion around
Penrith and Rouse Hill, I learnt that the Emu Plains Prison
actually was a place to hold female convicts.
Mohammad Ahmed, 4C
During our trip to the Penrith Regional Art Gallery, we learned
about the difference between sculptures and how some can
be quite abstract. The reason we went on the excursion was
because we were learning about what cities need in preparation
to build a community. We went to the art gallery to know why
we need art galleries in our community.
Julian Hastings, 4C

My thinking has changed by actually knowing it is hard to form
a community. A community needs hospitals, employment,
education, waste management, electricity lines, people and lots
more things. Sometimes building can be bad because you are
taking away animal’s homes and ruining the Aboriginals’ land
and memories, but it could meet the needs of others in the
community.
Miranda Whale, 4L
In Year 4’s recent unit, about colonisation by the British and
the invasion of the Aborigines, we went to Hyde Park Barracks.
Something I learnt was that life in the 1800’s wasn’t very nice
at all. When the British came to Australia they treated the
Aboriginal people badly. I started to think about how lucky we
are to have a life without harsh labour every day. It also made
me realise how badly the Aboriginals were treated and it would
take a lot to make it up to them.
Famke Cullan, 4L
When a town planner came to visit us, she talked about where
buildings are put and what materials are used to make them.
It taught me that a lot of planning is involved in building
communities so that people living nearby don’t hear anything
that’s going on in the building so they can get peace and quiet
and a good night’s sleep.
Cooper Levy, 4C
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NEW TRADITION:
THE ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL ANNUAL BALL
WITH DEBUTANTES CELEBRATES 30 YEARS IN 2017
A longstanding tradition at the school for Year 11 students, the Ball has been held every year
since 1987 in many local venues – originally the Windsor Function Centre, and more recently
at Waterview.
This year, the gala event was held in a new setting:
the elegant, historic Curzon Hall in Marsfield.
In the tradition of debutante presentations, the Ball is a
celebration of formal manners, with dining, dancing and a
formal presentation. Guest of Honour in 2017 was St Paul’s
alumnus Thomas Pollett (2006); currently, a Liaison Officer in
the Army Reserves and Student Minister at St George North
Anglican Church. Attended by distinguished guests and
members of the community, the occasion is celebrated as an
opportunity to appreciate and reflect on the many good things
we enjoy, in daily life.
At the Ball, debutantes and their partners were formally
presented to the Guest of Honour and the school community
and performed formal dances – an essential part to the
proceedings. Debutantes and their partners have attended
dance rehearsals for months prior to the event in preparation,
learning three traditional dances and a fun dance to
perfection, in anticipation of the spectacle.
Whilst the traditional debutante presentation is clearly at
odds with modern social practice, there is the sense that the
convention has evolved at St Paul’s, to become a significant
rite of passage for the girls and boys who participate
as seniors of the school, on the cusp of adulthood.
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DEBUTANTES SAY:
When my friends and I heard we were all super interested in
being part of the Debutante Ball. We’d looked at girls in the
grades above – how nice they looked and how much fun they
seemed to have. We wanted to experience that ourselves!
I definitely think that over time, the meaning has evolved.
It’s seen more, now, as a special night spent with friends
and family.
Lena Xia
I don’t think the Deb Ball is an out-of-date tradition at all.
It was so beautiful to be part of such a traditional occasion
– one that has been going on for 30 years at St Paul’s.
Matilda McDonnell
The Ball was a magnificent occasion! I have grown to have
a greater appreciation for ballroom dancing and have realised
just how blessed I am. I particularly enjoyed the opportunity
to share dances and a laugh with the partners and of course
with my Dad.
Chantelle Blackwell
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Staff Profile

JACQUELINE CHEN
China Liaison Officer and English B Teacher, Jacqueline Chen
has just graduated, in June 2017, with her Masters in Special
Education, having previously earned her Bachelor of Arts/
Secondary Education, both at UNSW.
Jacqueline’s Masters will assist with
differentiation of curriculum and enable
her to extend her passion for Special
Education.
Jacqueline came to Australia at the age
of 11 with her mother. It was a cultural
shock. “I spoke no English, I could only
greet people. I imagined Sydney to be
a city like New York: it wasn’t. Everything
was the opposite to how I had imagined
it.” She attended the academically
distinctive Burwood Girls School and
found the struggle with language to be
a daily challenge. “Teachers and girls all
spoke so fast!

I had no friends, I was very quiet, which
is unnatural for me – I am talkative.”
In Year 9, Jacqueline’s English language
skills improved; she attended a noncompulsory lunchtime English as a
Second Language class, run by an
English teacher who encouraged
the girls to read and to write stories.

“She inspired me, this
teacher broke down
words and made learning
fun; basically she was
scaffolding curriculum.
Her passion and grace
were inspiring; she is
one of the main reasons
I became a teacher.”
As China Liaison Officer, Jacqueline
translates school correspondence with
St Paul’s Chinese students’ parents, such
as email and newsletters, and assists
with conversational mediation. The
International Student cohort gravitate
to her, as someone culturally and
linguistically empathetic. Jacqueline
recognises the experience of adapting
to novel practices as a challenge, and
promotes the need to find balance.
“It can be difficult, if you don’t have
family here, there is the impulse to reject
one culture and become isolated. It’s a
challenge to cross the boundaries and
find ways to hold both the familiar and
the new.”
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Having met SPGS senior staff members
Karen Keogh and Julie-Ann Thomas
at summer school, Jacqueline’s first
job interview at St Paul’s opened with
a prayer, which was a positive surprise.
While St Paul’s is quite a distance to
travel to work from Lidcombe, she loves
the working environment, particularly
the support and example of positive,
caring teachers.
Jacqueline lives with her mother,
who raised her daughter alone, and
grandmother – with whom she is very
close. She distinguishes between the
sense of independence and individuality
in typical western family dynamics and
a traditional Chinese sense of family,
imbued with Confucian philosophy.
“Family unity includes the responsibility
to stay and care for the elderly, and this
over-rules any other options you might
have considered. The One-Child Policy
also means there is more likely to be
just one person to stay and do this.”
Asked whether bilingualism has meant
that she exists between two cultures,
Jacqueline agrees that there are aspects
to both her traditional and Australian
cultures that she feels are inherently part
of her. “I don’t feel divided; I like the
independence of growing up Australian,
the emphasis on personal experience.
However I also like to be united with my
family in the traditional Chinese way...
unless I am having a specific cultural
argument with my mum!”

THEN AND NOW

COMMUNITY CONSTRUCTION
As the long-awaited, much-anticipated canteen and
café precinct becomes a reality, St Paul’s reflects on the
legacy of construction undertaken by the willing hands
and generous resources of the school’s community
members.
This is how our school came to be, and
continues to grow, in strength and spirit.
Images from the archives feature the
hand-hewn mud-bricks that became
the beautiful building which houses the
Secondary School library.

CANTEEN

CAFE

SPGS COMMUNITY NEW BABIES
SPGS community welcomes new babies amongst our staff families, including:
Brian Flanagan from Information
Services and his wife, Lisa,
welcome Jasmine.

Justin Warner, the Director of
Information Services and his wife,
Hayley, welcome Ashlyn.

Tracey Williams from Student
Services and her husband, Jordan,
welcome Neve.

Mark Brereton, from the Science
Department, and his wife, Julie,
welcome Michael.

Neve Williams
Born 1/3/2017, 3.6 kg, 50.5cm

Ashlyn Kathleen Warner
Born 21/3/2017, 2.7kgs and 48cm

Jacqueline
Tuting
from the
Visual and
Performing Arts Department and her
husband, Anthony, welcome Miranda.

Miranda Anne Tuting
Born 27/1/2017, 3.3.kgs 48cm
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