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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to another edition
of Futurum. The objective
of Futurum is to celebrate
the community that is
St Paul’s Grammar School.
As you will see by looking through the
various articles and items, we are part of
a vibrant and dynamic community with
many diverse and significant events.
There is also an acknowledgement of
departing staff and a recognition of the
new staff who have commenced at the
school in recent times.
I particularly want to highlight the
ongoing support the school has for
Congo Aid. This support has been
in place for many years. It has been
exciting to see the students and staff
with renewed focus on this area as the
threat of Ebola threatens the work of the
local orphanage. We are very blessed
to be part of a community that is both
compassionate and passionate about
these long-term partnerships and how we
can learn and support each other.
There is also a staff profile on our two
new Chaplains who have settled so well
into the life and culture of our school.
The ‘2 Matts’ (Matthew Palmer and
Matthew Steele-Smith) have taken on the
difficult challenge of replacing the much
loved James Grady with wisdom, grace

and enthusiasm. The Chaplains’ role is
a significant one in a school such as
St Paul’s that seeks to present a Christian
worldview in an increasingly secular
public space.

EDITORS’
COMMENT
As 2019 draws to a close,
we give thanks and reflect
on another amazing year
at St Paul’s.

Once again I wish to share the great
privilege and honour it is to be a part of
this special community. I hope you enjoy
this publication.
Ian Wake

In addition to our regular features, in this edition we bid a fond
farewell to another cohort of Year 12 graduates. New staff are
welcomed and a number farewelled. We feature another successful
Fathers and Daughters’ Breakfast and discover that Latin is very
much alive at St Paul’s. We learn about the Playground and Music
Programmes in the Junior School, and Playtime at St Paul’s for
even younger members of our community. We look back at
the recent success of our RFS Cadets in our ‘numbers’ feature.
We also learn about the vision of Friends of St Paul’s and reflect
on our longstanding relationship with Congo Aid.
Welcome to your Summer 2020 Futurum.
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE...
(All dates correct at time of printing)

31 JANUARY
Sunset Social

4 FEBRUARY
Kindergarten,
Year 7 and New
Students Portrait
Photos

2 APRIL
Grandparents’ Day

9 APRIL
Easter Chapel

23 MAY
Annual Ball with
Debutantes

5-13 JUNE
Secondary School
Musical

17 & 18 JUNE
School Photos

19 JUNE
Ricochet –
Mid-Year Dance
Showcase

SWIMMING
CARNIVAL

CROSS COUNTRY
CARNIVAL

ATHLETICS
CARNIVAL

10 FEBRUARY
Junior School

7 APRIL (TBC)
Junior School

7 MAY
Junior School

14 FEBRUARY
Secondary School

8 APRIL
Secondary School

6 MAY

SCHOOL
CARNIVALS

Secondary School

ST PAUL’S CADET RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
BY NUMBERS

1st

School-based fire
cadet brigade in NSW

20

Students
Initial membership in 1998

37

Students
Current membership in 2019

21

YEARS

Formed/commenced
operations in May 1998
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31

Students
Average membership
through the years

Recent competition
results:
1st

Place overall at NSW RFS State

2nd

Place overall at Australian Fire Cadet

2nd

Place overall at NSW RFS State

2nd

Place overall at Australian Fire Cadet

Championships 2016

Championships 2017

Championships 2018

Championships 2019

Family Profile: Adams Family
The Adams family recently returned to
Australia after having spent several years
in Ethiopia. They share with us what they
value about St Paul’s.
Who is the Adams family?
We are a family of six. Brad (Director of
Student Wellbeing, Rouse Hill Anglican
College), Krisha (HR Director, ATO),
Sebastian (Year 12), Helen (Year 8),
and Lauren and Patrick (Year 7).
Where have you lived previously?
Between 2009 and 2017, we lived in
Ethiopia. We were serving as crosscultural Christian workers at Bingham
Academy, a school for children of
missionaries and Christian workers
located in the capital, Addis Ababa.
How do you like to spend time
together as a family?
We like to cheer each other on at sporting
events and spend time with our extended
family. When we can, we also like to
eat out at an Ethiopian restaurant in
Blacktown where the food is delicious!
Why did you choose to send your
children to St Paul’s?
When we were planning to return to
Australia, we decided that our children’s
education would be our first priority.
We chose the school first and where to
live and apply for jobs based on that. We
were impressed by the authentic Christian
ethos of St Paul’s and the commitment
to the International Baccalaureate (IB)
programme. Our children were also keen
to go to a school where there was plenty
of outdoor space.

What are the things you engage
with at St Paul’s that you really value
as a family?

so the challenge of all the travel to and
from activities at St Paul’s, alongside full
time jobs, has been huge for us.

We are very involved with the Sport
Academy through soccer, futsal, cross
country, athletics and basketball. Helen
takes voice lessons and we love hearing
her sing at the annual concert. We also
really value the Cru programme at
St Paul’s, especially the annual camp
which provides a great opportunity for
fellowship and Christian growth.

What has been a highlight for
your family in 2019?

What are some of things your children
enjoy at St Paul’s?
As mentioned, our children are
passionate about school sport. They are
very engaged in their learning and we
are often entertained with stories of the
teachers they admire and respect. They
also enjoy spending time at school and
outside school with friends.
What is your favourite event on the
St Paul’s calendar?
This year we loved every minute of the
Duffy Medal Sports Awards. It was the
first (and last) year with all of our children
in secondary school together and they
all received acknowledgement of their
contribution to school sport. It was a
great celebration of team and individual
effort and achievement.
What are some things you find
challenging as parents (or as a family)?
In Ethiopia we lived at the school where
we worked and the children attended,

There are so many highlights but it has
been very special to have a child in
Year 12. The IB Diploma programme
is extremely challenging but it has
been wonderful to see Sebastian grow
academically, creatively, spiritually and
through service as Claremont House
Captain. We are so thankful for the
opportunities he has had this year to
build skills that will help him succeed
in adult life.
What is your family looking forward
to in 2020?
Having lived overseas on and off since
2003, we have never lived in a home of
our own. We are anticipating finding a
home to buy and we are looking forward
to the simple pleasures of painting walls
and hanging pictures wherever we like!
Is there anything else you would like
to share?
We are so thankful for St Paul’s and
the great start it has provided for our
family during a time of huge transition.
The community has been so warm and
welcoming, and our children have had
so many opportunities to develop their
talents and discover new ones. God has
greatly blessed our family through
St Paul’s.
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STAFF WELCOME:

MICHAEL SAID
We welcomed Michael Said as our new Head of Mathematics,
at the start of Term 3. Michael left his role as a Mathematics
teacher at Patrician Brothers’ College, Blacktown to take up
the position here at St Paul’s.
Michael grew up in western Sydney
and went to school at St Andrew’s
College, Marayong. During his HSC
year, Michael successfully applied for
a cadetship in an accounting firm.
He worked as an accountant for five years
while completing a Bachelor of Business
part-time at UTS; but never really wanted
to be an accountant long term. After
graduating, Michael decided to study
a Graduate Diploma in Education at
ACU. After graduating (again), Michael
commenced at Patrician Brothers where
he taught Maths for over eleven years
before making the move to St Paul’s.
How has the transition to your new
role been for you?
The transition into my role at St Paul’s has
been a real rollercoaster. Stepping up
into a Head of Department position has
been a big change for me and I have been
learning a lot as I go. Fortunately, there
have been so many people here looking

out for me and giving me the guidance
I need to stay on track. The teaching side
of the job has been outstanding and all
the students have made an effort to say
hello which really makes the job more
pleasant.
What are your early impressions of
St Paul’s culture, students, learning
environment?
My early impressions of the school
are very positive; the manners and
compliance of the students are always on
show. Culturally, St Paul’s is very different
to my previous school. I am enjoying
the Creative Arts and performances
at St Paul’s.
Any challenges for you so far?
Getting into the classroom and teaching
was something that helped me settle
into the school. I do love learning and
the International Baccalaureate (IB)
programme is a bit different to what
I have taught before, so I guess the
IB has been a challenge for me. Also,
the responsibility of being a Head of
Department is totally new for me and
has brought new challenges.
Any exceptional moments for you
so far?
The most exceptional thing I have
witnessed so far is the student
performances at the Principal’s Assembly.
Year 12 student, Thomas Gardiner,
played the drums and it was clear to all
those present that he really loved what
he was doing. For me it is great to see
true passion, and in that performance,
it was abundantly clear.
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What are you looking forward to?
Unfortunately, I missed a lot of the
community events at St Paul’s this
year such as the Swimming Carnival
and the Combined House Day.
The Year 12 Graduation Assembly
and the Valedictory Dinner have been
highlights to date. There seem to be
many opportunities for teachers to get
involved in extra-curricular activities,
so this is something that I will put my
hand up for in the future.
Tell us a little about yourself.
I am a normal family guy, married with
three daughters. I grew up in this area.
I do all the ”dad things” like taking my
children to swimming lessons, gymnastics
and dancing. I am very fortunate to have
met my wife when I was sixteen and she
has definitely been a great influence on
me over the last two decades. She is a
great mother to our children and she
always ensures everyone in our house has
what they need and gets to where they
need to be, on time. I really love Maths
and I am happy with my chosen career
path. In my younger years, I played a lot
of basketball and had a lot of fun doing
so. Since my body won’t allow me to play
at the intensity I would like, I have now
stopped playing competitive basketball.
About eight months ago, I started
traditional archery which has been a lot
of fun.

STAFF WELCOME:

GAVIN RILEY
In June this year, we welcomed Gavin Riley who joined the
Senior Executive as our new Director of Business and Finance.
Gavin has worked in the Independent
School sector since 2010, with nine years
as Finance Manager at William Clarke
College. Prior to this, Gavin spent almost
twenty years working in professional
accounting firms in audit services, as
well as consulting roles in the area of
business valuation, litigation support and
providing financial modelling services.
Gavin holds a Bachelor of Economics
(Macquarie University) and several
professional memberships.
How has the transition to your new
role been for you?
The transition has been fast paced with a
grant application lodged in only my third
week. It has been exciting to be involved
in the development of the plans for our
next building project, the Innovation and
Learning Centre. The staff and Board of

St Paul’s have been very welcoming
and supportive.
What are your early impressions of
St Paul’s culture, students, learning
environment?
The Christian faith and example at
St Paul’s are clearly seen as I meet people
each week. Staff Devotions is a highlight
for me and demonstrate the prayerful
concern that teachers and support staff
alike have for the students and the whole
St Paul’s community.
Any challenges for you so far?
Each day and week brings a new
challenge for me in the broad role that
I have here. There are many good things
happening at St Paul’s as enrolments
continue to grow. The challenges
are exciting and as we achieve each

milestone will bring great rewards to
St Paul’s and me personally.
Any exceptional moments for you
so far?
It was great to see the community spirit at
the recent Trivia Night run by the Friends
of St Paul’s.
What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to helping build
the financial strength of the school and
assist in delivering the Master Plan for
the campus.
Tell us a little about yourself.
I am married with three children.
My older daughter, Olivia, completed the
HSC this year at William Clarke College.
My younger daughter, Teagan, has just
completed Year 9 at William Clarke
College. My son, Owen, is three years
old. My wife, Melanie, has previously
worked as an Executive Assistant to the
Headmaster of an Independent School
and currently fills a Secretariat role for
the Association of Heads of Independent
Schools of Australia (AHISA). It’s great
having a partner who understands
well the dynamics of a busy school.
I attend Emmanuel Anglican Church in
Glenhaven. I value the importance of a
Christian education and the opportunity
this brings to share the Christian faith with
children as they learn and grow.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME
In the Junior School play is valued. We understand that it is an important time for children to
move, to interact, to create and to imagine. When children play they are actively learning about
and using, their social, communication, self-management, thinking and research skills.
We want to give our students the time and space to enjoy
play not as a break from learning, but to continue learning in
different ways. Just as students learn differently inside our
classrooms, they are drawn to a variety of play experiences at
recess and lunch too.
Some children love to explore the opportunities for play in the
Library – building with blocks and Lego, playing board games,
learning to write code, cartooning and creating puppet shows
have been popular choices this year.
Many children enjoy sports games and we are thankful to the
faithful Year 5 monitors who run our ‘Sports Shops’, borrowing
out equipment for our students to play different games in
the playground. While the regular balls, skipping ropes and
hoops are always on offer, the Sports Shop offers ‘specials’
like badminton and basketball at different times of the term.
The children often create their own games and have to
negotiate (sometimes quite complex!) rules with their friends
to make sure games are fair and fun for everyone.
In both the Primary and Infants playgrounds, we are exploring
open-ended play with ‘loose parts’. We enjoy seeing students
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create their own games with items that can be used in creative,
multiple ways. Students love building with crates and logs,
spools and large plastic blocks. Recently, Primary students
have been building with bamboo sticks and ‘sticklets’ and
have created wonderful 3D objects with their friends. Infants
students have created intricate marble runs using various
lengths of PVC pipe and connectors. Many students have
enjoyed participating in a ‘spring’ themed outdoor art project
and their little sculptures can be found hanging in trees around
the playground.
The students are learning so much as they engage in play and
the teachers are enjoying helping them grow and learn. As an
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP)
school, passionate about inquiry, we know that children often
inquire and learn through play. Asking questions and finding
out about new things are often inquiry tasks that happen in
our playground. When you ask your children ‘What have you
learned at school today?’, remember to ask them about their
play – chances are there was rich learning happening!
Rachael Jamieson Newton
Deputy Head of Junior School – Welfare and Organisation

“We make tents for when we play families. The babies sleep in the tents.” Imogen

“Sometimes it’s a café. Sometimes it’s a shop and today we’re making potions!” Zach

“Play is often talked
about as if it were a
relief from serious
learning. But for
children play is
serious learning.
Play is really the
work of childhood.”
– Fred Rogers
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CONGO AID –
‘WORKING FOR HOPE’

Congo Aid Inc. has had a long association with St Paul’s Grammar School. Co-founder
and Congo Aid Inc. board member, Rowena Bragg, shares with us about Congo Aid and the
relationship with St Paul’s.
Congo Aid Inc. is a local grassroots
registered charity which was set up
primarily to support the need of orphans
in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC). It partners with the Congolese run
and founded charity, the Committee for
Children in Distress (CCD) which operates
in Butembo, North Kivu in the troubled,
eastern DRC.
CCD operates an orphanage
administered by Mama Mbambu, known
to us as Dorcas. The Anglican Bishop
of North Kivu, Bishop Isesomo, is on
the Board along with other trusted
local people.
Both Dorcas and the Bishop are well
known to the Board of Congo Aid Inc.
and are wonderful and inspiring trusted
partners. The Bishop has visited St Paul’s
in the past when he has been in Australia.
Butembo is a city which has been
plagued by war and horrific attacks by
local rebel groups for over twenty years.
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The city also faces the scourge of disease
including AIDs and most recently, Ebola.
Throughout these troubles Dorcas, with
great love and much sacrifice, has created
a home for many homeless children.
Currently fifty-five children are living in
the orphanage and many more have been
placed with families. The conditions are
not ideal but the children are safe and fed
and have their medical needs attended to
thanks to the generous support of donors
to Congo Aid.
The Bishop is a great support and offers
a protection to the children. He is a
strong advocate for them and for the
work of Dorcas and the CCD in Butembo.
The children attend a school built
through CCD, and in past years, some
of the funds from St Paul’s Grammar
School’s generous support went towards
the building of the school. The school is
very basic but it means the children are
educated and able to grow up with hope
and love.

It is hard to describe the extent of the
love Dorcas, the Bishop and others show
to the children. There is so much suffering
and so much need, yet they are able to
look beyond their own needs, to these
little ones.
St Paul’s Middle and Senior School
Prefects and Captains held a major
fundraiser on the Combined House Day
at the end of Term 2. Through food
stalls, activities, a talent quest and
teacher auction, the students raised well
over $8,000 (nearly double the target
amount) for the ‘Ebola deFence’ project,
which aims to build a fence around the
orphanage. The purpose of the fence is to
keep out strangers who may be carrying
the deadly Ebola virus, now a major threat
in the city of Butembo.
Thank you St Paul’s.
Rowena Bragg
Co-founder and Board Member of
Congo Aid Inc.

For over ten years, St Paul’s
has been a loving and generous
supporter of these precious and
mostly forgotten children in
our world. Congo Aid sends a
monthly amount for basic needs
of food and medicine. So many
are alive and with hope because
of this generosity.

Talent Quest 2019
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Staff Profiles – Chaplains

MATTHEW PALMER &
MATTHEW STEELE-SMITH

Left: Matthew Steele-Smith. Right: Matthew Palmer.

A CONVERSATION WITH
THE TWO MATTS
How long have you worked at
St Paul’s?

MP: I started working at St Paul’s in
January 2019.
MSS: I’ve worked at St Paul’s since
July 2018.
Where did you grow up?

MP: I grew up in Campbelltown in the
Macarthur region and went to school in
Liverpool.
MSS: I grew up in and around Epping with
my parents and an extremely nerdy older
brother.
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Tell us about your journey to becoming
a Chaplain.
MP: I came into teaching with an
education degree and a youth ministry
background. While working in schools,
I have taught and coordinated Personal
Development, Health and Physical
Education (PDHPE) and Christian Studies
Faculties. During this time, I was studying
at Sydney Missionary and Bible College
and thinking about the Gospel needs
in our communities and vocations.
Chaplaincy fits with theological and
education training, and with the Lord
working in and around life and faith, the
position here at St Paul’s was advertised.
With a little encouragement from my

Minister, people at my former workplace,
and some key people here at St Paul’s,
I applied and was successful.
MSS: A few years after I left school,
I started working for Cru visiting different
lunchtime Christian groups, and I saw the
great value and need for school students
to have a place where they are free to
read and ask questions of the Bible and
chat through what it means. So often
students are bombarded with messages
from all around them and I really saw the
value of having a space where students
can consider for themselves, perhaps
for the first time, the answer to life’s
important questions – Why am I here?
Is there a God? What is He like?

Christian Fellowship Group (Cru) 2019

As a student, what was your favourite
subject at school? Why?
MP: I loved PDHPE – sport, physical
activity, outdoors. And I still love being
active!
MSS: I loved Maths, because I enjoyed
problem solving; and Music, because
I loved learning about something so
creative.
As a student, what was your least
favourite subject at school? Why?

MP: Commerce. I didn’t belong there;
I wanted to be doing practical things.
I don’t even know why I chose it.
MSS: I wasn’t a huge fan of humanities
type subjects (sorry Mr Coghlan!).
What do you enjoy about working
at St Paul’s?

MP: The great people and conversations
with people about how Jesus impacts
their lives is just brilliant.
MSS: I love the community, I love the
culture, and I love that St Paul’s is a school
that recognises and champions the
importance of Jesus in the world.
What hobbies do you enjoy?

MP: I play AFL during winter and have
a long background of football (soccer).
Summer soccer is great! I ride a bike less
often than I’d like but time on the bike is
a strange form of therapeutic suffering
(I think cyclists will understand that).
Hiking is great. Star Wars is great.
Reading war history is great. Building
model Spitfires is great.
MSS: I enjoy running, woodturning,
reading and playing music.

How does your faith influence your
role?

MP: It’s very significant for a Chaplain
to be influenced by faith in Jesus! It
underpins all that we do as Chaplains.
And let’s hope, increasingly more
and more! If we are a Christ-centred
community, we ought to be Christcentred people, and so this should work
its way out in how we teach our classes,
interact with our students, work in our
faculties, care for our staff … just to name
a few areas.
MSS: Faith has a huge impact on my
role! I believe that God is real, that Jesus
brings real and lasting hope, and that
faith in Him is the only way for humanity
to be right with God. I believe this is the
good news that the whole world needs
to hear! I love that we get to present
this good news to students for them to
interact with, ask questions of, and come
to their own conclusions. Faith in God
has a huge influence on my role – it’s the
reason I do what I do!
What is your favourite verse in the
Bible? Why?

MP: Tough question … Let’s go all of
Isaiah 40. Big chapter, huge God,
makes me feel small (and I need that).
MSS: My favourite verse is probably
1 Peter 3:18 – “For Christ died for
sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive
in the Spirit.” Such a clear explanation of
what Jesus has done for us all!

Tell us about your family.

MP: My wife (Corinne) and two boys
(Haddon, 11 and Jude, 6). Corinne is
smart and brilliant, Haddon measured
and law-abiding, and Jude is a bit of an
incalculable entity – which makes life
exciting.
MSS: I’m married to the lovely Steph.
We live down south in some peaceful
bushland with our dog, Peppermint,
who has recently started chasing moths.
What do you reflect on as 2019 draws
to a close?

MP: How can I (and we as Chaplains) best
serve the St Paul’s community? How can
we reach the nations with the Gospel
and what role does our relationship with
the International Baccalaureate and our
international students play in that? How
can I teach Christian Studies and PDHPE
better?
MSS: I’m reflecting on a huge year; a year
where students have come to know God
more. I’m reflecting that God has been in
control even when it seems like things are
out of control.
What are you looking forward to
next year?

MP: Junior School Chapels, Senior
Cru-group, getting to know our students
and staff and families more, growing
in understanding and knowledge of
Christ, and seeing Him work in our school
community.
MSS: I’m looking forward to growing
more in my love and knowledge of God
and encouraging staff and students in
the same!
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 11

FRIENDS OF ST PAUL’S
Friends of St Paul’s is a longstanding school institution composed of dedicated parents,
community members and staff, who deliver a range of events and activities that benefit
St Paul’s and enhance the student school experience.
Monthly meetings provide a unique opportunity for members
to make connections with one another and with staff from
across the school. The meetings also provide a forum for
engaged discussion on school news and developments.
New members are always welcome.
Here are some reflections from key committee members Tim Searle (President), Kareena Gale (Vice President) and
Susan Ruming (Publicity Officer).

When and how did you become involved with Friends
of St Paul’s?

TS: I joined Friends of St Paul’s in 2014 after helping the
committee run the inaugural Cinema Under the Stars in
October 2013. It was such an amazing event to be part of
and opened my eyes to a community element of the school
I previously didn’t know much about.
KG: I became involved with Friends of St Paul’s in 2016. I was
approached by Miss Cremona (Junior School Teacher) who was
involved with Friends of St Paul’s at the time. She was seeking
some more members to join the team so I thought I would go
to a meeting and see what it was all about.
SR: I started attending Friends of St Paul’s meetings four years
ago, when we moved to the area and my girls started attending
St Paul’s in Year 6 and Year 4. Now they have just completed
Year 10 and Year 8 and my son has just completed Year 5.

Left to right: Kareena Gale, Tim Searle and Susan Ruming

I was fairly involved in the parents’ association at our last
school, so I was interested in attending the Friends of St Paul’s
meetings to gain insight into the workings of our new school.
continued…
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Colour Fun 2018
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I was very impressed when the new Principal, Mr Wake, started
to talk about building a new canteen/café, and keen to make
sure they would have a good coffee machine for those early
morning camp drop-offs and after school pick-ups.
What has been a highlight from your time with Friends
of St Paul’s?

TS: The Bush Dance and Art Competition evening in 2016
is a highlight. It is possibly the largest event we have run to
date, from the perspective of organisation and the multitude
of elements. The success of the night could only have been
achieved through the dedication of all members of the
committee, as there were a lot of moving parts to bring it all
together and make it the success that it was. This event stands
out for me as it was the epitome of what Friends of St Paul’s is
all about.
KG: A highlight for me would definitely be our first Colour
Fun in October 2018. This event highlighted the wonderful
community we have at St Paul’s. It was a day where students,

parents and teachers became equal and covered each other
in coloured powder. We had a dance party at the end of the
run. The Secondary School playing fields became a rainbow
of colour and every participant was covered in our six house
colours – so much fun!
SR: I have been excited to watch how Friends of St Paul’s
initiatives, like the Christmas Celebration, have grown
over the years and become really important community
events in the St Paul’s calendar. It is also great to see Friends of
St Paul’s growing with new members coming along and adding
their knowledge and skills to grow the success of events, such
as the Trivia Night held in September this year.
Being a member of Friends of St Paul’s has been a great way
to meet new people in our school community. From that first
event where I really didn’t know anybody (or what was going
on) to now being able to chat with parents from all different
year levels, really makes me feel like we belong to a very
special community.

Christmas Celebration 2016

Volunteering is the
ultimate exercise in
democracy. You vote
in elections once a
year, but when you
volunteer, you vote
every day about the
kind of community
you want to live in.”
Author Unknown
Christmas Celebration 2016
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Spring Trivia Night 2019

Cinema Under The Stars 2014

Future plans? What is your vision for Friends of St Paul’s
moving forward?

TS: Since taking on the role of President in 2015, my vision for
Friends of St Paul’s has been to build on the community spirit
of the school by coordinating social events to bring all areas
of the school together. Whilst the events are designed to be
self-funded, minimising the expense for families to participate,
we have been able to add an element of fundraising to each
event to assist in providing additional assets and services to the
school to benefit the student body. My hope is to continue this
focus and feed in any funds we raise to these ongoing projects
as well as contribute to the school’s Master Plan.
KG: We have so many things planned for 2020 and beyond;
events that will raise awareness and much needed funds to

Bush Dance 2016

see the school’s Master Plan come to life and create a stronger
school community. Friends of St Paul’s is certainly more then
just a fundraising channel. We have a community focus and
believe in bringing families together to create a successful
school environment for the students of today and tomorrow.
SR: I’m excited for the future of St Paul’s and with it, Friends of
St Paul’s. The next building project will be an amazing addition
to the school – the plans debuted at the Trivia Night looked
fantastic! I am happy to support the project by helping the
committee with their plans for more exciting events to support
this project into next year and beyond.
I’d also love to see Friends of St Paul’s grow with more
members. I have gained so much from being involved and it
feels good to contribute my ideas and help make a difference.
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FATHERS AND
DAUGHTERS’ BREAKFAST
St Paul’s is committed to partnering with our
parents and facilitating events that help reinforce
positive relationships between parents and their
adolescent children.
Over the past six years, St Paul’s has
hosted breakfast events for middle school
students and their parents, rotating
between mothers and fathers with their
sons and daughters.

ADRIAN LAMROCK
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On Thursday 29th August, the second of
our breakfast events for this year was held
in the Junior School Hall. Our Year 7 and
8 girls and their fathers were addressed
by our guest speaker, Mr Adrian Lamrock,
and enjoyed a sumptuous breakfast in
honour of Father’s Day.

Adrian, the founding principal of St Paul’s,
is the father of three adult daughters
and grandfather of six grandchildren.
Having spoken with such warmth and
wisdom at one of our earliest breakfasts
some six years ago, it was delightful
to be able to welcome Adrian back to
St Paul’s a second time to share his
insights and experiences with a totally
new group of parents and students.
We are very thankful Adrian was able to
attend the breakfast, and also share some
reflections on his own father-daughter
relationships.

What are some ways fathers
can build trust and connection
with their daughters during
adolescence?
At the outset, I have to say that I am
extremely blessed in having three
daughters who like their parents and get
on incredibly well with each other. This
has made a huge impact on the way we
have operated as a family. In regard to
building trust and connection, for me the
main thing was listening to my daughters
in as non-judgemental a way as I could.
I had to learn that their opinions were
important and needed to be evaluated
alongside my own, especially as they
developed their own ideas, principles,
values and practices. Building trust
was also very important and keeping
confidences figured strongly as well.
All of this showed that I, as a father,
could respect my daughters as they
became young women.

How can fathers expect their
relationships with their daughters
to change as their daughters
enter adulthood? What are the
constants?
The changes will be that daughters
(and sons!) develop their own ideas,
values and opinions which may differ,
sometimes considerably, from their
father’s. That’s fine as long as respect
is shown and that these differences are
still expressed within the context of
love. That’s not always easy but it’s most
important. The constants, for me, have
been being available to fix things that
sometimes don’t work well!

Do you have any fun anecdotes
from your daughters’ childhood
where they made you laugh?
Probably far too many to list here.
We have a lot of funny family memories
that we love to share when we get
together. I remember taking the girls to
ballet lessons on a semi-rural property
near St Paul’s. When it rained they would
wade to their lessons in leotards and
gumboots over planks in the flooded
yard full of pet goats! Then there are the
tales of our geographically challenged
daughter who rang me and said “Dad,
I’m lost. Where am I?” She was the one
who also said “Yes, I’d love to go on
a mission trip to Myanmar. I’ve always
wanted to go to Africa!”. Another of our
girls achieved family fame by not being
able to find the thing that was, often,

right under her nose and where she had
left it. At other times, anecdotes will
be turned around to focus on my own
shortcomings. My daughters are good at
doing that and it helps keep me humble!
It’s nice that there is a mutual love which
allows us to do this.

What is your favourite thing
about your relationship with your
daughters?
This may sound silly but the fact that
I am their father. It’s an enormous
privilege and has been a considerable
responsibility, which I have shared with
my wife. I’m enormously proud of the
women they have become and, I think
they are, on the whole, happy to have
me as a father. I’ve said elsewhere that
“fathers never lose their daughters” and
that’s certainly been the case for me.

I’m still around to be called, to help and
to give advice, sometimes whether it’s
needed or not!

How do you keep nurturing
the bond?
Spending time with them, their husbands
and their children. Family times are very
important for us. And we talk. Lots.
I’m grateful that our daughters
communicate so well with each other.
It’s often said that “it takes a village to
raise a child” and our family seems to be
an effective “village” in caring for and
relating to our grandchildren.

Top tip for a healthy fatherdaughter relationship?
Talk to and listen to each other. Value
them and respect them as individuals.
Be available when they need you.
Spend time together.
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CHRISTOPHER HADDAD
St Paul’s alumni, Christopher Haddad,
recently visited the school following the
completion of his PhD. Christopher
graduated from St Paul’s in 2009.
He then attended Macquarie University and attained a
Bachelor of Ancient History (Hons) and a Master of Research.
While completing his PhD in Ancient History at Macquarie,
Christopher also completed postgraduate studies in Rome,
Oxford and Geneva. Christopher graduated with his Doctorate
in September this year and has since commenced a Bachelor of
Arts in Oriental Studies (Sanskrit) at Harris Manchester College
of the University of Oxford.
What was your favourite subject at school? Why?
Without doubt, my favourite subject was Year 11 and 12 Ancient
History, especially Roman History. I have benefitted endlessly
from the integral research skills Paul Humble taught us, not
to mention the passion he brought to the subject. History
will always be my favourite subject because it is essential to
understanding our societies. Superficially one can commit to
memory the events, effects, patterns and processes that have
shaped the world we live in now. But on a deeper level, studying
History teaches one critical thinking, data collection and
analysis, argumentation, and the development of solutions to
big-picture problems. We need to use these skills every day.
What is your main area of study/work now?
In technical terms I am a ‘Historical Linguist’, essentially a
historian who focuses on the emergence, development and
interactions of languages from the ancient world into the
modern. Specifically I study ‘Contact Linguistics’, which more
or less means I investigate what happens when speakers of
Language A from Culture A come into contact with speakers
of Language B from Culture B. My research generally has
been focused on the Indo-European language family, which
encompasses a plethora of languages including Latin, Greek,
Hindi and English. I have spent the last ten years studying Latin–
Greek language contact in the Roman Empire and have recently
branched out to study more Indo–European languages (Sanskrit
and Old Iranian) at Oxford.
Describe your typical week.
My week can be quite unpredictable! But my time is divided
broadly into teaching and research. Over the years, I have
taught Roman History, and Latin and Ancient Greek in casual
capacities at Macquarie University and the Macquarie Ancient
Languages School. Teaching is wonderful fun and I’m fortunate
to have had such good role models at St Paul’s. Any time
I have remaining is put into research, which for me, involves
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reading a lot of ancient texts and writing about their linguistic
evidence. What I’m looking for is evidence for the development
of languages and cultures to help us understand the ancient
world better, which in turn helps us understand the modern
world. The aim is to take the research paper to a conference
and then publish it as an article or part of a book. The texts I
research are mostly inscribed on stone and housed in European
museums, archives and libraries. So I spend a lot of time writing
funding applications and project proposals in order to go
overseas to inspect them. I’ve been fortunate to visit some
wonderful places such as Rome, Lisbon, Berlin and London. It is
a rewarding but demanding lifestyle, and I am blessed to have
a supportive family, especially my parents Jim and Gemma,
and my wonderful fiancée Ellen, who is an Egyptologist with an
equally demanding schedule.
How did school help consolidate your career path?
I was not the best student. I had a lot going on and I did not fully
comprehend how blessed I was to attend such a good school.
But I learnt a great deal of important skills and content at
St Paul’s. My colleagues are always impressed by what

was ‘normal’ for us at St Paul’s because it would have been
extraordinary at their schools. The content of our classes
just does not seem to have been taught at most schools.
For example, I was able to take Latin, French and Chinese in
Year 7 – it’s hard to think of a better first step for someone
who would later work in linguistics. Generally, I learnt a lot
about discipline, resilience, hard work and inventiveness.
Most importantly, the teachers took a genuine interest in us
and their belief in me made me believe in myself. Paul Humble
and Barry Ingold, among many others, played important roles
in shaping me as a person. The skills I learnt at St Paul’s, in sport
and in class, are the same ones I use each day.
Where do you see yourself headed in the future?
I hope to work in education. Education is the most important gift
we can give to an individual and to a society. The benefits of an
effective education are limitless. Because I enjoy research and
teaching, I hope to work as a university lecturer.
Do you have a favourite memory from your time at
St Paul’s?
I was fortunate to be part of a joint–premiership in rugby,
followed by an outright premiership the next year. I shall never
forget when the final whistle blew and we were premiers two
years running. Thank you, Tim Coghlan! If not that, then it would

be dressing up in togas made from bed sheets in order to
deliver Latin electoral speeches in Year 10.
A reflection on your recent visit to St Paul’s?
It was remarkably humbling to be invited to visit to St Paul’s
and it was so uplifting to see it thriving. I owe an immeasurable
debt to the teachers from my St Paul’s days and I was able to
say ‘thank you’ in person. It was also a privilege to meet the
new teachers – especially my Macquarie University friend David
Peddar! – and see how the school is evolving for the future.
Being asked to talk to students about their studies, especially
in Ancient History and Latin, was an honour and I was
impressed by their skills. I am proud and thrilled to see that
St Paul’s is maintaining these important subjects as part of its
rich repertoire. The students are blessed indeed.
What is one piece of advice for current St Paul’s students?
If something is worth achieving, you can achieve it. Who you are
today does not dictate who you have to be for your whole life.
If you are willing to take the crucial steps and make the necessary
sacrifices, then there is no reason why you cannot achieve your
goals. On the other hand, nothing worth having comes easily,
so it will be hard. But learn from every setback and move forward
with a new strategy. God bless!
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YEAR 4 INSTRUMENTAL
PROGRAMME 2019

Music is an important area of learning for our students in the Junior School. A great deal of
research has documented the many benefits of studying music and learning an instrument.
In Year 3, students explore orchestral
music and instruments of the orchestra
in their units of inquiry in Music. Through
the lens of the various transdisciplinary
themes, they make connections with,
and through, music across a broad
range of musical styles from different
times and places. They attend the Year
4 Instrumental Programme learning
journey concert at the end of the year to
see the older students perform and hear
of their instrumental experiences.
Students also complete an aural
timbre test to help ascertain to which
instrumental sounds they are drawn.
This has shown to be a significant factor
in practising and persevering with an
instrument. Students then choose which
instrument they would like to play in
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Year 4. This year we will also hold a
session where students can physically
try out the various instruments before
making their choice.
For several years, our Stage 2 students
have intensively studied the violin as part
of the Music Curriculum programme.
In 2019, our Year 4 students now have
a greater range of instruments from
which to choose. Once a week, students
work in a small group in a forty-five
minute lesson to explore violin, ukulele,
percussion (drums, glockenspiel, etc.),
flute, clarinet, saxophone and trumpet.
Some of these instruments belong to the
school; others are leased out for the year
to accommodate preferences.
Students are led by instrumental tutors
consisting of Junior School teachers,

Secondary School Music teachers and
external professional musicians; all of
whom have performed professionally
in various capacities and are passionate
about helping grow lifelong music lovers.
Practice is encouraged and these skills
are explicitly taught, being the only way
to progress.
Once their time in the Instrumental
Programme is complete, students may
continue on their instrument or another
with private lessons through the Music
Academy. They may also join one of
the many Junior School and Secondary
School music ensembles.
Gina Mansley
Junior School Music Specialist

Here is some feedback from students
about the programme:
“I like the programme because we learn
in an interesting way.” Liam T
“I like the music programme because it
is really fun and the best part is learning
really challenging songs.” Max
“I like that there is a variety of instruments
to choose from.” James
“I like trying something new and learning
from your mistakes.” Zeena
“I like how the teachers help us.” Abigail
“I really enjoy it because I’ve never played
an instrument before – it’s really fun.” Zac
“It’s fun and I, surprisingly, learnt how to
play the ukulele.” Lola
“I enjoy the programme and learning
about different chords.” Xander
“I enjoy the singing and learning new
songs.” Jack
“I like that I can improve my skills and aim
to achieve a black belt in music.” Nick
“It’s a really good learning opportunity
– I didn’t know how to play the ukulele.”
Maggie
“It’s good to learn a new instrument – it is
good to come together and express the
music.” Tiffany
“It’s fun and challenging and we get to
sing together.” Ellie
“I like learning new songs – having a
smaller group means the teacher can
have more time with each student.”
Scarlett
“I like learning how to play.” Skarlytte
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 21

STAFF FAREWELLS

St Paul’s has farewelled several staff over the last few months. We thank them for their service
and valuable contributions to our school. We wish them well and God’s richest blessings as they
move on from St Paul’s.

Amanda Sharpe
The English Faculty have been blessed by Amanda Sharpe’s enthusiasm, skills and
knowledge and are very sad to say goodbye to her at the end of 2019. Amanda joined
St Paul’s eight years ago as a newly-qualified English teacher.
During her time at St Paul’s she has been a committed classroom teacher and an inspiring
student leader mentor, amongst many other things. Her involvement in creative writing
camp, her organisation of excursions and her voice in creative curriculum development will
be missed.
Amanda embraced the wide range of co-curricular opportunities at St Paul’s,
demonstrated through her participation in the Duke of Edinburgh Award ‘Adventurous
Journeys’, Year 10 and 12 camps, and the Cambodia Service Learning Trip. Amanda will
be a wonderful Head of English at Nepean Christian School.

Catherine Stacker
Catherine Stacker is a truly outstanding Mathematics teacher, sorely missed by the staff
and students of St Paul’s. Her dedication to her craft and her pedagogical insight helped
countless children see the beauty and relevance of Mathematics in real life. Catherine also
served faithfully as Castlereagh Head of House wherein she ministered tirelessly to the
welfare needs of much of the St Paul’s community. Her legacy, in this regard, includes her
leadership in developing the senior student prefect portfolios, as well as the Combined
House Days.
Catherine left St Paul’s at the end of Term 2, after ten years of service, to accept an
educational leadership position in the United Kingdom where she began her career.

Charlene Peffer
Charlene Peffer left St Paul’s in July 2019. Charlene was an integral part of the St Paul’s
community for eight years and we thank her for her passion and dedication to the
Dance Academy and Arts Faculty. During her time at St Paul’s, Charlene’s commitment,
organisation and creativity was evident in the numerous roles she undertook.
We congratulate Charlene on her new position at St Michael’s Grammar School in St Kilda
and wish her all the best for the future.
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Christopher Crimmins
Chris began his formal teaching career here at St Paul’s in January 2018. Although his
time with us has been short, Chris’ presence will have a long-lasting impact on the future
learning for our Science students. St Paul’s has been blessed to have Chris as a member of
the school community, sharing his enthusiasm for adventure by involvement in the Duke of
Edinburgh programme and in school sport, particularly soccer.
Chris leaves St Paul’s at the end of 2019. We wish him all the best for the future as he travels
overseas in 2020.

Elizabeth Stringer
The role of School Counsellor is diverse in supporting various members of the school
community. Elizabeth Stringer did this so well, whether it was one-to-one chats or running
the ‘Veggie Heads’ club where students would tend to the vegetable patch.
During her seven and a half years at the school, Elizabeth built a lovely rapport with all she
came across and was successful in gaining registration as a psychologist.
Elizabeth left St Paul’s at the end of Term 2. She is sorely missed but we know that she will
make a profound impact in her new role.

Sandy Facey
Sandy Facey has been the Laboratory Manager in the Secondary School for the last three
years. She has been a much loved and valued member of the Science Faculty.
During her time at St Paul’s, Sandy has assisted many students in achieving their Science
practical investigations for their International Baccalaureate (IB) Science studies.
She has looked after the needs of Science teachers and her assistance has been
greatly appreciated.
Sandy has taken care of our local wildlife and volunteered to train as a snake catcher.
We wish Sandy all the best for the future.

Sue Seckold
At the beginning of Term 3, we farewelled Sue Seckold who left to spend more time with
her family. Sue started at St Paul’s as a Pre-Kindergarten Teacher’s Aide.
During her time at the school, Sue gained her qualification as an early childhood teacher,
a position she cherished. Sue is remembered for her warm and pastoral manner and
sense of fun.
We wish Sue all the best as she moves on from St Paul’s.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 23

PLAYTIME AT ST PAUL’S
Playtime at St Paul’s was created to engage
with St Paul’s families and the wider local
community. The programme is facilitated by
volunteers Louisa Jacob and Sunny Yapar,
parents of current St Paul’s students.
They share with us about the delivery and
content of the programme.
Playtime at St Paul’s has been running for over two years.
The programme is held on Wednesday mornings (9:00am
to 10:45am) during school term, in a classroom in the
Kindergarten block. The programme caters for children
aged from newborn up to five years of age.
The morning consists of free playtime, with an array of amazing
craft, puzzles, sensory play, play dough and toys on offer.
This is followed by morning tea, story time, then music and
movement. The children love this part of the morning where
they sing, dance, play games, and finish their indoor time with
a parachute game. They then conclude the morning with some
outdoor playtime in the Pre-Kindergarten yard. It’s a challenge
to fit so many wonderful elements into the morning!
The Playtime programme is based on learning through play.
Most activities are created purposefully to enhance learning.
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There are six to nine learning stations set up each week
designed to develop different skills in the children such as
pre-reading, pre-writing, language, sensory and cognitive play.
There are also two to three creative art activities as well as fine
motor experiences provided at the tables each week.
The children also learn how to follow a classroom routine,
sit and listen, follow directions, and socially engage with
their peers, which is wonderful preparation for pre-school or
Pre-Kindergarten. The children also learn about God, Jesus and
the Holy Spirit through Bible stories, songs and craft.
We have found the children who have attended Playtime and
graduated to Pre-Kindergarten have found the transition easier.
They were familiar with the Pre-Kindergarten facilities, perhaps
one of the teachers and had already made some friends.

Playtime at St Paul’s is a much-loved weekly event for the
children and adults alike. We receive such wonderful feedback
on how much the children enjoy it, as do their parents and
carers. Over time, new friendships have been formed and
many a conversation enjoyed over morning tea. It has also
been wonderful to see families grow during their time with
the programme, some increasing from one child to now three
children in the programme.
Playtime is also a blessing to us as we watch the children grow
and learn, and see relationships develop within, and beyond,
our school community.
Louisa Jacob and Sunny Yapar
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VALEDICTORY DINNER
Year 12, 2019 were formally farewelled at the end of Term 3.

Farewell activities culminated in the Valedictory Dinner, held at Rosehill Gardens on Friday,
27th September. The evening was a celebration for the students, their families and staff as
students concluded their schooling at St Paul’s.
The event was hosted by our current
School Captains, Sophie Reeves and
Keaton Daniels and featured addresses
by our outgoing School Vice Captains,
Hannah Heath and Lachlan Fellowes
and our School Principal, Mr Wake.
Mr and Mrs Whan gave the parent
reflection. There was also a special
video presentation of memories of the
students’ time at St Paul’s, prepared by
Miss Newby.
The following major awards were
presented:

In Honore Habeantur

Students who have demonstrated
outstanding effort and dedication to
their House. The translation of the Latin
phrase is “held in high esteem” and
refers to the high regard that these
students are held in their respective
Houses by both students and staff.
Castlereagh: Kaitlyn McCarthy
Claremont: Kai Brown
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Cornwallis: Aidan Lilly
Melville: Maria Nanan
Strathdon: Taylor Su
Wilberforce: Caitlin Daley

The Captains’ Award
Awarded to a deserving student who
displays competence, commitment,
courtesy, and concern for others
routinely; who without fuss or fanfare or
acknowledgement contributes daily to
the ethos of St Paul’s.
Captains’ Award Winner: Amy Sheffield

The Rubicon Award
Awarded by the Secondary School
Executive to the student who consistently
goes above and beyond in all aspects
of their schooling life, and has left no
stone unturned in preparation for life
after school.
Rubicon Winner: Madeline Linfoot

The Principal’s Award
for Character and
Involvement
Awarded by the Principal to a student
who:
• shows grace in the way they value
themselves and others
• is unique and capable
• consistently fosters and pursues
excellence in academic, sporting and
cultural areas
• displays leadership in the way they
work cooperatively
• thinks creatively and critically, and
communicates effectively
• displays a love of learning across
a wide range of fields
Principal’s Award Winner:
William O’Rourke

In Honore Habeantur (from left to right): Caitlin Daley, Taylor Su, Maria Nanan, Aidan Lilly, Kai Brown, Kaitlyn McCarthy

The Rubicon Award: Madeline Linfoot

The Captains’ Award: Amy Sheffield

The Principal’s Award for Character and Involvement: William O’Rourke
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WINTER SPORT WRAP UP
After an incredibly successful ISA season, Mrs Hailey Tantalos, our Sport Academy Coordinator,
recaps the 2019 winter sport season at St Paul’s.
JUNIOR SCHOOL
Winter brought out the fun for our Junior School with the
Infants’ Football, Nepean Football and Netball programmes
getting our students active.
The Infants’ Football programme continued to grow in
popularity with fifty students enrolled. Students participated
in training sessions on Friday afternoons and played friendly
games on Saturday mornings. Not only did we see a big
improvement in skill but also new friendships as we shared in
the fun of morning teas, charity sport weekend and ‘Superhero
Saturday’. A big thank you to our Infants’ Coordinator, Miss
Casha, and our Secondary School coaches. I look forward
to seeing even more students involved in the fun of Infants’
Football next year.
This year we had three teams involved in the local Nepean
Football competition. The U8, U9 and U10 teams had a great
season that saw a development in their skill and teamwork.
Congratulations to Harrison Dunn, Ethan Mills and Ryan
Henson who were awarded the most valuable player award and
Rose Jacob, Zach Bates and Liam O’Brien who received “the
Coach’s Award”. It is great to see our teams continuing on to
play in summer competitions and training for the 2020 season.
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The St Paul’s Netball programme took a new step this year,
creating a unique development programme under the
supervision of a highly experienced coach. This ten-week
programme was aimed at beginning levels of Netball to
develop basic skills and game knowledge. Students who
enrolled received a St Paul’s kit bag, netball and netball shirt.
In 2020 we are looking to expand our Netball programme to
include competitive teams. Keep an eye out for registration
information and details on how to join the St Paul’s Netball
Parent Committee.

SECONDARY SCHOOL

INDEPENDENT SPORTING ASSOCIATION (ISA)
The 2019 winter season will go down as one of the most
successful ISA seasons in the St Paul’s Sport Academy, with
eight of our thirteen teams progressing to the semi-finals and
five claiming the title of premier team.
The St Paul’s Football programme is currently in a phase of
expansion and this year we increased by two teams. Our teams
had a fantastic season, dedicating their time and effort to
building as a cohesive unit under some fantastic coaching.
The First XI and U13 Boys had a stellar season and were
unfortunate to be knocked out in the semi-finals. Our new
additions were the U15 Boys and Junior Girls teams who rose to
the challenge and reached the finals. The U15’s went down 2-1
in the final against some tough competition. The Junior Girls
peaked at the height of the season; they played their best game
in the final and won 1-0. The “Team of the Year” award went
to our undefeated Open Girls team whose sportsmanship and
dedication this season have been truly awesome to witness.
A special mention goes to our First XI Boys. As all were in
Year 12 this year, it marks the end of an era for a team of boys
who came together in the early years of secondary school.
Although their season didn’t end as planned, they have paved
the way for a strong Football programme as those in the grades
below look to emulate the success and teamwork of this group.

Due to popular demand, ISA Tennis doubled in size this year
and it is fantastic to see so many students learning this skilled
discipline under the very experienced eye of our head coach,
Mrs Podesta. The Division 4 and 11 teams were unfortunate to
miss out on semi-finals by only a few sets. It is an exciting time
for Tennis at St Paul’s and we hope to continue building on this
success and expand our teams next season.
With the success of this season, St Paul’s will move up
the ranks to Division 1 in the ISA for a number of sports.
This will definitely test and challenge us but with the grit and
determination of our students and experienced, well-qualified
coaches, I believe we will be able to compete with the best ISA
has to offer in 2020.

Our three Netball teams had many opportunities to celebrate
the 2019 season. Whilst the Intermediate team didn’t come
away with a title, they held their heads high amongst some
very difficult competition in the Inter A Division. The Junior
and Opens teams worked hard throughout the year and after
nail-biting games in the semi-finals and an extra time game in
the finals, walked away with the championship. St Paul’s has
some very talented Netball players and the future is bright for
our Netball programme as we look to the 2020 season.
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ATHLETICS
This year, St Paul’s hosted the ISA Athletics Carnival. This gave
our Year 11 and Year 9 Physical Activity and Sport Studies
(PASS) students a unique look behind the scenes of running
a large-scale event. The day was a great success both on and
off the track with some very good results and personal bests
for our team. Due to the success of our athletes, St Paul’s was
awarded Champion School in Division 2 Junior Girls and overall
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Champion School in Division 2 Girls. We had an impressive
seventeen students qualify for NSW Combined Independent
Schools (CIS) Athletics this year – a fantastic achievement.
Congratulations to Lauren Adams – third in 1500m and first in
3000m; Ariana Levy – third in Discus and first in Javelin; and
Alysha Pearson – first in Shot Put with a new record, and first in
Discus at the CIS Carnival.

Cultural Tour 2019

LATIN AT ST PAUL’S
Secondary School Latin teachers, Geoff
Anderson and David Peddar, recently
enjoyed a visit from alumni, Christopher
Haddad (see feature on pages 18 and 19).
Geoff and David describe how Latin is very
much alive here at St Paul’s.
Salvete lectores!,
Latin has a strong history at St Paul’s Grammar School. It has
actively been taught since the school’s foundation. Amongst
all the languages students can study in both the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme and the IB
Diploma, Latin provides a challenging, vigorous and ultimately
intrinsically rewarding experience. As the language of Ancient
Rome, its conquests, empire and eventual fall provide a strong
global focus and context for a language which was spoken from
the foothills of Scotland to the edge of the modern Middle East.
Latin, beyond being the language of the Romans, has informed
and shaped not only English and the Romance languages but
ideologies, academia, systems of thought, popular culture and
the way in which Western civilisation at large has interacted with
the world.
Granted, Latin provides a contrasting experience regarding
modern language acquisition; focusing on literacy and
translation skills as opposed to listening or even engaging
others in extended dialogues and conversations. It involves
codifying language, looking between similarities and patterns
within verbs, adjectives and nouns and seeing how they fit
within a coherent sentence, paragraph or extract of verse.
There are multiple opportunities for our students to experience
and explore Latin, such as the Year 8 Latin Camp where our
students join other young Latin students from across New
South Wales, and the ever-popular Cultural Tour – seeing

Year 8 Latin Camp 2017

Latin inscriptions, graffiti and the culture on full display within
Pompeii, Herculaneum and Rome itself.
Besides supporting the sciences, medicine, theology and law,
ultimately Latin acts as the gateway to the world of the ancients.
Whether it is the terse, action-packed commentaries of Caesar
himself, the sweeping poetics of Virgil and Ovid, or the blunt
witticisms scattered about the rhetoric of Cicero. As such, Latin
provides a continuous link to reflect on how the Western world
perceive themselves as the ‘heirs’ of the Romans.
Despite the infinite groans and questions of “Sir, why
should I study a DEAD language?”, Latin allows a range of
opportunities and skill development in a variety of areas,
whether it be in the realms of academia in history and
archaeology, education, politics, theology, medicine, law,
government, literary pursuits, or even programming and
coding in STEM education. Latin, in terms of skills acquisition
has a versatility and branches into transferrable and adaptable
skills for the changing nature of the modern workforce.
Valete in pace,
Magistres Anderson et Peddar
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 31

SPGS
COMMUNITY

WEDDING

In July 2019, Megan Gray, a classroom teacher from the
St Paul’s Secondary VAPA Faculty and her husband, Eddy,
were married at Hillsong Chapel.
The reception was held at Oatlands House. It was a lovely day with family, friends
and colleagues – even a few students made an appearance! The whole day was
such a testimony to God’s goodness and grace, and how He has worked in Megan’s
and Eddy’s lives to bring them together under Him. Megan and Eddy are so
thankful for all the support and love they have received from their families, church
and school community. Miss Gray is now very happily known as Mrs Megan Johnny.
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In April 2019, Kristy Edwards,
Head of Learning Enrichment
in the Junior School, and her
husband, Scott, were married
in an intimate backyard
ceremony at their family home.
It was a beautiful day filled with dancing
and laughter, which they shared with
their closest family and friends. Kristy
and Scott are thankful for the blessing
they have been to each other and the
blessings God continues to provide.

In July 2019, Kate Ridge,
a classroom teacher from
the St Paul’s Secondary
PDHPE Faculty and her
husband, Chris, were
married in Honolulu,
Hawaii.
Kate is from America and Chris
from Australia, so it was an intimate
group of twenty-five from across
the globe who joined them to
celebrate this perfect day!
Kate and Chris feel truly blessed.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 33

SUMMER 2020

