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From the Principal

Once again this edition of Futurum captures the breadth
and diversity of St Paul’s. It never ceases to amaze me how
many activities and events occur throughout the life of our
school community.
St Paul’s truly reflects its holistic
educational philosophy as we seek
to educate the whole child, not just
their intellect. This, I believe, is a great
strength of our school and equips and
encourages our graduates to be effective
and successful contributors to our society.
Much of this edition focuses on various
people who make up our community;
our students, their families, our staff
both past and present and of course,
our past graduates. This focus on people
is very appropriate for St Paul’s as it seeks
to celebrate community. In particular,
it is wonderful to hear about the
achievements and the interesting
life experiences of our ex-students.

As our school gets older, it is good to
see the growing sense of heritage and
tradition. This year we have celebrated
a number of anniversaries of various
aspects of the school. It is important
to acknowledge and recognise the past
and to be grateful for those who have
served faithfully to make the school the
rich and complex learning community
that it is today.
I am continually thankful to God for
His ongoing blessing of our school.
It is indeed a privilege and honour
to be part of this place.
Ian Wake

Editor’s comment
Futurum and the Alumni
Community is moving to
a digital platform.
Futurum Digital
As we further embrace technology at
St Paul’s, Futurum will predominately
be published in digital format on
our school website. Members of our
school community will receive email
notification when new editions of
Futurum are released. We will also
publish posts, with links, via our social
media platforms (Facebook and
Instagram).
Hard copies of Futurum will be
supplied to all current school families.
A limited number of hard copies will
be available in both the Junior School
Reception and Secondary School
Reception and by special request.
Please email info@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
with your mailing details.

Alumni Community
We recognise that our Alumni
are an integral part of the St Paul’s
community. The legacy left by our
former students has helped to shape
and influence St Paul’s and also
contributed to the school’s success
over many years.

Our overall aim is to:

We recently published the second
edition of ‘Alumni News’, the
quarterly newsletter for Alumni of
St Paul’s Grammar School. We hope
that by reconnecting with our Alumni,
it provides a way for former students
to stay informed and be involved
in various school activities and
alumni events.

• Enable our Alumni to participate
in the further development
of St Paul’s.

The newsletter is available to view
on our website, under ‘School
Newsletters’. We would like to
encourage our alumni community
to reconnect with us. Contact
details can be emailed to us
at alumni@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

• Strengthen the ties between
former students and St Paul’s
• Engage the interest and increase
the activity of our Alumni
community

This Edition of Futurum
In this edition, many significant
anniversaries within the school are
celebrated, a number of staff are
farewelled and we showcase some
amazing school events. We learn more
about the role of the School Board
at St Paul’s and gain a deeper insight
into what’s happening in our amazing
Music Technology programme.
Welcome to your Summer 2018
Futurum.
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SUMMER 2018

calendar at a glance...

Fri 1 February
Sunset Social

Fri 5 April
Grandparents
Day

SCHOOL
CARNIVALS

Mon 18 March
Junior School Parent/
Teacher Interviews

Tues 5 February
Kindergarten, Year 7 and New
Students Portrait Photos
Fri 12 April
Easter Chapel

Sat 4 May
Annual Ball
with Debutantes

Wed 19 and
Thurs 20 June
School Photos

Swimming
Carnival

Cross Country
Carnival

Athletics Carnival

Wed 6 February
Junior School

Tues 9 April
Junior School

Fri 15 February
Secondary School

Wed 10 April
Secondary School

Fri 10 May
Junior School
Thurs 9 May

Secondary School

Cafe by Numbers

Permanent Staff

Casual Staff

7kg

70

90

4 dozen

16

36

of Coffee Consumed
Each Week

Eggs Per Week

Average Number of Hot
Beverage Orders Per Day

Tables

Litres of Milk
Per Week

Chairs

Most Popular
Most Popular
Milkshake Flavour

Most Popular
Coffee Order

Chocolate

Latte

Most Popular
Sweet Treat

Favourite Baked Goods
of Futurum’s Editors

Caramel Slice

Scones

Most Popular Item on the Menu

Bacon & Egg Roll and Ham & Cheese Croissant
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The Release
of ‘Our Story’
In August and September this year, it was our pleasure to
introduce three new short films to the St Paul’s community that
tell ‘Our Story’. The first episode, ‘Our History, Our Future’ was
released in December 2017.
One of the distinctives of St Paul’s is the International
Baccalaureate (IB) and these three new short films focus on
the educational programmes offered as part of the IB. St Paul’s
Grammar School is an IB Continuum School – which means we
offer three of the Programmes – the Primary Years Programme,
the Middle Years Programme and the Diploma Programme.

The Primary Years Programme (PYP):
The PYP is a distinct philosophy and curriculum organisation
that sets St Paul’s Grammar School apart from other schools.
The PYP is taught from Pre-Kindergarten through to Year 6.
The student is at the centre of the learning and all key learning
areas are carefully planned into six different units of work that
look at Australian and global issues. As a Christian Grammar
School, St Paul’s delivers the PYP in order to develop students’
understanding of their world. The NSW government curriculum
is fully implemented within the PYP.

The Middle Years Programme (PYP):
The MYP is for students in Years 7 to 10 and is taught alongside
the New South Wales government curriculum. The MYP
emphasises student-centred learning with real-life applications
that look at both Australian and global issues. As a Christian
Grammar School, St Paul’s delivers the MYP curriculum in order
to develop students’ skills and understanding of concepts
across all subject areas, using social, research, communication
and self-management skills.

The Diploma Programme (DP):
The DP is for students in Years 11 and 12 and is taught as an
alternative to the New South Wales government Higher School
Certificate. As a Christian Grammar School, St Paul’s delivers
the IB Diploma programme which features exploration of deep
subject specific knowledge across a broad curriculum. The
IB Diploma explicitly develops research, critical and creative
thinking skills. As a result, Diploma graduates are sought after by
the world’s best universities for further study at an undergraduate
level, with many students continuing to post-graduate study.

The short films can be viewed on our
website: www.stpauls.nsw.edu.au/about/
our-story-film-series
We are looking forward to sharing
more episodes in ‘Our Story’ in 2019.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Family Profile: The Levy Family
The Levy family are active
volunteers and advocates
in our local community.
The three Levy children have
only ever known schooling
at St Paul’s Grammar School
and are high achieving young
sportspeople.
They share with us some insights
into their busy year and some of
the highlights they have enjoyed.

Who is the Levy family?
The Levy family is a family of five:
Sharon: mother, wife, Commercial
Litigation Lawyer;
Grant: father, husband and High
School Leader of Wellbeing/Mathematics
teacher;
Ariana: aged 13, crazy for sport,
reading and art;
Cooper: aged 11, loves his sport
(especially soccer), as well as playing the
guitar and anything to do with numbers;
Owen: aged 8, another soccer tragic,
who also enjoys playing the guitar and
building anything with any materials
he can get his hands on.

How do you like to spend time
together as a family?
Our children are all very heavily involved
in their various sports, such as athletics,
soccer and AFL in particular. We often
spend time together supporting their
sporting endeavours. We also love to
go camping and try to get away two
to three times throughout the year.
We like to do things the traditional way,
finding a good patch of grass, pitching
the tent and roughing it a little. When
we get a spare day, we like to have picnic
lunches somewhere along a river, or head
down south for a day at the beach.

Why did you choose to send
your children to St Paul’s?
We were initially looking at a more
challenging pre-schooling option for
Ariana, as opposed to a basic long day
care. A friend of ours recommended the
Pre-Kindergarten at St Paul’s, which was
in its first year. We decided to give it a
try and loved everything about it – the
4
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friendly and dedicated staff, the teaching
philosophy and the facilities and grounds.
We subsequently decided to continue
Ariana’s enrolment in Kindergarten
the following year.

What are the things you engage
with at St Paul’s that you really
value as a family?
We love the fact that St Paul’s is a PreKindergarten to Year 12 School and that
the students all positively interact with
each other. Secondary School students
are given opportunities to engage with
the younger students in mentoring roles
or even helping out at school carnivals.
We feel a sense of inclusiveness and
that our input, should we have any, is
valued and encouraged. We appreciate
the rich and diverse opportunities that
St Paul’s provides our children and that
students are actively encouraged to
take advantage of these opportunities.

What are some of things your children
enjoy at St Paul’s?
We enjoy all of the opportunities we are
given at school, such as representative
sport, performing in the conservatorium
concerts, performing in musicals and
Chinese eisteddfods, specialist PE
lessons, camps and excursions. We also
enjoy learning another language (or two)
and like the fact that our teachers
work hard to make learning enjoyable.

What is your favourite event on the
St Paul’s calendar?
Both the Junior School and Secondary
School musicals, athletics carnivals, the
Year 7 and 8 Mother and Daughter High
Tea have been highlights in 2018. We also
enjoyed the Colour Fun Fundraiser
and the Year 5 Father and Son Camp.

What are some things you find
challenging as parents (or as a family)?
Finding enough quality time to spend
as a family can be a challenge. Between
work, various sporting commitments
and volunteer work, it is sometimes hard
to find enough time to really appreciate
what we have and take time out.
Note: Grant is President of a local Little
Athletics Club. Sharon is Chair of the Board
of The Haven – Nepean Women’s Shelter.

What has been a highlight for your
family so far in 2018?
Definitely the opening of The Haven –
Nepean Women’s Shelter. The concept of
the domestic violence shelter was a vision
of Sharon’s and a few other like-minded
individuals around 18 months ago. It was
made a reality when the doors opened
in April this year. To see the community,
including St Paul’s, rally together to raise
funds and to donate time, skills, resources
and items to make the vision a reality, in
such a short space of time, is something
our family is very proud of. Many lives
have been changed for the better.
Throughout the process, our children
have also learnt invaluable life lessons
in helping others less fortunate.
Other highlights include girls’ trips to
the Gold Coast for the Commonwealth
Games and Cairns for the Australian
Junior Athletics Championships. There
was also a boys’ trip for Cooper and
Grant to New Zealand where Cooper
competed for the Little Athletics NSW
team. Ariana also had some considerable
sporting highlights including winning two
State Championships and a National Title
in athletics. She also won her AFL Grand
Final, kicking eight goals in the final and
being named Player of the Match by the
Western Sydney Giants Junior AFL. Both
boys also had a fantastic year on the
soccer pitch, ending the season as
their team’s top goal scorers. Both were
invited to trial for representative teams
in October.

What is your family looking forward
in 2019?
Sharon and Grant are both looking
forward to celebrating milestone
birthdays, as well as a few more camping
trips. Owen is excited about his first year
in the Primary School, Cooper, his final
year at the Junior School and Ariana,
her first year of electives.

Staff Profile

Karen
Heath

How long have you worked at St Paul’s?
I started working at St Paul’s as a casual
teacher in 2007, so I have been teaching
here for eleven and a half years.
Where did you grow up?
I was born in Zurich, Switzerland. My
parents moved to Australia when I was
three years old. I grew up in Oxley Park.
We lived on a quarter acre block with
a creek across the road. It was a very
happy neighbourhood.
Tell us about your journey to becoming
a teacher.
I always wanted to be a teacher up until
I was in Year 10, when I toyed with the idea
of becoming a Speech Therapist. When
I realised that studying Chemistry was a
prerequisite to getting into the course at
University, I changed my mind very quickly.
I went on to study Primary Teaching at
Macquarie University. I have worked as
an ESL teacher, in Learning Support and
also as a classroom teacher. I am currently
teaching in Pre-Kindergarten.
Did you always know you wanted
to be a teacher?
As far back as I can remember, I wanted
to be a teacher. I loved the idea of writing
on the chalkboard and marking books.
When I was in Year 4 though, I had a
teacher who demonstrated to me that
being a teacher was so much more than

these things. He was very caring and he
showed genuine interest in his students,
both inside and outside the classroom.
He was kind yet firm, gentle but strong.
He sought to bring the best out in his
students. It was his example of what
a teacher could be, that was the real
inspiration for me choosing teaching
as a career.
As an educator, what inspires you?
It is the children who inspire me. The
children in Pre-Kindergarten arrive with
a beautiful sense of wonder and a natural
curiosity about the world around them.
They inspire me to look closely at what’s
around me and to take pleasure in simple
things, even something as simple as a
black beetle! I have a responsibility to
foster and encourage these qualities.
Their questions, their sense of fun, their
desire to please and their trust in me, all
inspire me to be the best I can be for them
by nurturing them and by making learning
playful and fun.
How does your faith influence your
role as a teacher?
My faith is at the core of who I am,
so the two are inseparable. I believe that
St Paul’s is the place that God has placed
me to serve Him. My faith impacts my
attitude to work, the way I lead and the
way I teach. God wants me to work at
my job wholeheartedly and I do this by
seeking to do my best. I am so thankful
that I have a job that I love. I seek to lead
the wonderful women I work alongside in
Pre-Kindergarten with humility and grace.
And lastly, I seek to love the children in my
care, giving them a glimpse of how much
Jesus loves them and desires to have
a relationship with them.
What do you enjoy about St Paul’s?
I have a strong connection with St
Paul’s, having experienced it as both a
teacher and a parent. I enjoy the sense of
community fostered here, the friendships
I have formed, the way the staff work as
a team, the caring environment and the
positive impact it has had on my own
children and their faith. I love how St Paul’s
encourages its students to look upward

and outward, and to go out into the world
to serve. I believe St Paul’s is such a special
place because God is at the centre of all
we do here.
Tell us about your family.
I am married to Mr Heath, who also works
at St Paul’s in the Secondary School. We
have been married for 27 years. We have
four great children. Isaac is our eldest.
He is in his third year at UNSW studying
a double degree in Chemical Engineering
and Material Science. Jessie is our second
child. She left St Paul’s last year and is
studying Primary Teaching at Australian
Catholic University. Hannah and Elliot
are our youngest and are twins. They are
studying the IB in Year 11 at St Paul’s. We
all attend Springwood Anglican Church,
love our sport and enjoy good food.
What hobbies do you enjoy?
In the holidays, my favourite thing to do
is to curl up with a cup of tea and a good
book. I love to read. Once I start a book,
I become totally absorbed and find it very
hard to put down. I also love cheering
on the Sydney Swans with my family,
going to the movies and bushwalking.
What is your favourite verse in the
Bible? Why?
It is hard to choose a favourite but there
are two verses in the Bible that are my
‘go to’ verses. The first is Philippians 4:6-7
‘Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’
The second verse is Isaiah 41:10 ‘So
do not fear, for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you, I will help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.’
I love these verses as they are continual
reminders to me that God, the Creator
of all things, cares about me at all times.
He wants me to hand all my worries over
to Him so He can provide me with the
strength I need to face all situations, all the
while, blanketing me with His transforming
peace. God is so loving and faithful.
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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International Student
Programme Update
This year we have
welcomed visitors
to St Paul’s from
China and Japan.
In February, we had the pleasure of
hosting nineteen students from Deyang
Foreign Languages School in China.
Accompanying these students was
their Principal, Mr Dong Tao, along with
several teachers from the school. The
visiting students spent a day in the Junior
School with Year 5 and Year 6 classes.
They had a wonderful day of learning in
an environment far different to what they
experience in China. This visit culminated
with Mr Wake and Mr Tao signing a Sister
School Agreement.

6
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At the start of Term 3, we welcomed 24
students from Koshigaya Minami High
School in Japan. These students spent
five days in the Secondary School and
stayed with local families during their
visit. Throughout each day, the students
engaged in English lessons in the
morning and afternoon. In the middle
part of the day, they were integrated
in a variety of classes with Year 10
and Year 11 students. The visiting
students had a wonderful time at our
school and were made to feel very
welcome, particularly by their Year 11
local “buddies”. As a thank you for our
hospitality, on their final day they put
on a fabulous cultural performance for
several Year 11 classes. This performance
showcased their talents in singing,
dancing and acting.

Our final group of visitors also arrived
at the start of Term 3. For this visit, we
welcomed 24 students from Huangzhou
Tianhang Experimental School in China.
Again, these students were accompanied
by their school’s Principal and several
teachers. The students enjoyed a day
in a variety of Year 7 and Year 8 classes.
They particularly enjoyed joining in the
Medieval Day with our Year 8 students,
coincidentally occurring on the day
of their visit.
Julie McDonough
International Students and Homestay
Coordinator

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Staff Farewell:

Erica
Galbraith

As Erica Galbraith, Head of Learning Support in the Junior
School, enters retirement, she shares some reflections
with us about her 35 year association with St Paul’s.
My connection with St Paul’s Grammar
School has been a long and happy one.
My husband John and I were looking
for a Christian school for our children.
We were very impressed after listening
to Dr Michael Barrett discussing his
vision for a school which would be
“unashamedly Christian”. Our two eldest,
Doug and Lizz began in 1984 in Years
7 and 9. It was a very early start for the
children from our orchard in Bilpin and
at first required a change of buses. All
seven of our children attended St Paul’s
as well as some of our grandchildren.

at Macquarie University. I had a wonderful
job as part of a Learning Difficulties team
within the Department of Education,
until it was disbanded. I began as a
special education teacher at St Paul’s in
2001, then became a coordinator followed
by Head of Learning Enrichment P-6.

I had always wanted to become a
teacher, so of course, used to get the
neighbourhood children together to
play schools. My first teaching position
in 1969 was in a country town, Batlow,
near the Snowy Mountains. Because
I was the only graduate in English there,
I had the privilege of teaching this subject
to Years 11 and 12. I had left school after
completing the Leaving Certificate,
did four years of University to become
an English / History teacher and was
given Years 11 and 12 HSC students,
together, doing six different levels in
only five periods a week! A nightmare
for a 21-year-old teacher, whose students
were mostly only three years younger!

My time at St Paul’s has been both an
enriching experience and a challenging
one. Working here has not been a
“job” – I believe it is a calling. I believe
God placed me here at just the right
time. Many of my dear colleagues have
become very close friends, almost family.
At the most difficult time of my life,
when our beloved son Joshua was killed
(he was working in OOSH while attending
university), the school rallied together
and supported me as a family does.
I am eternally grateful to John Collier,
Ruby Holland and my beautiful friends
who helped me through this difficult time.

After returning to Sydney to do some
casual work, while also working on
the orchard while having my children,
I decided to retrain in Special Education.
I completed various courses and then
my Master’s Degree in Special Education

I am very passionate about advocating
for all students, but especially those
who have learning difficulties and
special educational needs. I am a great
believer in research and try to follow
what is “best practice”. Sometimes
this can be challenging!

It has been a great blessing to watch our
students grow and mature into beautiful,
thoughtful people. It has been amazing
to witness some students who struggled
in the Junior School, flourish as they grew
up. How wonderful it was to see many of
the students participate in Peer Reading
and Mentoring when they were in Years 11

“Mrs Galbraith is such a generous person; whether
in time or deed – she was always there for students,
staff and parents alike. She oozed passion and
advocacy for children.” – Ian Brooker, Head of Junior School
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and 12, remembering how they had been
helped in the Junior School. I love it when
some of the students pop into the Hub
on the way home just to say hello. I will
miss these interactions.
My husband and I still have an orchard
in Bilpin and when I retire I hope to spend
a little more time doing things I love such
as growing and tending the raspberries
and blackberries. I also hope to volunteer
at the local school – listening and helping
kids to read.

My aim has been and always
will be, to assist students to
read and to encourage them
to experience all the pleasures
reading can bring.
I especially encourage children to read
the Bible for themselves so that they are
not dependent on anyone telling them
what is within God’s word. Spending time
with my grandchildren (two new ones
soon), and being able to attend functions
at their schools will be wonderful. I will
miss everyone and especially working
with “my” wonderful team of Learning
Enrichment Assistants whom I love dearly.
As I look back on 35 years of association
with St Paul’s and my 18 years of teaching,
I still believe our school has kept true to
Dr Barrett’s ideal of being “unashamedly
Christian”. I am so very grateful to my
Heavenly Father for guiding me to this
place and being with me. I pray for
my beloved students and will continue
to pray that they might know Him and
His beloved son Jesus, who died for us,
that we might live.
“… whoever comes to me I will never
drive away.” John 6:37

Staff Farewell:

John Peters and
Mark Brereton
At the end of 2018, two
teachers from the Science
Department enter retirement
– John Peters and Dr Mark
Brereton.
John Peters has been an integral part
of the St Paul’s community for fourteen
years. He is a valued member of the
Science and Christian Living faculties.
John is an asset to the co-curricular life
at St Paul’s, participating in the variety
of camps offered at St Paul’s including
Duke of Edinburgh Snowy Mountain trip,
Whitsunday Field Trip, as well as service
camps such as his recent trip with Year 11
to Cambodia.
He willingly gives of his time to support
the sporting opportunities of our students
by driving the school bus for netball and
cricket throughout NSW.
It has been a pleasure working with
John. He emits a powerful Christian

presence. He is an innovative Science
teacher creating exciting science
lessons, always building a positive rapport
with his students.
Dr Mark Brereton has been an inspiring
influence on the Science Faculty and
students at St Paul’s, through his passion
and love of Chemistry.
Mark began his teaching career in
1984 and has taught Chemistry in various
countries, including England and Kuwait.
Mark has been with us at St Paul’s for
two years. Although this time is short,
his presence will make long lasting
impacts on the future learning for our
Science students. St Paul’s has been
blessed to have Mark as a member of the
St Paul’s community sharing his expertise
acquired over 33 years of teaching.
We congratulate John and Mark on their
long standing careers and retirement.
We wish them and their families God’s
rich blessings for the future.

John Peters

Mark Brereton

“What a pleasure it has been working
with John. He makes you laugh, think,
question life, question yourself and
then, laugh again. We will miss John
greatly.”

“The short time I have worked with Mark has been
a pleasure. His extensive knowledge on life and
Chemistry is inspirational. I know he will cherish
the next chapter in life with his two boys. I will
be in contact with him to learn more Chemistry!”

– Reflection from the Science Staff

– Reflection from the Science Staff

Other Staff Farewells
Congratulations to Anita Deroussent,
from the Finance Office, and John Shaw,
from the Properties Team, who both
retired in 2018. We thank them for
their valuable contributions to St Paul’s.
May the years ahead bring them
great joy and God’s richest blessings.
We also thank Matthew Barton and Rhian
Smith, from the Properties Team, for their
dedicated service at St Paul’s. We wish
them well in their new endeavours.

Anita Deroussent

John Shaw

Matthew Barton

Rhian Smith

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Junior School Musical
The Junior School Hall was recently transformed into the African
Pride-lands to showcase the talents of many of our Year 5 and
6 students in our Junior School musical production of “The Lion
King Jr”. The performers amazed the sold-out auditorium with
their performances and everyone was wowed by the wonderful
costumes and make-up.
The journey began at the beginning
of Term 1 when students took a big
risk and auditioned an individual song
in front of a panel of teachers, proving
their commitment and willingness to
try new things. The audition process
continued throughout the term as we
carefully watched children tackle dance
sequences, improvise with movement
and drama and take on “The Lion King
Jr” characters. The teachers had a
difficult job deciding who would be the
main cast members as all the students
were so fabulous.
After roles were assigned, students
got down to learning lines
and working through the
script. Every Thursday after
school, teachers and

high school students choreographed
wonderful dances and the students
learnt to work through the creative
process, often adding their ideas and
feedback, proving flexible when dances
changed and improved. Monday lunch
times were dedicated to singing and
Mrs Mansley and Mrs McCaffery taught
the cast the many songs that made up
the show. Some of the music was really
challenging – lyrics in African languages,
three part harmonies and unusual
rhythms. It was fabulous seeing the
children persevere and perform beautiful
singing at the performances.

As the children worked on singing,
drama and dance, Mrs Willett lead
an incredible and enthusiastic team
of staff and parent helpers who created
the costumes. Every week for two terms
the costume and prop room was a-buzz
with energy, creativity and not a little
hot glue! The team worked overtime
and with great generosity to fulfil the
vision of the Creative Team and they
delivered above and beyond.
The team of staff and students who
worked back stage and front of house
also showed commitment and initiative.
Without the support of all of the behindthe-scenes people these productions
are impossible. The students are thankful
for their opportunity to be a part of
“The Lion King Jr” and it is pretty safe
to say that they will carry with them
the memories created in this production
for a very long time.
Corinne Day and
Rachael Jamieson Newton
Directors
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Farewell
to Year 12, 2018

Year 12, 2018 were formally farewelled from our School
Community at the end of Term 3.
We expressed our thanks to Year 12 in various ways. Students
and their families enjoyed breakfast, a Farewell Chapel service,
House Farewells and the Valedictory Assembly, on what was
an amazing final day for Year 12 students.
The friendships formed amongst St Paul’s students are very
strong and are again evident with this year’s cohort. Strong
friendships have also occurred within our parent body, after
years of sharing their children’s growth and development
at dance and music performances, sporting fixtures and
other school events.
The Valedictory Dinner was a celebration for Year 12 students,
their families and staff as students concluded their formal
schooling at St Paul’s. The night featured addresses by
Mr Philip Heath, Mr and Mrs Walsh (Year 12 parents), Samuel
Keogh and Lena Xia (our outgoing School Vice Captains) and
our School Principal, Mr Wake. A very moving video of special
memories of the students’ time at St Paul’s was prepared
by Miss Kymberley Newby. A copy of the film was gifted
to each student at the end of the evening.
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Mr Wake also formally recognised the outstanding
achievements of a range of Year 12 students.
In Honore Habeantur
Students who have demonstrated outstanding effort and
dedication to their House. The translation of the Latin phrase,
Honore Habeantur is “held in high esteem” and refers to the
high regard that these students are held in their respective
Houses by both students and staff.
The Major Awards winners were:
Castlereagh:

Gisele Bentley

Claremont:

Matthew Featherby

Cornwallis:

Ioan Hastie

Melville:

Isabella Bonazza

Strathdon:

Hayley Cohen

Wilberforce:

Alyssa McCulloch

Each of these events were a wonderful
celebration for the students, their families
and the staff. The St Paul’s community
wish each of our Year 12, 2018 Graduates
every blessing in the pursuit of their future
dreams and goals.

The Captains’ Award
Awarded to a deserving student who displays competence,
commitment, courtesy and concern for others routinely; who
without fuss or fanfare or acknowledgement contributes daily
to the ethos of St Paul’s.
Captains’ Award Winner: Connor Tholen
The Rubicon Award

The Principal’s Award for Character
and Involvement
Awarded by the Principal to a student who:
–– shows grace in the way they value themselves and others
–– is unique and capable
–– consistently fosters and pursues excellence in academic,
sporting and cultural areas

Awarded by the Secondary School Executive to the student
who consistently goes above and beyond in all aspects of their
schooling life and has left no stone unturned in preparation
for life after school.

–– displays leadership in the way he or she works cooperatively

Rubicon Winner: Noah Godsell

Principal’s Award Winner: Matilda McDonell

–– thinks creatively and critically and communicates effectively
–– displays a love of learning across a wide range of fields

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 13

Nicole Bryce
St Paul’s alumna, Nicole Bryce,
graduated from St Paul’s
in 1993, and was part of the
first cohort to complete the
International Baccalaureate
(IB) at St Paul’s.
Nicole then attended the University
of Sydney and attained a Bachelor of
Science (Hons). After working for two
years in a research lab, she completed
her PhD at the Children’s Hospital at
Westmead/University of Sydney. She
then went on to complete postdoctoral
fellowships in America and Australia.
She is now a Research Fellow (equivalent
to a lecturer) at the University of New
South Wales, where she specialises
in cancer cell biology.

What was your favourite subject
at school? Why?
In my Junior School years, l liked Science
and Textiles, and in the Senior years
I enjoyed Biology. Science is all about
curiosity and understanding how things
work. I have always wanted to know
“but why?” and biology was my favourite
because of the implications to human
health. I never did like the plant topics.
Textiles was a subject that I did for fun
as I have always enjoyed crafts and
I still sew and knit things today.

What is your main area of study/
work now?
At the moment I am running a large scale
drug screening project to discover new
anti-cancer drugs. This has involved
the analysis of approximately two
million images to study the effects the
compounds have on the cells (it’s all
done by robots and computers. I didn’t
have to individually take or look at all of
the images!) I also teach undergraduate
students cellular and molecular biology
and research skills as well as cosupervising PhD students.
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Describe your typical week.
The thing I like about my job is that
there really isn’t a typical week. I have
a big list of things to do and the order
in which that happens all depends on
what experiments are working or if a
paper or grant is being written or when
you can get time on the microscope
or other equipment. I always tell my
students that being a scientist means
that you have to get very good at project
and time management which are not
necessarily skills you would associate
with being a scientist. There are always
meetings with PhD students and other
staff to discuss research projects,
teaching commitments, analysing and
writing up experiments, making figures
or attending seminars from visiting
scientists or serving on university
committees. I also get to travel to
conferences once or twice a year. I feel
like I am always trying to learn something
different each week which helps me
not get bored in my work. I don’t think
I would be very happy in a job where
I did the same thing week to week.

How did school help consolidate
your career path?
I would say that school helped me
narrow down the options for future study,
not necessarily define my career path.
In school I enjoyed Science and I knew
I wanted to do Science at university, but
it wasn’t until I was actually at university
and in 3rd Year that I decided on which
way I was headed within the field.
That then changed when I ventured
out into the real world and got a job.

“There are so many
different types
of scientific career
pathways that can
be taken and this is
a field that is always
evolving new types
of jobs or skillsets.”

School definitely helped me pick the
areas I didn’t want to pursue for a career.
For example, I was always bad at essay
writing at school. My English teachers
used to despair over the brevity of my
responses. These days, that is a major
bonus when it comes to writing up
scientific studies as you always have
a very tight word limit. I also don’t think
that school back then gave you an
appreciation for all of the different
types of careers out there and how
you can change from one to the other
and I really hope that has changed.

Where do you see yourself headed
in the future?
Hopefully still in medical science!
Funding is very hard to get, so job
security can be a big issue. I also plan
on doing more undergraduate teaching.

Have you travelled since leaving
St Paul’s? If so – where, and how
has this influenced you as a person?
I remember going on the Latin excursion
to Paris, Florence and Rome as my first
ever overseas trip when I was 15, walking
along the streets of Paris and realising
that I was just one person in a very big
world. Since then I have been back to
Europe a couple of times, most notably
to meet a lot of extended family in Serbia,
Montenegro and Croatia as well as
visiting friends in the UK and Denmark.
Before starting my PhD I went to Bolivia,
Peru and Ecuador which was an eyeopening experience in terms of poverty.
After finishing my PhD, I moved to the
United States and lived in Memphis for
six months and Nashville for four years.
While I was in the US, I went to Canada
(to meet more family) as well as to lots
of other places in the US to either go to
a conference, visit for fun or play netball.
I’ve been back in Sydney for eleven years
now and still miss my time in Nashville.
It was an incredible place to live and
I made many lifelong friends there. My
Australian and US friends all travelled to

Hawaii for my 40th birthday which was
fabulous having my closest friends all
in one town, since they all live in different
places all over the world these days.
Science is a very international career
and people tend to move to wherever
the job is. One great thing about this
is that you have a place to stay almost
everywhere you go and I enjoy having
people visit me here in Sydney. My next
big trip is early next year, when I will
go trekking in Patagonia and then on
a ship to Antarctica and South Georgia
Island. The world is a much smaller place
these days and I would advise people
to get out there and see as much
as possible to experience how other
people and penguins live.

Do you have a favourite memory
from your time at St Paul’s?
Not sure this is a favourite memory,
but a star’s brightness is known as its
magnitude. This was the first question
I got wrong in a test in Year 8 Science
and the teacher was so happy I finally
got a question wrong that he made
me stand up in class and repeat that
sentence for several minutes. I still
remember that answer to this day.
Happier memories are of my friends
throughout the years as well as the
school camps, IB camps, and travelling
to sports carnivals at other schools.
The funniest memory of Year 12 was

watching Mr Mayrhofer turn red after
being asked by Luke (in all seriousness)
“Sir, how do whales do it?” (That better
not be edited out ).

What is one piece of advice
for current St Paul’s students?

“It is a big world out
there so do not limit
your thinking and
never be afraid
to ask questions!”
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Celebrating
Anniversaries in
the Junior School
This year marked
the 25th Anniversary
of the Junior School
and the 10th
Anniversary of
Pre-Kindergarten.
These occasions were marked by a teddy
bears picnic in Pre-Kindergarten and
Chapel for the rest of the Junior School.
Families were also able to purchase
a special edition tea towel, featuring
the faces of all the students.
The focus of the Chapel was to
celebrate 25 Years of God’s blessing
and faithfulness to the Junior School.
Amongst the invited guests were the
Foundation Head of Junior School,
Rev. John Campbell, previous Heads
of Junior School, Nigel Walker, Christine
Roberts, Nigel Kleinveldt and Julie-Ann
Thomas and past staff members and
students who were in the first year
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of the school. We also welcomed
our Principal, Ian Wake and present
and past board members.
The service was a wonderful time of
reflection including an opportunity to say
and then sing the Junior School prayer,
much to the surprise of Rev. Campbell
who had originally introduced the prayer
when the school started. There was also
an opportunity for Rev. Campbell to
tell some funny stories of the early days
including stories about his dog Fluffy,
that seemed to be the adopted dog
of the Junior School.
One of the highlights of our gathering
was the unveiling of two park benches
that acknowledge Rev. John Campbell,
Foundation Head of Junior School
and Mrs Anne Rogers who has faithfully
served the Junior School continuously
over the 25 years. A remarkable
achievement! The benches will be
placed in ‘Campbell Common’ near
the Infants eating area and the newly
named ‘Rogers Ramble’ behind
the Junior School Hall.

The service concluded with a Bible
talk from the School Chaplain, Mr Grady,
who reminded us of God’s faithfulness
to Joseph and us as a school.
After the service, the congregation
gathered in The Circle for a whole Junior
School photo in the circle to re-enact the
first photo taken there 25 years earlier.
Guests were then able to enjoy morning
tea together in the Inquiry Centre.
It was remarkable to realise the number
of activities and events originally started
in the first year of the school, that
we still do today – a great testament
to the foundation staff and students
who pioneered our Junior School.
A big thank you to all our families,
past staff and students and of course
our past Heads of Junior School who
helped celebrate the day. I would
also like to acknowledge and thank
Mrs Bonazza who co-ordinated
the activities on the day.
Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
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25 Years of the
IB at St Paul’s
Celebrating a quarter of a decade of academic excellence
and growth at St Paul’s.
This year marks the fiftieth year of the
International Baccalaureate world-wide
and 25 years since the first IB Diploma
cohort graduated from St Paul’s.
The IB Diploma was first trialled in
1990 at St Paul’s with a small number
of students in a few subjects. The IB
was introduced to ensure that students
of the school were aware of a world
beyond western Sydney in a time when
the internet was in its infancy and
parochialism was a genuine concern for
many in the local community. The holistic
philosophy of the IB was also felt to be
easily able to be aligned with the school’s
Christian mission.
The first Diploma programme cohort of
eight students completed their Diploma
in November 1993, receiving their
results in January 1994. The Dux was
Ramona Sallins. Nicole Bryce received
the first grade 7 in my class, Biology.
It was a challenging time for the students
and teachers as the IB was essentially
unknown in Australia and certainly NSW
where another school offered it only to
foreign students. St Paul’s IB students
quickly learnt to tell those that asked that
they were studying the HSC as it was too
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much trouble to explain that there
was an alternative to it, let alone
what studying the Diploma involved.
Fortunately universities quickly became
aware of the value of the Diploma
programme and accepted our graduates.
The first students and families to take on
the Diploma were pioneers. In retrospect
I find it incredible, but humbling to
believe that they trusted the school
and its teachers with this alternative
to the status quo of a Government
developed education system.

In the 25 years that have
passed, the IB Diploma has
grown from ten to around fifty
percent of the senior school.
St Paul’s became the first school in
NSW to offer an IB continuum of the
IB Primary Years Programme, Middle
Years Programme and the Diploma
in 2003, maintaining this exclusivity
until 2017. Knowledge of the IB and
its acceptance has grown significantly.
Many St Paul’s teachers have been
able to have the opportunity to work

internationally with the IB to develop
their professional skills, enabling the
school to develop and retain a rich
treasure of educational experts in their
field who share their skill with students on
a day-to-day basis. The influence of the
IB in the school has flowed through to
all teaching, whether students complete
school with the Diploma or not.
There is a strong sense of international
mindedness in the school operating
at many levels. Learning and teaching
across the school is informed by the
guided inquiry pedagogy of the IB.
The critical and creative skills that IB
pedagogy seeks to develop are now
widely recognised as essential for
contemporary society and to prepare
students for an uncertain future. The
foresight and investment of the school
board and senior leadership in the early
1990s has certainly been rewarded
in a rich educational experience
for the St Paul’s community.
Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme Coordinator

Role of the
School Board
St Paul’s Grammar School has a school board that meets
on a regular basis throughout the year. But why do we have
a Board and what does it do?
The Board’s role is one of governance
and it therefore has the responsibility
of providing strategic direction for the
school, of ensuring its effectiveness
and also its ongoing viability. It does
not involve itself in the day-to-day
management of the school, entrusting
that to the Principal and his staff.
In a formal sense, the Board:
• Develops the school’s vision
and mission and sets the strategy
for achieving its goals
• Sets the tone and the ethical
standards of the school and
monitors adherence to those
standards
• Reviews and approves plans and
budgets established by the school’s
management
• Reviews and monitors adherence
to systems of risk management,
governance and legal compliance
• Reviews and monitors the
school’s educational, financial
and operational performance
• Recruits, appoints and supports
the Principal.
On a less formal basis, the Board
operates to support the Principal
and staff through:
• Membership of the Christian
Perspectives Working Party
• Attending school functions
• Meeting together to pray
specifically for the school

In addition to its monthly meetings held
during school terms, the Board has three
standing committees which meet on
a regular basis; the Finance Committee,
the Risk and Compliance Committee
and the Properties Committee.
The Board has a commitment to
its own development and as well
as attending appropriate seminars it
has introduced a professional learning
session at the start of Board meetings
at which a member shares information
on governance and/or education from
their reading or events they have
attended. Additionally, at most meetings
a Head of Department is invited to share
with the Board the goals, achievements
and challenges of their department in
order for the Directors to keep abreast
of developments that may need to
be addressed.

As a Christian school,
St Paul’s has a strong
set of Christian
principles which guide
the current and future
direction of the school.

knowledgeable individuals of integrity,
who are called to serve in the world with
respect and compassion”. The Board’s
role can be summarised as ensuring that
this mission remains relevant and that
we faithfully work towards achieving
our mission.
Peter Mackie
Board Chairman

It is a prime responsibility of the
Board to ensure that those principles
are known and applied throughout
the school. The school’s mission reads:
“As a Christ-centred community,
St Paul’s Grammar School enables
excellence in all areas, empowering
students to be discerning and
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Fathers and
Sons Breakfast

On Thursday 30th August, St Paul’s hosted our Year 7 and 8 boys
and their dads to a breakfast in honour of Father’s Day.
Over the past six years, the school has hosted breakfast events
for middle school students and their parents, rotating between
mothers and fathers with their sons and daughters.
At this event the boys enjoy a hearty, cooked breakfast on
a very cold morning. Mr Grady, our School Chaplain, spoke
about the importance of making quality time to talk together
as fathers and sons and the important role dads play in the
making of boys into men. There were some fun games played
with M & Ms and a game of bingo; these activities provided a
platform for some important conversation between fathers and
sons. In recognition of the special role dads play in the boys’
lives, the boys each wrote their father a Father’s Day card. The
school is happy to have been able to provide this opportunity
for our boys and their dads.
Thank you to our administration and properties teams who
assisted in the set up and clean-up of the event. These staff
were on site very early, so it was a very big day for this team.
Thanks also go to our middle school prefects for their assistance
welcoming the guests and in serving the food and to our
pastoral care team, for cooking the BBQ bacon and eggs.
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A very big thanks to Mrs Jenny Moulds for the delicious
cold buffet. Lastly, thank you to Mr Grady for his thoughtful
presentation for the boys and dads. Next year we will host
mums and sons for Mother’s Day and dads and daughters
for Father’s Day.

reflections from some Of the students
on the event:

What did you enjoy about the breakfast?
• I loved the talks and the food. The cooking was done
by primarily Year 9 students and Heads of House,
and they did a perfect job.
• I enjoyed the awesome breakfast and time talking
with my dad and my friends.
• I enjoy spending quality time with my dad, and talking
about his past.

What was the theme of the breakfast and why is
it important?
• The talks were really fulfilling and inspiring, and I learnt
a lot. The theme for the breakfast was Father’s Day, and
it was important because it helped us think about our dads
and how to spend quality time with them (and how to get
off our screens!).

What did you learn during the morning that you didn’t know
before about your dad?
• I learnt new things about my dad, like that he admired
my persistence and talent in music.
• I learned that he was a rebel during school
and he was respected.
• That dads make mistakes too, and that’s okay.

Will you be doing anything new/different with your
dad resulting from the conversations at this event?
• Because of the Father and Son Breakfast morning and
the talks and conversations we had, I will be spending
more time with my dad and providing opportunities
to openly talk together.
• Yes, we will be hanging out and spending time with
each other more. We will go to more places together
and do some fun things.
• Making time to talk, just us boys!

• Growing up and respecting your dad. It’s most likely that
you will become like your dad so it is important, to respect
him and be nice to him.
• Father’s Day and the importance of making time with father
and son. It’s important because we learn how to be a man
from our dad.
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Service Learning Trip

In the July 2018 school holidays, seventeen Secondary School
students and two teachers from St Paul’s Grammar School
embarked on a service-learning trip to Western Australia. The aim
of the trip was to provide an opportunity for students to immerse
themselves in Martu culture, one of the oldest cultures in the world.
The trip was supported by Rustic
Pathways and Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa (KJ),
a Martu Cultural Knowledge Programme
that aims to develop sustainable
programmes for the Martu communities.
This particular trip supported KJ’s
leadership programme, which enables
the Martu people to express, teach
and discuss aspects of their culture
with the students.
The group departed from Sydney, NSW
and arrived in Newman, WA. From there
they travelled to Yulpu to set up camp,
which is approximately 50km outside
the community of Parnngurr.
Students participated in Martu Wangka
language lessons, recent history lessons
of the Martu people regarding the
changes to last two generations as
well as learning about how the Martu
leadership programme aims to bridge
the gap between their culture and
mainstream Australia. The students
also had the opportunity to hear from
Martu Elders, such as Thelma Judson.
She was born in the desert and spoke
about the traditional way of life and her
experience of seeing white people for
the first time in 1964. The Martu people
shared how they used songlines to find
water holes (soaks) in the middle of the
desert and also guided students to view
some sacred waterholes. Students slept
in tents each night and experienced
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different types of bush tucker such as
bush turkey, kangaroo and honey ants.
On the second part of the trip, students
visited Karijini National Park. They hiked
through the Weano Gorge (handrail
pool), which provided the opportunities
for students to challenge themselves
in physically demanding situations.
The group then set off to Coral Bay
for the last part of the trip. Here they
experienced the beautiful Ningaloo Reef.
Students were lucky enough to snorkel
with manta rays, sea turtles and view
an abundance of other flora and fauna
in the World Heritage-listed site.
Student Reflections

One of the most rewarding aspects
of the trip was seeing God’s beautiful
creation unscathed and in the loving
hands of the Martu people. The scenery
around us was so mesmerising and
we were in total awe of the land and
the people keeping it healthy. Serving
with the KJ (Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa)
rangers and Martu communities from
Newman, Jigalong and Parnngurr was an
extraordinarily high honour and we have
grown so much respect for the people
we worked with and what they stand for.

Learning about the
Martu culture and
immersing ourselves
in that culture was
life-changing and
for many of us, it has
opened our eyes about
Indigenous Australia.
As we strive to follow Jesus’ example,
we should be seeking opportunities
to serve not only our own communities,
but in diverse communities around
Australia and around the world. This may
mean being challenged by alternative
faith systems such as that which we
encountered. These opportunities can
strengthen our own faith as we reflect
on what we believe and can challenge
us to consider how we are called to
serve and love all of God’s people”.
Mark 10:45: For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve.
Keaton Daniels
Year 10 Student

It was such an amazing experience to
immerse ourselves in the Martu culture
for five days and not only to be able
to learn about their traditions and
history, but also participate in some
of their day to day activities such
as hunting, as well as going to some
of their waterholes, over which they
hold the utmost care and protection.

We spent the mornings
of each day going
out exploring and
learning about their
land and their ways
of surviving and spent
the afternoons hanging
around the camp with
the Martu people,
where we were able to
talk to the elders about
their experiences and
ask them questions.
Many of us also spent our afternoons
playing AFL with the Martu children,
or sitting playing UNO with them.
The first night when we arrived in the
community, we were humbly and keenly
welcomed by all the Martu people.
They had already been hunting that
day and were preparing dinner when
we had arrived, so once we had all
got our tents set up, we went and got
involved in helping them. That night we
huddled around the fire and a comment
that was shared by many students,
was how peaceful and calm they felt.
Natalie Willis
Year 10 Student
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Music Technology

A Classroom
with a Difference!

Our Music Technology Studio was created in 2001 with a vision to
provide opportunities for students to explore sound using cuttingedge studio grade technology rarely seen in school environments.
The programme is led by Mr Adam
Jarman, a specialist teacher trained
in sound engineering and sits within
the Music curriculum. Music students
have access to digital audio workstations
running state of the art, professional
standard programs including Reason,
Cubase and Sibelius. Students can
compose, record and notate music and
sound on multiple platforms using many
different techniques. Mr Jarman works
with students teaching them how to
unlock their imaginations to discover
alternative ways of learning
and creating.
After graduating from St Paul’s, many
students have pursued further study
and careers with a music technology
focus including sound engineering,
film, television, radio, entertainment
and composition.
The Music Technology Studio at
St Paul’s Grammar School continues to
provide a unique learning environment
for students which is seldom available
in schools. It’s a classroom with a relaxed
and encouraging environment. Students
are encouraged to take risks with their
learning to reach their musical potential
and to unlock talents that they may
not have realized existed.
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Specifically, from Year 9 to Year 12,
students study the following:
• Performance techniques
and repertoire
• Composition and music notation
• Sound design in film
• Recording techniques
and microphones
• Public Address (PA) equipment
• Sound engineering and mixing
Here is some feedback from students
about the Music Technology programme
at St Paul’s:
“The Music Technology programme
enabled me to expand my knowledge
of music and learn about other cultures.”
Kathleen Connolly, Year 12
“The space is good for learning and is
a fun space for creating music. I feel
happy and relaxed while working in
here. I also feel comfortable to get help
if I need it.”
Matthew Featherby, Year 12
“Great learning space…relaxed, chill,
enthusiastic.”
Josh Lim, Year 9

“The Music Technology studio has
very good equipment for us to use
and I feel comfortable when learning
in there. The computers have all
the programmes I need to channel
my creativity.”
Marvin Madfouni, Year 9
“The programme allow us to be able
to move freely in the space we are given
and allows or imagination to run free.”
Joel Ong, Year 9
“It is an effective, calm working space
and is easy to concentrate in. We work
collaboratively as a class and it is fun.”
Juliette Ruming, Year 9
Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music Academy
Adam Jarman
Secondary School Music Teacher

Staff Farewell:

James Grady

After five wonderful years at St Paul’s, we bid a fond farewell
in September to our School Chaplain, James Grady.
Tell us a little about your family.
I am married to Nat and we have
three boys; Sam, Tom and Will.

What was your journey to becoming
a teacher and pastoral worker?
I had the opportunity to work in schools
from my first year out of school. Around
the same time, my church at the time
offered me a job as a youth minister.
I got to work a day a week at Broughton
Anglican College and I loved it. From
there I got my first full time teaching job
at Barker. After spending three years at
Sydney Missionary and Bible College,
I was very blessed to be offered a job
at St. Paul’s.

What challenges have you faced during
your time at St Paul’s? How did you
overcome them?
There have been a few. In my time at
St. Paul’s, I have lost family members
and watched others struggle with poor
health. There have been challenges in
the life of school for staff and students
that have been really difficult. When it
comes to the big stuff, I am not sure we
overcome the challenges; we learn to live
life with a broken heart. My faith in Jesus
has been the biggest help; because of
Jesus’ death for me I know that whatever
is happening in my world, the reason
for it cannot be that God does not love
me. The second big help has been my
colleagues; many of whom have become
my friends. I believe that the only way to
face challenges is to do so with people
who love you and stand beside you.

What have been a couple of highlights
during your time at St Paul’s?
There have been so many! Spending time
with people in the St. Paul’s community is
central to all my highlights. I have loved
being part of camps at St. Paul’s. I have
loved watching the growth of so many
students in their faith through Cru, Bible
studies and the Cru Weekend Away.
I have loved spending time with my tutor
group each morning. I have loved seeing

students come to Chapel with a positive
attitude and engage with what God has
to say through the Bible. I have loved
having students walk into my office for
a chat. I have loved time spent with my
colleagues. I love catching up with past
students who pop in to visit the school.
You may notice a theme here – I love
St. Paul’s and there is much I am going
to miss!

Tell us about your new job.
I will be working as a pastor at
Campbelltown Baptist Church. My family
have been part of the church for over
8 years. I will be serving the church by
caring for our Sunday congregations
in Campbelltown, preaching week-toweek and working with other leaders
in the church to train and equip them
for ministry. It is a wonderful opportunity
to serve in a church that we love and
are already a part of. Hopefully, I will
get to see the odd St. Paul’s student
when they come along and visit.

What is one piece of advice for
current St Paul’s students?
Nothing is more important than
considering Jesus’ death and resurrection
for you and His claim on your life.
Following Him will be for your joy.

“Thank you everyone for your
care and support. It is very hard
to leave people that you love.
I am very thankful to God for
my time at St. Paul’s and for the
people here. I am praying for
God’s richest blessing on you all.”

“It is with great sadness we
farewelled our School Chaplain,
James Grady, at the end of Term
3. James is going to be missed
by all in our school community.
He was much appreciated by
students, staff and parents and
has contributed significantly to
the Christian culture of St Paul’s.
James has formed lasting and
valued relationships and had
a wonderful ability to relate to
a great diversity of individuals.
Students and staff have spoken
to me about how much James
has impacted on their lives and
how he has encouraged them
to consider the claims of the
Christian faith.
We are excited for James as
he commences full time pastoral
ministry at his church. I know
that the decision to leave our
community has been a difficult
one for James due to the close
relationships he has formed and
his love of the chaplaincy role.
He certainly goes with our
blessing and is in our thoughts
and prayers as he moves into
his new position.
– Ian Wake, Principal

It has been great to welcome Matthew Steele Smith as one of our new chaplains
who has already commenced in Term 3 and has been able to work with James
learning the ropes. At the start of next year we are excited to also welcome
Matthew Palmer who will have the role of Senior Chaplain. Matthew Palmer will
also be the Head of Christian Studies as part of this new role. The two Matthew’s
will provide chaplaincy support and guidance across our whole school community
and will form a new chaplaincy team. God continues to be good to us at St Paul’s.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 25

St Paul’s Cadets
Compete at the NSW
State Championships
St Paul’s Rural Fire Service
(RFS) Cadets have a long
history of competing in
NSW RFS Competitions and
Field Days. Shown by the
many trophies and medals
on display in The Centre
trophy cabinets, they have
also been very successful
over their 20 years as a
registered Cadet Brigade.
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William O’Rourke, the 2018 Cadet
Captain, reflects on the Brigade’s
latest competition achievement.
“Over the weekend of the 14-16
September, the St Paul’s Cadets
competed at the NSW RFS State
Championships in Temora. Our Cadets
entered this competition as the
defending State Champions from the
2016 NSW RFS State Championships.
The team consisted of Blair Tholen,
Connor Riches, Max Fuller, Nicholas
Tree, James Segon and myself, William
O’Rourke. Sam Keogh from Year 12
was the Team Coach. Mr Mark Linfoot
accompanied the team as our bus
driver and Mrs Karen Keogh was
our Team Manager.

Our team trained every Friday, for
two hours, over two and a half terms
in preparation for the championships.
We also trained on some Saturdays,
with the assistance of Londonderry and
Castlereagh Brigades. These brigades
provided feedback on our performance
and graciously allowed us to borrow
their trucks. Mrs Riches also taught the
team members first aid throughout
the preparation for the competition.
The State Competition is a big challenge,
as it is very different to the National
Competition. The events at the State
Competition are about team work
and problem solving. The events were
unknown to the team before arriving
in Temora, as the events change every
championship. Therefore, we needed
to work as a team to overcome obstacles
and strategize on the fire ground.

We arrived in Temora after a six-hour
bus ride on the Friday. At Registration,
we acquired the event guide and started
to study the information it provided us.
As a team, we strategised the best way
to approach the events. That evening
we participated in a Competitors’ Parade
through the streets of Temora. This was
followed by the Opening Ceremony
and dinner. We then returned to Base
Camp at the Aviation Museum, where
we slept in tents, just like a real NSW
RFS Deployment.
Saturday morning was the first day of
competition. After so long training and
quite a bit of nervous energy, the team
was excited to start. Our first event
gave us a taste of what was to come.
We worked together to move water
from drum to drum, using two portable
pumps to extinguish live flames. All of the
events were set out like real emergency
situations, which none of us had ever
experienced.

We all learnt new skills
in First Aid, motor vehicle
accidents, biohazard
reduction and RAFT (Rapid
Aerial Response Teams).
I am pleased to advise that our team
placed second overall in the Junior
Competition of the NSW RFS State
Championships. In the individual
event placings, the team placed first
in ‘Commissioner Impossible’, second
in ‘Biggles Hits the Trail’, third in ‘Fireground Fundamentals’ and third in
the ‘Dam Busters’.
I am thankful for the opportunity to be
able to compete in these competitions.
We extend our gratitude to our Team
Coach and Team Manager for their many
hours spent organising and training the
team. We have all learned many new
skills and feel that we have developed
as firefighters and team players. I would

highly recommend that any Cadets
interested in competitions, try out
for the team next year – it really
is a great experience”.
William O’Rourke
St Paul’s Rural Fire Brigade Cadet
Captain 2018
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2018 Winter
Sports Wrap Up
“Continued growth, commitment to
excellence, competing valiantly and highly
successful” are just some of the amazing
adjectives used by Mr Darryl Kelshaw,
our Sports Academy Coordinator, to recap
the 2018 Winter Sports Season at St Paul’s.
Junior School
The 2018 winter season saw the
continued growth of our junior
programs, expanding our current
football programs, the introduction of
NetSetGo Netball and the continued
success of our Basketball development
program. It was fantastic to see so many
students involved throughout our Junior
School. Our U8, U9 & U12 Nepean
Football teams kicked off the winter
season in April, demonstrating a strong
commitment to excellence throughout
the season. A special mention must go
out to our U12 team, finishing the season
as champions after a nail biting penalty
shootout against Bligh Park. We saw
over fifty students enrolled in our Infants
Football program under the leadership
of Miss Casha with another season of
successful Superhero Saturdays & World
Cup events. We launched NetSetGo
Netball in Term 2, piloting the program
with 20 students as we look to grow to
a fully integrated whole school program
over the next two years. The winter
season also saw a sad farewell to our
basketball development coach Jarrod,
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who after running programmes for many
years with us, has moved to Melbourne.
We thank him for his contribution.
Secondary School
It was another outstanding season for
our Secondary School students, with St
Paul’s finishing with four finalists and two
champion teams across our twelve winter
teams. This season was highly successful
for our Football program, with our Firsts
XI Boys & Opens Girls Football teams
finishing as champions in nerve-wracking
penalty shootouts, demonstrating
a strong commitment to excellence
throughout the season. Our Seconds
Football team went through the season
undefeated to go down narrowly in the
grand final and our U14 team finished as
semi-finalists, narrowly missing out on
a grand final spot. This season marked
the return of St Paul’s to Division 1 in the
ISA Netball competition, where we hope
to consolidate our position amongst
the best ISA schools over the coming
years. It was a challenging season for our
teams this year, competing valiantly in
high divisions against strong opposition

but the girls demonstrated a great work
ethic, working hard all season and saw
some impressive results as the season
moved towards conclusion. St Paul’s
Tennis continued to grow with both
our Division 5 & 9 teams performing
well throughout the season, our Division
5 team competing in the grand final
against St Pius X College, going down
by the smallest margin in another very
stressful grand final match. The winter
season also saw our equestrian students
compete at the NSW Interschools’
Championship with a number of
excellent individual performances where
a number of students gained selection
to the Australian Championships. Our
MD2 athletes kept up to speed with
their fitness competing in a number of
duathlons and our rowers gear up for a
busy term ahead as training and regattas
swing into action as summer approaches.
The St Paul’s Sports Academy looks
forward to seeing all students involved
again in winter 2019, in what is sure to
be another exciting winter sports season.
Darryl Kelshaw
Coordinator of Sports Academy

Editor’s note
Mr Kelshaw has requested
to relinquish his Sport
Coordination role and
focus on a full-time
teaching role at St Paul’s.
Mr Kelshaw has the
school’s gratitude for his
wonderful contribution to
this very important aspect
of our school. We look
forward to welcoming Mrs
Hailey Tantalos as our new
Sport Coordinator in 2019.
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