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EDITOR’S
COMMENT
As 2017 draws to a close, we give
thanks for another amazing year
at SPGS.
In this edition we look at some interesting numbers and facts at
our OSHC program. Our staff profile of Zac Abela gives insights
into the positive impact of learning through play and student-centred
inquiry-based learning.
Preparations for our 2018 Secondary School Musical are well underway,
as you will see when we went along to one of the weekly rehearsals.
Some amazing results and achievements, including those of our Cadets
and the Year 12 Valedictory Dinner, are celebrated. We also recognise
and admire the servant hearts of our student body through the recent
Cambodia Service Trip and Student Wellbeing Project.
Welcome to your Summer 2018 Futurum.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to another edition of Futurum. As you can see from
the variety and range of articles here, our school continues
to be an active and vibrant community.
A quality school is much more than what
happens in the classroom. Education
should be holistic, enabling students
to grow and develop not only in their
intellect but also emotionally, spiritually
and physically.

St Paul’s strives to be a school
where students have a strong
sense of belonging and
acceptance, allowing them to
feel safe and secure and thus
be willing to be involved in
the whole life of the school.
As you read through this edition you
get a sense of the depth and breadth
of our school. There is a real celebration
of learning, acknowledgement of

achievements, great sporting success,
global interactions, focus on the family
and cocurricular activities. We also
include updates on the progress of our
much anticipated secondary school
musical. As I meet with families, this is
what they love about our school.
We know that St Paul’s does well
academically, and I believe we have a
community that understands the value
of students participating in the full life
of the school.
A quality school is also about
relationships and we should always
be looking at ways that these can be
fostered through the whole fabric of the
school. Parents, students and teachers
working together, understanding each
other and moving towards a common

goal of the development of our young
people. What an incredible privilege
it is to be part of this special school
community.
As a Christian school we also have
the special opportunity to discuss and
consider issues of faith and hope. We
want our students to consider their faith
position and make their own informed
choice about their response to a
Christian worldview. In an increasingly
secular society, this is indeed a wonderful
chance to consider things eternal.
I hope you enjoy reading through this
Summer Futurum edition and have real
sense of pride in our amazing school.
Ian Wake
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SUMMER 2018

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE...

Sunset Social
2 February

Grandparents Day
2 March

Junior School Parent/
Teacher Interviews
19 March

Easter Chapel
29 March

Annual Ball with
Debutantes
19 May

Secondary School Musical
8-17 June

Cross Country Carnival
Junior School: 10 April
Secondary School: 29 March

Athletics Carnival
Junior School: 24 May
Secondary School: 8 May

SCHOOL CARNIVALS
Swimming Carnival
Junior School: 7 February
Secondary School: 16 February

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE – OSHC

57

St Paul’s Grammar School
OSHC recognises the
diverse needs of families
in balancing work with
parenting and childcare.

10 STAFF

1 LITRE

Our aim is to provide a quality
childcare service, secured to the
mission and vision of the School,
which supports our families and
those in the wider community.

53

285

Our Service is built upon the
foundation of ‘learning through
play’. Our programme approaches
the ideas of each child as being
of importance, which in turn
strengthens a sense of belonging.
Please contact us if you are
interested in finding out more
information about the OSHC
program at St Paul’s:
Junior School Office:
02 4777 4861
General Enquiries:
oshc@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

LOOK AFTER OSHC
BREAKFASTS
SERVED IN
ONE WEEK

AFTERNOON
TEAS SERVED
IN ONE WEEK

Cinnamon on toast, with a cup of Milo
THE CHILDREN’S FAVOURITE SNACK

Jelly, custard with tinned fruit and 2 minute noodles
TOP 3 INDOOR ACTIVITIES CHILDREN LIKE TO DO

Computers

Box construction

Painting

TOP 4 OUTDOORS ACTIVITIES CHILDREN LIKE TO DO

Making bird nests
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OF PAINT USED IN A WEEK

THE CHILDREN’S FAVOURITE BREAKFAST

Soccer

2

THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF
CHILDREN WHO ATTEND PER DAY

Playing on the equipment
Digging

THE STUDENT
WELLBEING PROJECT
The vision and purpose of the Student Wellbeing Project are simple – to create a community
and school where the mental health of all its students is a top priority, and to create an
environment that facilitates and encourages conversation and expression.
The Student Leaders want to be clear
that there is always someone who is
willing to talk to and help students.
The main element of the Project is the
Student Wellbeing Page on my.stpauls
– a page that seeks to centralise access
to resources. Currently, there are five
main subpages: Mental Health and
Awareness, General Wellbeing, Healthy
Living, Study Skills and Assistance, and
Life Skills. Our intention is to create a
space with featured information (such
as articles and videos) that is sourced
from a variety of reputable, professional
resources and organisations.

In addition to the page on my.stpauls,
the Project has also expanded to include
a collection of physical information and
resources in the Library, as well as a
poster campaign (which you may have
seen appearing around the school in the
past few months).
The Student Wellbeing Project will
continue to grow under the guidance
and vision of the new Student Senior
Leadership Team, yet it is only the
beginning – it does not solve the issue
of mental health, nor does it address
everything that needs to be addressed.
I started this project because I truly

believe that we all need to be the
leaders of change that we want to see
in the world. Together we can create
a community to which we all belong
and feel safe, and where mental health
is not a topic that is taboo.
Together we can seek to make
a difference!
Matt Thomas, Year 12

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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DADS & DAUGHTERS’
BREAKFAST
On the 31 August,
we hosted our Year 7
and 8 girls and their
fathers for our 2017
Dads & Daughters’
Breakfast.

4
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Over the past five years, St Paul’s has
hosted breakfast events for middle
school students and their parents,
rotating between mums and dads
with their sons and daughters. These
important events form part of our
commitment to partner with our parents
in the education of our students. They
are also aimed at working with our
parents in building on their relationship
with their child.

This year’s breakfast had a focus on
the topic of ‘Respect’, and was themed
on our White Ribbon School Project.
We discussed what it means to be a
woman, and the importance of quality
relationships and open communication
between the girls and their fathers into
the adolescent years.
We hope that the girls and their dads
had an enjoyable breakfast and continue
on with the wonderful conversations
started at the breakfast.

WHAT DID YOU ENJOY
ABOUT THE BREAKFAST?
“I enjoyed spending time with my Dad.
The breakfast was delicious and the
activities were so much fun.”
Grace, Year 7
“I enjoyed discussing with all the dads
and daughters about their relationship.”
Charlotte, Year 7
“The father and daughter breakfast was
very enjoyable. The atmosphere was
great. It was so amazing to see all of the
Year 7 and 8 girls have fun with their dads,
WHAT DID YOU LEARN
and the dads getting to know each other.
There was some delicious food as well!
DURING THE MORNING
The activities helped us to gain a better
THAT YOU DIDN’T KNOW
understanding of our dad’s interests, and
BEFORE ABOUT YOUR DAD?
learn about the importance of a father
and daughter relationship.”
“I learnt where Dad was brought
up and what he likes.”
Abbey, Year 7
“The food was great, the activities were
fun and spending time with Dad was
good too. I enjoyed the whole breakfast.
I highly recommend these breakfasts
continue. It is good to give parents
a break from their busy lives and work,
so that they can talk to their kids and
eat good food.”
Lucy, Year 8
“I enjoyed everything about the morning.
The discussion was a great way to connect
with your dad. The food was also really
tasty. I also enjoyed the photo booth –
Dad and I got a great photo. Dad and
I made some memories that morning.”
Georgia, Year 7

Charlotte, Year 7
“In the first activity the daughters were
quizzed about their dad’s life, likes
and dislikes. I learnt a lot about Dad
in that activity, when I only got about
three answers correct! Some examples
include where he was born, his favourite
clothing (I chose his pyjama pants but
he had decided long ago that his old
jeans, that should be replaced in my
opinion, are his favourite), favourite
app (I had forgotten about the weather
app, and said Facebook) and his
favourite food (both of us struggled
to answer that – Dad eats almost
anything).”
Lucy, Year 8

“I learnt that my Dad’s favourite piece of
clothing is his Chewbacca costume that
he wore for a fancy dress party. I also
learnt how important our relationship
is, and how much he admires me.”
Georgia, Year 7
“My Dad and I are quite close but I did
learn that we share the same favourite
food: Chocolate!”
Grace, Year 7

“I learnt that my
Dad believed in
me completely,
and that he wanted
me to be whatever
I want to be.”
Abbey, Year 7

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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2017
WINTER SPORTS WRAP UP
With another great winter season completed in both the Junior
and Secondary School Sport Programs, we recap some of the
highlights from the 2017 season.
JUNIOR SCHOOL

SECONDARY SCHOOL

The 2017 winter season commenced
in April with our Nepean Football
Association teams in U8s, U9s and
U11s representing St Paul’s. Under
the coaching of both ex-students and
committed parents, we saw all four teams
compete across the Nepean region with
some fantastic results in all age groups.
The commencement of the Junior
School Positive Football Academy has
allowed students to further develop
and implement skills, as they represent
St Paul’s on the weekend.

It was another outstanding season for our
secondary school students, with St Paul’s
finishing with three championship teams
across our twelve sporting teams.

Our Infants Football Program had another
great season with the Koalas, Crocodiles,
Kangaroos, Echidnas, Emu and Platypus
teams training with our dedicated team
of Year 10, 11 and 12 students on Fridays,
and also competing here at St Paul’s
on Saturday mornings. The success of
Superhero Saturday and our European
Championship weekend were fantastic
events in the calendar, and they continue
to grow each year.
6
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In our netball programme we saw
a significant increase in student
registrations, taking us to five teams
across the Junior and Open Divisions.
Our Open Division 2 and Junior A teams
finished the season undefeated, with both
teams convincingly winning their grand
final. Our Open Division 7 team finished
the season as semi-finalists. Our Open
Division 4 and Junior C fought valiantly
throughout the season, only narrowly
missing out on semi-final positions.
Our football programme saw a number
of fantastic performances with our Boys
Seconds XI finishing the season as
champions, with a tough 3-1 win against
Blue Mountains Grammar. Our Open Girls
team experienced a heart-breaking semifinal loss in extra time, after finishing the

season on top of the table. Our Boys First
XI and U14 teams demonstrated a strong
competitive spirit as they fought it out in
tough competitions, unfortunately missing
out on a semi-final position.
Both our Division 3 and Division 9 tennis
teams put in tremendous performances
this ISA season, finishing 4th and 3rd
respectively. We have seen a significant
increase in the skills across all our tennis
students, and we look forward to seeing
them in action in 2018.
We would like to congratulate the SPGS
NSW Interschools Equestrian Team, who
finished as Reserve Champions at the
NSW State Championships. It is a fantastic
achievement from all students involved.
The St Paul’s Sports Academy looks
forward to seeing all students involved
again in 2018, in what is sure to be
another exciting winter sports season.
Darryl Kelshaw
Sport Academy Coordinator

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Family Profile: The Zaccazan Family
2017 has been full of Happy
Times for the Zaccazan family.
Mrs Kelly Zaccazan shared
some of the aspects their
family enjoy and value about
St Paul’s.
Who is the Zaccazan family?
The Zaccazan family is composed of
five people, two dogs called Happy
and Times (our property is called
Happy Times) and thirteen chickens.
Where have you lived previously?
We previously lived in Leonay, before
buying five acres in Castlereagh to build
our dream home. It was one of the best
decisions we ever made.
How do you like to spend time
together as a family?
We love spending a lot of time at home
by the pool, making homemade pizzas
and kicking the soccer ball around
with the children out the back. Some
days when we feel like going out, we
usually spend it in Sydney exploring our
beautiful city.
Why did you choose to send your
children to St Paul’s?
Being an alumna of St Paul’s, we knew
how good the school is and we loved the
thought of our children going there as
well. It also helps that we are only a five
minute drive away.
What are the things you engage
with at St Paul’s that you really value
as a family?
I think that the family values at St Paul’s
are what we really appreciate. Also,
the teachers spend time getting to
know families individually, and make
us feel part of the community. There is
a genuine care factor. St Paul’s makes
personal connections with the students
and their families.

Photographs by Leanne Forbes Photography.

as it is such a big part of their lives.
Being in sports allows them to be better
team players and learn to respect other
people.
What are some things you find
challenging as parents (or as a family)?
Like other parents, one of the hardest
things that we find challenging is feeling
like you are not always a good parent.
We all live such busy hectic lives that
sometimes we struggle to enjoy the small
things. Like most parents, we also just
want what is best for all of our children.

What are some of things your children
enjoy at St Paul’s?

What has been a highlight for your
family in 2017?

The children say that for them, it is their
friends and teachers that they value most
at school. They also love their sports,

We have been very fortunate to be able
to travel widely and we love that our
children can experience all there is to

8
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offer. However, what we really find to be
the highlight of 2017 is being with family
and friends, making memories with the
people we love and being grateful for
every moment with them.
What is your family looking forward
to in 2018?
There are several things we are excited
about in 2018. We believe that there are
bigger and better things on the horizon
for our family next year. At school, we
are looking forward to the canteen being
up and running, and are very proud of
our involvement in making this happen.
We want to show our children that being
charitable is very important in our lives,
and in turn we hope this makes them
better people.

Staff Profile

ZAC ABELA

Zac Abela joined the Junior School teaching staff at St Paul’s in
2017, however he was part of the St Paul’s community for many
years before becoming a full time Junior School teacher.
How long have you worked at St Paul’s?
I have worked as a Year 6 teacher at
St Paul’s since the beginning of 2017.
Whilst completing my education degree,
I worked in the Before and After School
Care at St Paul’s from 2009-2012.
Where did you grow up?
In the Lower Blue Mountains.
Tell us about your family.
My wife’s name is Sarah, and we have
a son named Lewis.
What hobbies do you enjoy?
My creative escape from teaching is
playing guitar in a band called Whitefield.
We are currently in the editing and
mastering stages of our second album
and play at various youth groups,
conferences and churches.
Tell us about your journey to becoming
a teacher.
Teaching was a career I stumbled upon.
After finishing school I began a degree
in journalism. My results in the HSC were
better than expected and as I had an
interest in writing, suddenly a course
that I had not given much thought to
seemed like a possibility. In hindsight, the
pressure of making big decisions quickly
after finishing school had gotten the

better of me. Whilst aspects of journalism
were enjoyable, including the lessons
learnt about writing succinctly, I did not
experience satisfaction from the work. At
the same time, I had begun volunteering
as a leader at the After School Kids’
Club at my church, and was working as
a casual at St Paul’s (in the Before and
After School Care room). For the first time
that year, I was not only doing ‘work’, but
enjoying it. Getting to know the children
and running discussions and games was
fulfilling, because I could see how the
children under our care were growing
and learning. These experiences helped
build the self-confidence of my potential
as a teacher. The next year, I applied to
undertake my primary teaching degree,
and was accepted into the course.
As an educator, what inspires you?
I am inspired by learning that is
meaningful.
How does your faith influence your role
as a teacher?
My faith that Jesus Christ is Lord is central
to who I am as a person. I consider my
teaching, not my faith, an extension
of my identity. My own journey to this
belief has been one of critical thinking
and reflection, and thus as an educator,
I want my students to investigate the

claims of the Bible for themselves, using
these same thinking tools. However, often
students will learn most about Christianity
through my interactions with them, and
that my faith is always on display. With
God’s strength, I try to approach each day
with an attitude of humility and honesty.
What do you enjoy about St Paul’s?
The leadership of the executive team,
who are serious about St Paul’s being a
Christ-centred school with exceptional
teaching and learning. Working closely
with my colleagues is also an aspect
of life at St Paul’s’ that is enjoyable. As
we have grown to know each other, we
have collaboratively planned and taught
lessons with Year 6 that have been
professionally fulfilling. We have done
this in line with school’s International
Baccalaureate programmeme, which
structures learning in meaningful ways
for our students.
Getting to know the wonderful students
in our care at St Paul’s has been another
rewarding experience. Their personalities,
sense of humour and unique perspectives
on the world really drive me to grow, both
as a teacher and as a person.
What do you reflect on as 2017
drawers to a close?
I am reminded of how blessed I am to be
working at St Paul’s. I feel very welcomed
by the staff, parents and students in this
community.
What are you looking forward to next
year?
Consolidating my understanding of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), and
leading co-curricular music activities.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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SECONDARY SCHOOL
MUSICAL UPDATE
It is with great
pleasure and
excitement that
we would like to
inform you that
our 2018 secondary
school musical is
‘Crazy for You’.
This is a high energy, dynamic show with
incredible music by George Gershwin
and Ira Gershwin, with Ken Ludwig, that
has won multiple awards over the years.
This classic show will be a wonderful
opportunity to show case the fantastic
talent of the students of St Paul’s.
Ian Wake
Principal
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HERE ARE THE PERFORMANCE DATES IN 2018:

8

9

10

JUNE

JUNE

JUNE

Friday, 7pm

Saturday, 7pm

Sunday, 2pm

Opening Night
Performance

Evening
Performance

Matinee
Performance

13

15

16

17

JUNE

JUNE

JUNE

JUNE

Wednesday, 7pm

Friday, 7pm

Saturday, 2pm

Sunday, 2pm

Evening
Performance

Evening
Performance

Closing Night
Performance

Matinee
Performance

Rehearsals are
now well under
way, and we are
looking forward
to showcasing this
wonderful musical
for the community
in June 2018.
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CAMBODIA SERVICE TRIP
On Sunday 17th September 2017, 24 students and 3 staff from
St Paul’s departed to visit Cambodia for a 10 day service trip.
This was an opportunity for the group to learn more about
themselves and global challenges, through cultural immersion
and service to those less privileged.
There were many experiences that
allowed the students the opportunity
to begin to understand some of the
challenges and difficulties of modern
Cambodia. Our visit to the Tuol Sleng
S21 Interrogation Museum and one
of Cambodia’s killing fields, Choeng
Slek, allowed students to learn more
about the often confronting reality of
Cambodia’s recent history. They also had
the privilege of meeting and speaking
with two survivors of the Tuol Sleng S21
Interrogation Museum.
Students enjoyed an entertaining visit to
the National Stadium Capital in Phnom
Penh, where they joined in with one of
the Zumba classes and had a game of
football, Aussies V Cambodia – the game
was the winner. Other interests in Phnom
Penh included the Royal Palace and
learning how to weave silk garments.
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A small village on the outskirts
of Kampong Cham was our next
destination. This is where the students
had to opportunity to live and work as
locals, and where they participated in an
active service component. The students
worked with great energy and tenacity,
in very trying weather conditions, to
construct and concrete a pathway around
the girls’ dormitory. They also cultivated
lime trees by weeding and fertilising
them. These projects took four full days.
On the last evening, the students were
able to enjoy the company of the local
children, which included a performance
of cultural dancing.
We then set off to Siem Reap,
Cambodia’s second largest city. It is
here that we visited the UNESCO World
Heritage site, Ankor Wat, which is a
complex of temples. The visit to the

temples meant a 4.00am departure
to catch the sunrise.
The night before the group had visited
the Phare: The Cambodian Circus Show,
which was an extraordinary experience.
The strength, skill, choreography,
storytelling and music really has to
be seen to be appreciated. The truly
wonderful thing is that all the performers
were previously impoverished street kids
who had been given an opportunity to
train as acrobatic performers. This group
now tours the world. In the evening we
enjoyed the sights, sounds and smells
of the Siem Reap Night Market.
This was a fantastic service trip,
where students took every opportunity
to be involved and learn from their
experiences. Congratulations to the
participants. I would also like to thank
the St Paul’s staff, Mrs Murray and
Mrs Newton, for their hard work and
guidance to the students, and also the
Rustic Pathways staff who made our trip
safe and enjoyable.
Geoff Newton
Assistant Director Family
and Students Services

“Interacting and playing with the
Cambodian children was the amazing
aspect of the trip. Their zest for life and
genuine appreciation for absolutely
everything was inspiring.”

“I am thankful for the experience. It was
rewarding to learn about the culture of
another culture that is vastly different
from what we are accustomed to here
in Australia.”

Matilda McDonell
Captain of Outdoor Education
and Service Learning

Jai Foenander

“This trip has made me appreciate what
I have at home, as well as being able to
see the rest of world, through a different
light. I would highly recommend the trip
to anyone interested.”
Matt Featherby
“I would smile and wave to the same
little girl everyday. I am still amazed how
that little gesture could mean so much
to one person.”
Cameron Simmons
“Such a genuine and eye-opening
experience that I will never forget.”
Indiah Baker
Captain International Relations

“Visiting the national stadium of
Cambodia and experiencing a segment
of a typical day of a Cambodian national
allowed for a more authentic trip.”
Madison Joseph
“The experience emphasised for me the
importance to be in touch with issues,
both in foreign countries and
in Australia.”
Emma Bryant
School Captain
“Cambodia allowed me to see a country
in a different light, which I would have
never been able to see as a tourist. The
genuine experiences deepened my
understanding of a culture that has such
a heavy history.”
Monique Cabban
“Learning about the rich history
of Cambodia, and the resilience
of the Cambodian community was
life changing, as I gained a larger
appreciation for the safety of my own
country. I also gained an understanding
of the Cambodian people – they had
so little but were so happy and vibrant,
emphasising their sense of community.
It was a beautiful thing to see the
peaceful community, after they had
lost so much in the reign of the Khmer
Rouge. I want to bring these values
home into my Australian community.”
Laura Grisedale
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STAFF FAREWELL:

JULIE-ANN THOMAS
St Paul’s will farewell Julie-Ann Thomas, Deputy Head of Junior
School Welfare and Organisation, at the end of the 2017 school
year. She shares how her journey started at St Paul’s, and how
her time here will leave a lasting legacy.
Tell us about your journey to becoming
a teacher.
I think I was always destined to be a
teacher. I loved English and History and
reading was my passion, so I doubt there
was ever any other calling for me.
I originally studied at The University of
New South Wales and then began my
teaching career in Griffith at the Catholic
High School. I loved teaching from the
very beginning and particularly enjoyed
being in a Christ centred environment.
Later, I completed further study in
both primary teaching and teacher
librarianship.

When did you start teaching
at St Paul’s?
I began teaching at St Paul’s in 2007 as the
Teacher Librarian in the Junior School. It is
the school my husband and I had chosen
for our children for their Secondary
School education. During our school tour
I remarked to Anthony Head, the Registrar
at the time, that he should ring me if
a job in the library ever became vacant
(as I loved what I saw of the school and
the way it educated students). The Junior
School Librarian resigned the very next
day and the rest is, as they say, history.
God’s timing most surely! My children
began at St Paul’s the following year.

“Mrs Thomas has been
a wonderful person to
work with. Her love for
the children and her
exceptional ability to
organise is second to
none. She will be fondly
missed by all at St Paul’s.”
Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School

14 FUTURUM SUMMER 2018

What challenges have you faced
during your time at St Paul’s?
How did you overcome them?
The PYP is a very different way of
educating students and that was the first
hurdle I needed to overcome. It is, I think,
excellent teaching practice but it comes
with a very unique language which I
needed to get my head around. Once I
had mastered this, the teaching was very
dynamic and no two years were the same.
That was very exciting, as it meant that as
a teacher I was always challenged by the
students’ interests.

What have been a couple of highlights
during your time at St Paul’s?
St Paul’s has been an extremely important
part of my life. Not only has it been my
workplace, it has also educated my three
children. The teachers have helped my
husband and me guide three unique
individuals who have developed into
mature and responsible young adults.
Each of them has developed a strong faith
and a deep sense of the need to go out
and serve others. St Paul’s can be truly
proud of the young people they help
to develop. The students are well
equipped to enter a complex world with
a strong sense of self, their place and their
Creator. I will always be thankful for this
in regard to my own children.

Tell us about your new job.
I am going to Mamre Anglican School
next year, as the Head of Junior School.
It is a Junior School much the same size as
St Paul’s. It too is located in a rural setting
on extensive grounds. I am very excited
about this new chapter of my life, but will
miss St Paul’s, the children, the parents
and my colleagues.

What is one piece of advice for current
St Paul’s students?
St Paul’s is an amazing school which
provides students with tremendous
opportunities. My advice would be to take
those opportunities when they present
themselves. Enjoy the school, enjoy
spending time with your friends and enjoy
learning. Most importantly, enjoy being
you. You are unique, you are special
and never let anyone tell you differently.
Do not be afraid to be the very best you
can be.

SUCCESS FOR OUR CADETS
St Paul’s placed 2nd in Australia at the 2017 Australian Fire Cadet Championships, held
at Myuna Bay on Lake Macquarie on 6 October 2017. The NSW Rural Fire Service host
this National Championships every second year.
This year’s team included William
O’Rourke, Oliver Jagle, Blair Tholen,
Connor Riches, Max Fuller and Nick Tree.
They were coached by Mr Ian Brooker
and Sam Keogh, and the team was
managed by Mr John Shaw. These six
Cadets have demonstrated outstanding
leadership and team work. They were all
novices to this competition, so this result
is particularly impressive.
The final event places for St Paul’s are:
•

2nd Portable Pump

•

2nd Two Lines, Two Lengths

• 1st Hose and Hydrant Drill
•

2nd Knapsack Response

•

2nd Tanker and Ladder

•

3rd Team Challenge

Congratulations to the team for
the outstanding way the represented
St Paul’s and the Cadet Brigade.

It was time to ‘switch on’. To be present
in the moment, and rise to the challenge
as a team.
As this was my first year as Senior Deputy
Captain in the St Paul’s RFS Cadets,
I chose to try out for the team because
I knew it would help me grow as a team
player and improve my skills as a leader
and a firefighter.

safest possible way. The goal always
remained the same – to work together
to safely manage a significant fire
emergency.

Our preparation for the competition
involved approximately 60 hours of
training over the course of 6 months
(starting in mid-April). We had trained
together to develop our firefighting skills
and teamwork. We took on feedback
and worked hard to consistently improve,
often racing against the clock.

Although it was fantastic to be recognised
for our achievements, we were most
proud of the way that we worked together
as a team, and acted with respect for not
only each other but also the other teams
that competed. St Paul’s RFS Cadets has
provided me with an opportunity to give
back to my community and guide me
through my leadership role. I would like
to congratulate the members of our team
on working together in the true spirit
of our school. I also sincerely thank
Mr Brooker, Mr Shaw and Captain Sam
Keogh for their patience and guidance.

The eight events took place over three
days. As with a real fire, we were under
pressure to complete all events in the

William O’Rourke
Senior Deputy Captain,
St Paul’s RFS Cadets

St Paul’s RFS Cadets have a long history
of success at the Cadet Championships.
They won the National Title on 2007,
2009 & 2015, were placed 2nd in 2013,
and also won the State Title in 2016. It
is wonderful to see not only this legacy
continue, but also the commitment to
the Cadet program at St Paul’s.
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YEAR 6 PYP EXHIBITION
PREPARATIONS
Term 4 is always an exciting time of the year where we witness
our inquiring students delve into the Exhibition process, a long
awaited rite of passage for all Year 6 students. As they grapple
with a deep understanding of complex issues around the world,
our Year 6 students prepare for their Exhibition.
The Exhibition is a culminating
celebration of the learning that has taken
place throughout the students’ lives
at school. As part of the Primary Years
Programme (PYP), students are required
to use their skills, knowledge, concepts
and understanding to communicate their
learning to all members of the school
community. Mrs Robyn Wotherspoon
and Mr Zac Abela (our Year 6 teachers),
along with the help of Mrs Kerry
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McCaffery (Teacher Librarian) have been
busy facilitating individual inquiries
into the many issues that students have
chosen to explore.

been tasked with creating their own
art form about their chosen issue, in
order for them to consider their own
perspective.

This year the theme is How We Express
Ourselves and the central idea is The
Arts allow us to convey our beliefs and
values in divergent ways. Students have
been looking at the ways artists interpret
issues and communicate those through
different art forms. Students have also

We were excited for our students as
they prepared for this important and
meaningful event
Corinne Day
Deputy Head of Junior School
Curriculum and PYP Coordinator

“Exhibition has been a very fun learning
experience where we have demonstrated
independence, open mindedness,
cooperation and creativity. We have
done all of our own research, and
created our artworks at school with little
to no help. All of our thinking has been
our own, but we join up into a group to
put our information together and show
parents on Exhibition Night.”
Luis Harmata

“I have found the Exhibition process to
be a task where we need to utilise all of
the skills which I and fellow classmates
have learnt over our years at St Paul’s.
I have been able to show my time
management skills and my creative side.
I have also experienced new skills and
activities which were very interesting,
such as working with clay and different
types of paint. During the experience
of Exhibition we visited the Year 12 HSC
and IB Art Exhibition, where we were
able to see the different ways people
express their beliefs and how each
individual can interpret the meaning of
an artwork in such divergent ways. I was
fortunate to have Mr Wake as my mentor.
He has helped us improve our work, to
go deeper into what we believe, and also
to think how to express that through our
artworks. He has given us inspiration and
showed us ways to give more meaning
to things. Overall I think Exhibition has
been a great success and has provided
us a way of showcasing what we have
learnt at St Paul’s over the years. It
has also taught me the importance of
responsibility and being courageous.”
Bianca Tolson

“The Exhibition process emphasises the
need for efficiency, time management,
constructiveness and all-rounded
effort. Students are given time to
research, gather statistics and official
documents regarding a world issue
that they are passionate about. In
addition to working individually, we
are required to work collaboratively.
Each group is assigned a mentor who
guides students through their research
project, providing encouragement and
inspiration. Throughout the process, all
students are required to keep a journal
of their research and plans, and record
their experiences. A major part of the

exhibition is our artwork, which we are
currently working on. Students choose
a form of art that would assist them
to express their ideas from a visual
perspective. These include drama, music,
photography and various other forms
of visual arts. The PYP Exhibition is a
culmination of all the things students
have learned, and is a platform where
students can share their message of
change with the community and the
world. In the words of Mahatma Ghandi:
Be the change that you wish to see in
the world.”
Ammarah Ahmed

“I have been working on our Year 6
Exhibition. My chosen topic is Poverty.
I was excited to start the Exhibition this
year because it was mainly art based,
and art is a passion of mine. There were
lots of things that really intrigued me
throughout the research phase. I found
it interesting that there were so many

people trying to help poverty, but many
of the solutions have not had a major
impact on the problem. Unfortunately,
there are also lots of people not doing
as much as they could to help people
who are suffering. During this experience
I have learnt how to take on a task in a
helpful and positive way, how to take on
board suggestions from other people
and also how to give ideas to help others.
I have learnt to follow the PYP attributes
in ways that are efficient and productive.
Another thing that has helped me in this
experience is my mentor. My mentor is
Mrs Willett. She has helped me with my
goals and how to complete them in time.
Mrs Willett has also helped me with my
ideas of my final presentation and how
to refine them into the best ones
possible. Exhibition has been a very
enjoyable experience, and the process
has really helped me with my learning
this year. I think it really shows the
potential in everyone that participates”.
Ben Player
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THOMAS POLLETT
St Paul’s Alumnus Thomas Pollett graduated
from St Paul’s in 2006, with the International
Baccalaureate Diploma. Thomas completed a
Bachelor of Science at the Australian Defence
Force Academy in 2009, then graduated from
the Royal Military College, Duntroon in 2011.
He transitioned from the Australian Regular Army and
commenced Theological study in 2016. Thomas shares with
us some memories from his time at St Paul’s, some of the
challenges he has overcome and also his hopes for the future.
Tell us about your family.
I am married to Desiree and we are expecting our first child
in November.
What was your favourite subject at school?
Mathematics. Once the principle is understood, you can
work out any problem. Also, the teachers were fun and loved
teaching mathematics.
What is your main area of study/work now?
Previously, I completed a Bachelor of Science at the Australian
Defence Force Academy in Canberra (with the University of
New South Wales.) Currently, I am completing an Advanced
Diploma of Theology at Youthworks College. In the next three
years I will complete a Bachelor of Divinity at Moore College.
Describe your typical week.
Throughout the week I study full time at Youthworks College,
which enables me to faithfully, clearly and effectively teach
the Good News of the Lord Jesus to children and teenagers.
I also work part time at St George North Anglican Church,
where I teach and disciple children, teenagers and young
adults. This includes teaching Scripture (SRE), running an
after school kids program, meeting with teenagers, assisting
in a Friday night youth group and running Bible studies.
How did school help consolidate your career path?
The International Baccalaureate (IB) at St Paul’s Grammar
was excellent in preparing me for university and beyond.
I did not know it at the time, but in hindsight it was worth it.
The numerous and various subjects enabled me to approach
tertiary studies with confidence, as well as to think critically
when encountering problems. St Paul’s also offered a wide
range of opportunities, such as in the Sports department and
the Performing Arts department. This enabled more than just
an academic approach to my education.

18 FUTURUM SUMMER 2018

What challenges have you encountered?
How did you overcome them?
Life became very tough after St Paul’s. I left home two months
after my IB exams, to join the Australian Regular Army for 9
years and become an Officer in the Royal Australian Engineers.
At the age of 22, I was leading Australian soldiers (most of
whom had more experience and knowledge than myself).
They were looking to me for direction and leadership. I found
the best way to overcome this challenge was to respectfully
seek their advice, make a considered decision and be
responsible for the outcome of that decision.
Where do you see yourself headed in the future?
In the future I hope to help children, youth and young adults
to see a fulfilled life is only found in Jesus. Next year I will be
continuing my biblical studies at Moore College in Sydney,
which will enable me to further understand God’s purposes
in the world.
Do you have a favourite memory from your time at St Paul’s?
St Paul’s offers many wonderful opportunities for students
to utilise their gifts. The musicals were a favourite memory
and provided opportunities for students to utilise what they
had been taught, and more so, to utilise those skills and
lessons cohesively.

Congratulations to Thomas and Desiree who welcomed
their beautiful baby boy, Theo Zachary Robert Pollett
on November 8, 2017.

VALEDICTORY DINNER
The Valedictory Dinner is a celebration of
accomplishment. It is with mixed feelings of joy and
a little sadness that we said a fond farewell to the
graduating class of 2017. The celebration was held at
Waterview in Bicentinenal Park in Sydney Olympic Park
on the 23 September.
Students and their families
commemorated the end of their
schooling with a delicious dinner,
good company and dancing. Staff
from St Paul’s also joined with them
to commemorate this important life
milestone. The dinner was hosted by
the Year 11 Captains, Steven Cullen
and Lena Xia. The evening opened with
prayer and a welcome from Mrs Ruby
Holland on behalf of the school Board.
Mrs Lauren Cullimore spoke on behalf
of the staff of St Paul’s. “What I would
like to do is to give you some words
to meditate on; wisdom, joy, honesty
and humility. These are all things that
I see as being important in a world that
is increasingly full of mixed messages,
driven by a culture that often advocates
greed, selfishness and intolerance.
My hope for you is that you continue
to grow and mature, always finding
ways of making a positive contribution

in whatever community you find
yourselves.”
Mr and Mrs Newman represented the
parents of the Year 12 students, as they
farewelled their last child to graduate
at St Paul’s.
Yutong Chen reflected on his time as an
International Student at St Paul’s with
an often-amusing recollection of some
embarrassing moments, as he learnt
the colloquial meanings of words in
English. Yutong also spoke of his arrival
at the school when he was made “to
feel welcome and comfortable.” He
reflected that he “couldn’t fail to love
any subject I have studied. All subjects
have either lead me to a deeper
understanding of Western culture, or
have better prepared me for tertiary
education.”
Mr Wake spoke about “hopes and
dreams being the stuff of life.”

(Mr Wake’s speech is reproduced in full
in this edition).
The evening ended with major awards
being presented.
In Honore Habeantur:
Scott Moller (Castlereagh), Tobi Li
(Claremont), Campbell Beer (Cornwallis),
Yutong Chen (Melville), Liam Busst
(Strathdon), Andrew MacCormick
(Wilberforce)
The Captains Award: Alexander Joseph
The Rubicon Award: Matilda Seppelt
The Principal’s Award for Character
and Involvement: Matthew Thomas
As we farewell the Year 12 students of
2017, we continue to keep them in our
thoughts and prayers as they now head
out into the world to forge new paths.
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VALEDICTORY DINNER
SPEECH BY PRINCIPAL IAN WAKE

Hopes and dreams
are the stuff of life.
As we come the end of your time at St
Paul’s, there has been much talk about
the end of one stage of life and the
beginning of the next. As a community,
we have spent time remembering the
past and also looking to what the future
may hold. Throughout this you have sat
and listened to various speeches, both
the light hearted and the serious, and I
wonder what your thoughts and feelings
have been?
Tonight I want to focus for just a short
time on the concept of hope. What do
you hope for? My life has been filled
with many hopes. Last Saturday night
I hoped that the mighty Eels might be
victorious over the Cowboys, but alas
my hope was dashed. Sometimes we put
our hope in things that are not certain
– that sure is the case when you are an
Eels supporter! I also hoped to marry a
beautiful and gracious young lady – that
hope was certainly fulfilled. There are
times when our hopes are realised, and
there are times that our hopes turn into
bitter disappointments.

Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.
It was very special sitting down with
each of you over the last few weeks to
hear your reflections on the school, but
also hearing your hopes for the future.
There were hopes of engineering and
physiotherapy, or to be a professional
musician or actor. There were hopes of
sporting careers, and those who wanted
to go into business. Some of you spoke
of how the St Paul’s service trips had
so impacted you that you wanted to be
an aid worker. What encouraged me so
much was that all of you had such strong
hopes for the future. Having hope is
so important, as we navigate an often
uncertain and complex world.
Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.
The Proverbs say:
Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.
Proverbs 13: 12
Never stop hoping, as hope brings
life. Hopelessness is debilitating and
destructive. It is almost as if in our very
design, we have been hard wired to
need hope in order to function fully.

This is what so encouraged me as
I heard each of you speak about the
future. You all had hopes. You all had
dreams. You all had goals for your
future.

Today I say to you: hold
on to your hope with all
of your might. Never let
go of it. Never give it up.
We know that this life in uncertain.
We know that many of you have already
experienced difficult times. You have
found strength in friends, family and
wise counsel. However, ultimately, none
of us know what the future will hold.
Sometimes, when we are surrounded
by this uncertainty, we can lose our
hope. Sometimes, life might feel
overwhelming, and our circumstances
weigh down on us. In the midst of this,
we must always hope. But in what do
we hope? Where is our hope?
Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.
Let me share with you a very famous
and well used passage from Isaiah 40:
28 – 31:
Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will
not grow tired or weary and increases
the power of the weak. Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those that hope in
the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk
and will not be faint.
In the midst of all the uncertainty and
turmoil of this life, this verse from Isaiah
rings out with a resounding message
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– a message of hope. There is something
sure and certain in this world, something
that is unchanging, and something that
will never be shaken. Our hope is in
the Lord.
Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.
This room is full of your fellow students,
your teachers and your family and
friends. We are all here for one reason,
and that reason is you. Obviously we
want to celebrate with you this evening.
We want to recognise your significant
achievements, and we want to say well
done on completing the demanding
requirements of your studies. I think
though, there are more thoughts than
these running through our heads as we
think of you this evening. We have hopes
and dreams for you too. We want you to
walk out of St Paul’s as young men and
women who have integrity in all they
do, are caring and compassionate to
others, have learnt to love learning, that
know how to relate to others in a healthy
manner and have their lives built on
a sure and certain foundation.
As we look at you, we see youth and
energy. We see a sea of faces, radiating
hopes and dreams. The Isaiah passage
speaks directly to you when it says:
Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall.
No matter how invincible you feel now,
there will be times when you will grow
tired. There will be times where you will
stumble and fall, because that is life. My
hope and prayer for each of you is that
you will have a hope in the Lord, who will
renew your strength. I pray that as you go
through life, you will be able to soar on
wings like eagles, that you may run and
not grow weary and that you will walk
and not be faint.
Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.
Without a dream, without a vision
and without a goal – life stagnates. It
becomes meaningless and random, with
no fixed objective and no clear direction.
As you sit here tonight, you need to
know that you are already among some
of the most successful and accomplished
individuals on this planet. You are living in
the one of the most affluent, developed
and educated countries of the world.
Compare the privilege of your situation
with the desperate need of those in the
developing world, and you will begin to
see the picture. What are you going to

do with that image? What are you going
to do with your privileged position?

‘attempt great things for God, and
expect great things from God’.

Always have a dream. Do not lose it.
Hold on to it for all your worth, because
without it life will lose its flavour.

Hopes and dreams are the stuff of life.

As you dream, dream
big. Do not be shackled
by society’s acceptance
of mediocrity. Do not
compromise your
aspirations, keep your
dreams alive.
Do not have little dreams, have God
sized dreams. Do not have finite dreams,
have dreams that live and have eternal
consequences. A famous missionary by
the name of William Carey once said:

Year 12, it has been an honour and a
privilege to walk with you in this stage
of your life. You are indeed a very special
and gifted group of young people,
and I have been honoured to get to
know you a little. Your commitment and
involvement in our school community has
been significant and highly valued.
What are your hopes and dreams? Are
they hopes and dreams of substance?
Are they hopes and dreams built on
a sure and steady foundation?
Our thoughts and prayers are with you
as you walk out of the gates of St Paul’s
Grammar School. God bless you Year 12.
Ian Wake
Principal
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2017 TEAM SPORTS PHOTOS
Our Sports Academy focuses on developing students of all sporting abilities into
becoming the best that they can be. Here is a small selection of 2017 team photos.

Rowing

Girls Open Soccer

Firsts Football

22 FUTURUM SUMMER 2018

Platypus

Opens 7 Netball

Kangaroos

NFA Under 11

Emus

Koalas
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NFA Under 9

Equestrian Team

M-D 2

Seconds Football

24 FUTURUM SUMMER 2018

NFA Under 8 Red

ISA Swimming

Futsal

Junior 1 Netball

Tennis DIV 9

Paul Kelly Cup

U14 Football

NFA Under 8 Blue
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