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EDITOR’S COMMENT
Welcome to the Summer 2016
edition of Futurum.

in print you can update your details at
development@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Our school logotype was recently
refreshed to strengthen the emphasis
on our school motto, ‘In Christo
Futurum’, providing the theme for
this edition. Its meaning is reflected
in so many ways through the stories
and images of 2015.

We are also interested in including
an Alumni page in forthcoming
editions. Former students, staff and
families are invited to send news of
births, passings and stories about
our community.

Our shift to digital publication of
Futurum has been embraced; if you
prefer to receive your copy this way or

Email us at
futurum@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
Happy Summer 2016.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
The theme of this issue of Futurum is our school motto, ‘In Christo Futurum’. In a year
of considerable change and growth at St Paul’s, it is important to reflect on those things
that keep us grounded.
I commend to you the article from our School Chairman,
Mr Adamson reflecting on the significance and meaning
inherent to our School motto.
It is apt that we look back and reflect, and also look forward
to the great things that God provides our School. We take the
opportunity to farewell Mr Paul Kidson and to welcome our
new Principal, Mr Ian Wake.
In this issue, the article ‘Our Heritage’ and the images of the
stained glass set into the mud bricks of our library show more
than merely a wall.
The creation of these artworks by one of St Paul’s pioneering
family members, Mrs Wilma Barrett, tells us that our school was
physically built by the hands and hearts of our founders and
their families – a unique quality of our school. This foundational
work reflects a desire to build an excellent Christian School.
Just as God stirred the hearts of our founding families, His hand
remains on our school and we may be assured in our hearts of
the goodness He intends for us.
Acting Principal, Mr Ian Brooker

Hair Brush, Rosemarie Moore, Year 12 IB
digital photography 420x366mm

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

This school has a motto; not a tag line,
a slogan or a catchphrase. The motto
is ‘In Christo. Futurum’ - Latin for In Christ.
The Future.
We could translate it in an effort to make it more accessible.
However, as it stands, the motto is not hard to roughly translate.
Several points about the motto are worth identifying. First,
the motto does not focus on individual achievement. I went
to a school whose Latin motto when translated said, ‘He who
conquers, conquers himself.’ Our motto looks away from
individual effort and discipline to someone else’s achievement.
Jesus, whose role as king or priest, is captured by the Greek
word, ‘Christ’. It is through relationship to Christ that life has
meaning. In an increasingly self-centred age, our motto is
‘other-centred’. Secondly, our motto connects this relationship
to the future. Talking about aspirations for the future has largely
gone out of fashion in Western countries. Advances in science
and technology are connected to the future and the hope

of most people. In other parts of the world, violent struggle
is seen as the way to introduce a better future. Our motto
simply says the future with all its uncertainties is linked to a
relationship with someone called Christ. When we think about
it, our motto is not even religious because it doesn’t refer to
some sort of program that brings us closer to the god or gods.
The two words, ‘in Christ’ are a condensed way of telling a big
story. If we accept the Bible’s view of history, then all people
everywhere are categorised as either ‘in Adam’ or ‘in Christ.’
The simplest way to understand this perspective is to think in
terms of participating in an almost never-ending story. If we are
‘in Adam’ we share the fortunes and future of the first man (and
his wife). If we are ‘in Christ’, you share the fortunes and future
of one who is called the second man. His is a totally different
story. With great foresight, the founders of the school chose
to identify the story of Jesus Christ as the purpose of education
and to make this the key to a student’s future.
In Christo. Futurum answers the fundamental question of all
students in a radical way. What is my identity? My identity and
purpose are not individually constructed by achievements
or merit. I get my identity and purpose from joining the story
of someone else who has the past, present and future under
His control. In Him, and Him alone, I have a future.
Mr Peter Adamson, Chairman, St Paul’s Grammar School Board
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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SUMMER 2016
2016 School
Year commences
28 January

AT A GLANCE...
Sunset Social
5:30 pm 29 January

Easter Chapel and
Foundation Day K-12
24 April

Term 1 Break
9-25 April

ST PAUL’S ENVIRONMENT & TECHNOLOGY
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4236
AVERAGE VISITORS TO
MY.STPAULS PER MONTH

2762

Incoming calls to High School
Reception in Term 3

SOLAR ENERGY
GENERATED IN TERM 3:

2242.71
KWH (APPROX.)

YEAR 6: EXPANDING
THEIR WORLD VIEW
Year 6 students have been inquiring into the
advances of science and technology and the
way it impacts people and the environment.
Their research and findings are presented in
our annual Primary Years Programme Exhibition.
Georgia Gale and Brianna Thurling inquired into the use of
artificial limbs and the connection these have with the brain.
During the term, they organised an interview with a person who
has an artificial leg and discovered the challenges negotiated
by people without limbs. They discovered through their
research that loss of limbs occurs for many reasons, including
sickness, car accidents, surfing accidents, birth and war.
As part of their research, the girls also visited local prosthetics
suppliers Southern Prosthetics and Orthotics, discovering
that there are many different types of prosthetics, and the
Independent Living Centre, where they learned about the ways
in which developing technology is impacting and improving
living standards for those with disabilities.
Asked about their experiences, Brianna said, “I never knew that
prosthetics were connected to your brain via the nerves and

muscles in your body.” Georgia reflected, “I never even knew
prosthetics even existed as I have never seen anyone without
a limb, and so it has made me aware of how hard it must be
to wear one.”
The biggest thing that both students said they have learnt
is that people with disabilities live everyday lives, just like
everyone else and that advancing technology can make
the challenges easier to negotiate.
Corinne Day,
Deputy Head of Junior School Curriculum
and PYP Coordinator

ST PAUL’S STAFF GROWING FAMILIES
St Paul’s Staff experienced
a baby boom in 2015.
Congratulations and best
wishes to all our expanding
families.

Greg and Alicia Bates with Roseanna
“Rosie” Bates 10th November 2014

Jeff and Sara Gunawan with Sofia Rae,
born 7th June 2015

Andrew and Victoria Govers with baby
Sophie, born 26th August 2015

Justin and Hayley Warner’s daughter
Amelia, born 23rd April 2015

Tim and Danielle Coghlan with
Adelaide Hope (sitting on mum’s lap)
Imogen Faith (Sitting on dad’s lap)
Born 15th May 2015 (15/05/15)

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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WELCOME IAN WAKE
I am delighted to formally announce
that Mr Ian Wake is the new Principal
for St Paul’s Grammar School, from 2016.
Mr Wake departs from his long-held
position as Principal at William Carey
Christian School in Prestons. At
William Carey, he has previously been
Deputy Principal, Head of Student
Welfare, Head of Performing Arts and
Science teacher - all at the same school.
Mr Wake brings with him esteemed
experience in managing sustained
growth, in a large Pre-K to 12 Christian
school consisting of a diverse and
multicultural student body. His skill
in leading a school with a similar
educational vision ideally situates
Mr Wake for the role of Principal
at St Paul’s – fundamental to which
is nurturing students’ understanding
of the connection between belief,
learning and, subsequently, living.
The first thing you notice when meeting
Mr Wake is his warm personality and
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open smile. He seems to ‘know’ you
and to be genuinely interested in you
as a person.
When asked, “Why St Paul’s?” he didn’t
miss a beat to respond: “I have always
watched St Paul’s from afar and was
impressed with its learning culture
and involvement in the Arts”. These two
aspects resonate directly with Mr Wake:
as a Science teacher he is engaged
by inquiry and, as a musician with an
abiding a love of musicals, he has a deep
appreciation of the Arts.
Mr Wake is married to Bronwyn and
they have two daughters, Erin and Alice.
They are very much looking forward to
becoming part of our community.

foster and broaden those educational
values - embedded by the IB structure
- and build upon the living vision of
our school founders: that our distinctly
Christian worldview will continue to be
the impetus and strength that underpins
all of our teaching and learning.

It is our prayer and expectation that,
under Mr Ian Wake’s skilful and wise
leadership, St Paul’s will continue to

Mr Ian Brooker
Acting Principal

VALE – PAUL KIDSON
PRINCIPAL, ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR
SCHOOL 2009-2015
Staff members Leanne McLean and Maureen Bromage spoke
eloquently at official school events this year, in recognition of
Paul Kidson’s service as Principal at St Paul’s over the past six
years. Excerpts are shared here with the community, in honour
of Mr Kidson.
One of my first memories in those early
days was of the new tutor system: at
the time, Mr Kidson was passionately
encouraging staff to embrace the new
structure and pointing out its benefits.
This passion is something I think is
clearly visible in Mr Kidson, throughout
his time at St Paul’s. He has a passion for
education and for Christian education
to bear witness to Christ. He has
encouraged us to honour both our
students and Christ by bringing our
best to the roles we have.
I have appreciated the way he thinks
deeply about issues and this has
challenged my own thinking; this has
helped me to grow as an educator. Paul
is often trying to broaden knowledge
and understanding. How many emails did
we get that began, ‘Dear Friends, This is
a fascinating read’, or ‘Dear Colleagues,
This might be useful’. I had to begin a
new folder in my email: ‘Reading from
Paul’ and I must confess - I haven’t
finished all the reading. But I have valued
that these findings were something he
wanted to share with us all.
Paul Kidson has encouraged a focus
that is more outwardly looking; seeking
for us as a school to learn from the
successful practices of others. He has
used his networks to grow the St Paul’s
staff professionally; for example, by
bringing in guest speakers of calibre for
the Kalos days, and encouraging staff to
seek mentors.

I had the privilege of going to China on
a school staff tour about five years ago.
One of the first places on our agenda
was Datong School in Shanghai. It was
here that I first encountered Mr Kidson,
in his role as Principal and representative
of St Paul’s. We travelled around eastern
China and were treated with utmost
respect - and Mr Kidson represented
us as leader at several formal events.
He was and continues to be a passionate
promoter of our school as part of a
global community and reminds us of
the responsibility we have as global
citizens. I particularly remember standing
on Tiananmen Square in very chilly
conditions discussing what level of
firmness and appropriate communication
was necessary to rid us of some very
determined street hawkers. Mr Kidson
and I have had many conversations
since, but places like our PYP Exhibition
evening are much more within our
comfort zone and level of control.
Mr Kidson has always given our Junior
School students encouragement and
kudos for the amazing learning and
presentations they achieve.
Experiences shape us and give us
measures by which to gauge how we
will react to new events and seasons in
our lives. Schools have a privileged role
in shaping and challenging students.

I hope we, as a school, have been able
to provide that for the Kidson children
as well as all the other young lives that
we encounter daily.
Schools are places where people are
constantly leaving. Young shoots strike
out. Older branches are grafted into new
communities. We are, however, part of
a larger community of believers. To this
we must always stay firmly rooted and
be willing to be shaped by the One who
gives us life and sustenance.
In the Gospel of John Chapter 15 Jesus
says: I am the true vine, and my Father
is the gardener.
He goes on to encourage us with the
following: If you stay joined to me, and I
stay joined to you, then you will produce
lots of fruit. But you cannot do anything
without me.
I would like to encourage you Mr Kidson,
as you have encouraged us, to stay firmly
rooted in our Lord Jesus Christ. You are
an educator – a role that encompasses
vastly more than just presenting students
with syllabus. You have helped to shape
lives and broaden thinking. We pray that
you will continue as a lifelong learner in
your next position and that education will
long be a passion for you.
Maureen Bromage,
Teacher, Junior school

I would like to honour Paul Kidson for
his vision, leadership, and the example
he offered. His legacy has made an
enduring difference to the school, staff
and community. May God continue
to engage his talents to equally great
effect, in all his future endeavours.
Leanne McLean
Head of Department, TAS
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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2015 FATHER DAUGHTER
BREAKFAST
Kaitlyn McCarthy: Socialising, crying and
connecting. The Father and Daughter
Breakfast was a morning that I will never
forget. Many fathers and daughters sitting
around comforting warm heaters while
the conversation thrived.
Throughout, while delicious food
was served, and amidst the varied
announcements, the most emotional
moment for me was when my father
said ‘Never stop trying and continue
trying your best. Just remember that
I will always love you.’ With tears rolling
down our faces, we silently enjoyed this
moment together.
Fathers are important to their daughters.
Daughters are important to their fathers.
Sharing a breakfast together was so
much more than the food we shared.

Kasey Whan: The Father Daughter
Breakfast was a great way to connect
and bond with our dads. We spoke
about our futures and about what we
had in common with our dads when they
were our age - it was a great discussion!
As well as bonding and talking with
dads, the food was amazing and our
senior Hospitality Class did a fabulous
job hosting and serving for the breakfast.
I really enjoyed the morning and loved
reconnecting with my dad.

6
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Family Profile: THE RUMING FAMILY
Recently welcomed into
our school community,
the Ruming Family have
lived overseas for many years.
They shared some of their
experiences, at St Paul’s
and beyond.
Who are the Ruming Family?
Shaun, Susan, Juliette (Year 6), April
(Year 4) and Eddie (Year 1 at Lapstone
Public School).

Where have you previously lived?
We have lived in Canberra, Cowra, Wagga,
Sydney, Brisbane, Chicago (Juliette was
born here), Sydney (April was born here),
Springwood, Singapore (Eddie was born
here) and now Glenbrook!

You have travelled widely as a family.
What was that like? Where did you go?
Living in the island city of Singapore
for the last seven years was a great
experience but also meant we could
travel more easily to other parts of the
world. We enjoyed travelling to places
like Europe, USA, Middle East and other
countries in Asia like China, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Hong Kong. We learnt
a lot about new cultures, customs and
made lots of different friends from
around the world.

What were some of the challenges you
faced? How did you manage those?
Even when we’re all speaking English,
things can still get lost in translation.

As food was sometimes a challenge
(especially with preschoolers and
allergies) we became good at finding
Weetbix and Vegemite in different parts
of the world. The kids definitely were not
keen to try the scorpions on sticks at the
markets in Beijing!

Australian International School
in Singapore and now continue at
St Paul’s. Although Juliette presented
an exhibition for the second time this
year (Year 5 was end of PYP at AIS) it was
still an amazing event; all the students’
presentations were very impressive.

School excursions meant you had to have
an up-to-date passport!

We are also very involved with the
Music Academy: Juliette and April have
continued learning the cello and violin
at St Paul’s and have also taken up
singing lessons.

Living with the humidity of South East
Asia was challenging – weather ranged
from hot and sweaty to hot and raining
– but the positive side is you can swim
in the pool all year round!

What are the things you engage
with at St Paul’s that you really like
as a family?
As parents we really like the PYP program,
which Juliette and April started at the

What do the children think?
The kids are now settled back in Australia,
at St Paul’s and are making new friends.
They have loved learning to play handball
at lunchtime; being at home playing with
our dog Milo and cat Marble and being
closer to family in Australia.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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OUR HERITAGE

STAINED GLASS,
HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY
The stained glass windows
that feature in the Senior
School Library are part of
our everyday experience
of this learning space.
The provenance of these
works of art, that augment
the building and refract
the beauty of the sky and
landscapes they frame, goes
back to the beginning of
our school’s history and the
people upon whose vision
St Paul’s was based.

8
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Mrs Wilma Barratt spoke with
Futurum about the creation
of the artworks.
My husband Michael Barratt and I
were amongst those who started the
school, many years ago. We felt there
was a need for a Christian school in the
community so we went about starting it
up; the poor teachers then had to do all
the hard work…
We were at different sites before this
one was found; Peter Whale and Michael
found this site and thought it would be a
wonderful place for a school, and it went
on from there.
Ray Trappell was the architect and
builder who designed the mud brick
buildings; their construction was a
collaborative effort. There was an idea
that some stained glass was wanted
in that building. Cheryl Robinson did
the windows at the apexes of the main
building and I did the ones along the
eastern wall.

At the time, we were both studying
Visual Arts at the University of Western
Sydney. I had been experimenting with
glass, heat and enamels. The design
had to be something that fitted with the
overall building. You have those rays
and mosaics in Cheryl’s work, making
fragments of the sunlight; mine were
somewhat more stormy, as I recall.

We made the windows
entirely by hand, using
heat, enamels and
commercial stained
glass, fired in a kiln,
with leadlight.
There was a degree of trial and error
in arriving at those elements which we
eventually used. Mine had some pits
and holes in, which I retained. They gave
a texture to the glass, which I liked.
It was 27 years ago that we made
those windows. I was having my 11th
child at the time and it was a difficult
pregnancy. Perhaps that accounts for
why I remember the works as ‘stormy’;
I suppose it reflects some of what I
felt at that time. It is not an easy thing,
establishing a school. And different
stages of internal struggle are, after
all, just a part of life. That child –
my youngest – is 27 now. I must come
back sometime and look at those
windows again.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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Photo competition winners. First place: Charlotte Brown (centre)
Brianna Thurling (left) and Arabella Logan (right)

JUNIOR SCHOOL
PHOTO COMPETITION
Now in its third year,
the Junior School photo
competition featured
many imaginative
and creative works by
aspiring photographers
in Years 3-6.

10 FUTURUM SUMMER 2016

Participation was optional over the midterm holiday break, requiring original
work on any theme with the aim of
opening our eyes to the world around us.
The three finalists described some of the
processes they went through in getting
their final shots.
“I love to dance, I dance all styles,
pretty much everywhere - but it’s
always better when I’m outside. I took
this picture in my own backyard.”
Breanna

“This is my dog. She was so patient!
I saw her lying there and had the idea
for a portrait. I put the crown on her
and she stayed really still – I think she
liked having her photo taken.”
Arabella
“We got up really early, which wasn’t
that fun. My mum showed me how
to use the camera. First I was going
to take a picture of my dog but then
I saw the sun coming up and it was so
beautiful. I’ve never taken any pictures
before. I’m pretty happy with this one.”
Charlotte

PAPER PLANES – BIG AND SMALL:

SCIENCE WEEK 2015
To mark Science Week 2015, St Paul’s Grammar School Science and Properties Staff
collaborated in the design and construction of a 3.8m corflute cardboard plane, launching
it in a test-flight event that engaged the entire school.
Science Department Laboratory
Manager, Mrs Glenis Shaddick,
conceived the idea and the design
was drafted and constructed by two
members of the Properties team,
Mr Peter Males and Mr Dean Hulbert.
The corflute structure was displayed at
the school, suspended in the Breezeway
thoroughfare for two weeks before
the major event.
Local Penrith business, Complete Height
Safety Solutions, generously donated
their time and expertise in conducting the
launch from a fully-extended 10m scissor
lift – donated for the event by industrial
equipment supplier Force Corp.
As the crowd waited for the launch,
physics teacher Mr Ross Cutts
demonstrated buoyancy principles with
a solar hot air balloon which took flight,
seemingly of its own accord. Tethered
to a line so that it didn’t get too far
away, the giant black sock lifted from
the ground as the air inside it heated
up from the day’s abundant sunshine.
With the whole school and staff
assembled and looking skyward in
escalating anticipation, the plane was
launched – catching a light headwind
that took it soaring across 100 metres
before landing beautifully, tail down,
on the oval, to screams of delight,

accompanied by Year 10 music students
cranking out the Foo Fighters’ ‘Learn
to Fly’ amplified from the adjacent
Arts Quarter.
The giant plane test flight coordinated
with a paper plane competition across
the school for Science Week, with
these finalists competing in the Sydney
University Young Scientist Paper Plane
Challenge in August: Daniel Low, Edyn
Vrsaljko, Jack Vella, Archie Evans,
Aston Pazios, Luis Harmata, Chaythila
Gunawardene, Ryan Glastonbury,
Drew Tolson, Toby Humble and Sara
Chaturvedi. Ryan Glastonbury
(Year 5) won longest distance in the
school competition with an amazing
30.4m throw!
Over 800 students from across NSW
competed in the Sydney University finals
event. The sun shone over the beautiful
grounds on the day, but the breeze
proved a challenge for all competitors.
Luis Harmata was our strongest
performer on the day and placed
in the top 24 with a distance of 24.6m.
Congratulations to all students who
participated and a thank you to the
parents who supported this initiative.

The exhilaration of this
large-scale exercise
completely engaged
St Paul’s and infused
spectators with a
refreshed enthusiasm
for the thrill of applied
science.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 11

ST PAUL’S INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS’ PROGRAMME
STATE FINALISTS IN STUDY NSW’S 2015 INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS’ AWARDS - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

International
students are a
cherished part
of the St Paul’s
school community
and culture.
This year, our International Students’
Programme (ISP) was distinguished for
its promotion of community engagement,
as finalists in Study NSW’S International
Students’ Awards, Community
Engagement category.

St Paul’s China Liaison Officer and
Language Teacher, Chloe Ye, nominated
the school’s ISP: “This was an opportunity
for community recognition of our
school’s great ISP programme.”

specifically for international parents and
students. “The newsletter keeps parents
in the loop; it gives information to them
regarding the nature of education in
Australia and broaches some of the
differences. Parents are able to see,
through the services we provide, how
we engage their kids and help them
to break down their linguistic and
cultural obstacles, which then helps
them to better engage with the local
community.”

As part of St Paul’s ISP, Ms Ye reintroduced the International student
newsletter in 2015 - a communique

St Paul’s representatives attended
the Presentation Evening for finalists
at the Opera House in October.

The awards, established by the New
South Wales Government, celebrate
unity and cultural diversity fostered by
individuals and organisations – including
schools – throughout the State.

12 FUTURUM SUMMER 2016

In preparation for this event, a camera
crew visited the school to create a
segment representing our ISP at the
presentation night. Students, Jack Sun
and Rhett Marchant feature, reflecting
on their engagement with the ISP.
The film is a glowing reflection on this
aspect of St Paul’s unique and vibrant
school culture; it can be viewed at
www.nsw.gov.au/news/2015-nswinternational-student-awards-winners.

ST PAUL’S RURAL FIRE SERVICE CADETS

2015 NATIONAL
CHAMPIONS

St Paul’s Grammar School Rural Fire Service Cadets have taken the National title in the 2015
Biannual Australian Fire Cadet Championships held at Myuna Bay, Lake Macquarie earlier this month.
Over two days of competition, hundreds
of RFS Cadets and active volunteers
from Western Australia, South Australia,
Victoria, and New South Wales
converged at the event. In addition
to 25 competing RFS teams, two NSW
State Emergency Service teams also
participated - a reminder that emergency
relief in a crisis is a cooperative effort.

Placing in five of eight competitive
events, St Paul’s team emerged as
the National Champions for 2015 - the
culmination of many hours of training
and hard work. South West Slopes
(Young) RFS Cadets received a welldeserved second place, a mere two
points behind St Paul’s. Third place was
taken out by the team from Quinn Rocks,
Western Australia, which self-funded in
order to travel to NSW to compete.
The events tested active firefighting skills
and utilisation of equipment - including
portable pumps, station response, the
operational mechanics and use of RFS
vehicles (specifically Category 1 and 7
tankers), hand tools, deploying of canvas
hose and ladder work. Participants also
displayed cognitive functioning under
pressure, decision making, intuition,
leadership, knowledge and teamwork,
in situations designed to replicate an
active fire ground.
Moving into the official fire season,
the Championships affirm the role that
volunteering plays in the RFS, starting
at the Cadet level, and in numerous
other firefighting services and brigades
around Australia. Speaking at the event,
RFS Commissioner Shane Fitsimmons
reflected on this:

The cadet program not only helps
students learn essential fire safety
techniques, examine fire behaviour
and gain an understanding of the work
of NSW RFS volunteers across the State,
but it offers them the opportunity to
experience firsthand the commitment
and camaraderie that comes with
volunteering.
- Commissioner Fitzsimmons
The St Paul’s team gratefully
acknowledges the support of Acting
Principal and coach, Mr Ian Brooker,
Head of Secondary School and team
manager, Mrs Karen Keogh, the NSW
Rural Fire Service - in particular crews
at Londonderry and Castlereagh RFS
Brigades, who graciously gave up their
time and equipment for many hours to
assist with training - and their supportive
parents. A brief congratulations to the
entire team and to the worthy teams from
South West Slopes and Quinn Rocks.
The St Paul’s team consisted of Katie
Biddell, Benjamin Jagger, Samuel Keogh,
Andrew Goode, Benjamin Dickson and
Matthew Thomas.
Report taken from an article by Matthew
Thomas, Cadet, St Paul’s RFS Brigade.
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE:

ENVIRONMENTAL
SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES
Investigations completed by Year 11 and 12 students are exciting and they enlighten student
perceptions of world issues. Students learn to recognise their role in global contexts, reflecting
“a worldwide community school, aiming to create a better, more peacful world,”
(International Baccalaureate Organisation, 2015).
Jane Gardner,
Teacher, Science Faculty

Some investigations conducted by students in the ESS course:
GLOBAL WARMING – OCEAN
ACIDIFICATION: YEAR 12 2015
Students investigated different concentrations of acidic
conditions and its effects on mussel (bivalve molluscs) shells.
Sensitive ocean species could lose their protective shells, due
to ocean acidification. These species will eventually die out
and species that build stronger shells could become dominant
in a future ocean, hence affecting food chains in the ocean.
The ocean continues to absorb the excess of carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere.

MUSSEL SHELL AVERAGE MASS LOSS
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POLLUTION – OIL SPILL CLEANUP:
YEAR 11 2015
Year 11 students conducted an oil spill clean up simulation.
This global issue effects the marine environment and has a
comprehensive impact with long-term consequences for wildlife,
fisheries, coastal and marine habitats and human health. The
students used five different dispersants to investigate their
effectiveness in cleaning up an oil spill. The results are pending.
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FORECAST (YEARS TO BIODEGRADE)
4

POLLUTION – BIODEGRADEABILITY:
YEAR 11 2014
Landfill simulation of packaging widely used on our planet.
Students from Year 11 (ESS) conducted landfill simulation
using St Paul’s agricultural plot, experimenting with a range
of common everyday packaging materials. Their aim was to
investigate how much time it takes for packaging materials
to break down in the environment.
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The students chose very popular packaging products:
McDonald’s cups (polyethylene terephthalate (PET) and paper)
and water bottles (polyethylene terephthalate in different brands).

PERCENTAGE MASS LOSS

Students developed aim, hypothesis, variables and methods
to gain results and relate to real world pollution problems.

11%
5%

Plastic (Polethylene) water bottle biodegradation:
Each sample brand of PET bottles contained different masses
of PET. The lesser mass of the Mt Franklin crushable bottle
resulted in an estimated 4 years to biodegrade, from this trial.
McDonald’s drink cups biodegradation with addition
of fertilisers to increase the rate of biodegradation:
The estimated results were overwhelming, with the addition
of fertilisers increasing the rate of biodegradation of PET/Paper
cups from McDonald’s: 6 months to degrade with the addition
of fertilizers.

“Not only does IB Environmental
Systems and Societies challenge your
brain, but your strength too! This was
truly put to the test when digging
twenty-five holes to place McDonald’s
cups in, for our Biodegradability
experiment. Nonetheless, us ‘Enviro’
kids never complain and always get
the job done!
The aim of our experiment was
to measure the effect of fertilizer
on McDonald’s drinking cups.
McDonald’s is a large-scale
commercial food company that
produces an extraordinary amount

47%

Active
Frantelle
Cool Ridge
Mount Franklin
Thankyou

26%

11%

of waste! It is unfathomable to
think about the amount of waste
not placed in the rubbish; perhaps
instead ending up on the side of a
road or in water estuaries.
We weren’t concerned about the
biodegradability of the paper core
but the Polyethylene terephthalate
(PET) that coats the inside and
outside of the cup. We left the
cups in soil for three months with
different concentration of fertilizer
then we dug them back up. The
results were significantly visible!
The process of biodegradability

was drastically increased when
increased fertilizer was added to
the soil. A soil microbe, Norcardia
Species, increased in population
due to the addition of nutrients and
was responsible for accelerating the
process of biodegradability.
Unfortunately, not all McDonald’s
cups are buried under soil with
fertilizer and neither are they always
placed in the rubbish, where they
are meant to go. So think twice
about where you put your rubbish.”
Alison Bavor
ESS Year 12 2015.
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SPORTS ACADEMY:

2015 DUFFY MEDAL
An evening in celebration of St Paul’s students’
sporting achievements
It was great to see such a large
attendance from parents and students
at both the Junior and High School
Presentations. We are privileged to have
some incredibly gifted sportsmen and
women in our midst and the opportunity
to celebrate their achievements in this
wonderful event.
The Duffy Medal Presentation
night recognises the commitment,
determination and participation of
students across the school, in a range of
team and individual sports - from football
to netball, tennis to basketball, cricket
to MD2, rowing to equestrian as well as
many individual sporting achievements.
Over 300 students receive awards on
the evening for participation, sporting
excellence or a significant contribution
to sport at St Paul’s.
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A special thanks must be given to our
two presenters Tirian McManus & Alice
Tarnawski, both graciously presenting
awards and speaking at the event. This
insight into their sporting experiences
and achievements as elite athletes was
wonderfully encouraging to St Paul’s
students, seeking to improve and grow
in their own endeavours.
I would like to extend particular
congratulations to those students
who received the highest awards of
the evening. The 2015 Duffy Medal
was awarded to Matilda McDonell,
who has excelled in Netball at St Paul’s,
culminating in her selection for the
U15 Australian Team, to tour New
Zealand early next year. John Klincke
was awarded the Pyne Medal for his
commitment and service to sport at

St Paul’s and Gabriel Cabban-Galtarossa
was awarded the Excellence in Sport
Award for his wonderful achievements
in swimming, subsequently progressing
to compete at the National Swimming
Championships.
It was my privilege to speak briefly at
the evening. I look forward to celebrating
and sharing in the achievements of
St Paul’s students at every level and
across all sporting fields. Particular
thanks goes to the staff, parents and
students for their attendance at sport
events throughout the year and at the
2015 Duffy Medal Awards night. Looking
forward to seeing all of you in 2016.
Darryl Kelshaw,
Sport Academy Coordinator

SPGS SPORTS 2015
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A SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 4
2015 has been an exciting year in Year 4. From excursions to
model building and mentoring buddies from Pre-K, we have
had an amazing time.
We began the year by investigating
Geometry. Students worked in teams
to decide what three dimensional shape
they could build that would hold a cup
of water for a minute. Although students
were investigating the mathematical
principles, social skills were also an
important learning aspect, as the
students needed to recognise that they
were in teams and consider the views
of their peers. They had a great time
conducting experiments and shared
these on the Year 4 my.stpauls page.
Whilst investigating Mathematics,
students also studied the Human Body.
One of the most exciting parts of this
was going to the High School science
labs where Mrs Humble, Mrs Shaddick
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and Mrs Berger had organised a number
of hands-on activities where students
could closely examine different parts of
the human body. We also had Dr Patel
and Dr Hastings take time out of their
busy schedules to talk about the human
body and how to better take care of it.
Throughout the year, Year 4 worked
on a number of speeches to hone their
public speaking skills. ‘Readers Theatre’
was one component of developing these
skills; in groups, we selected a fairy tale
and adapted it into a performance. Many
students enjoyed the experience of
reciting lines and performing in front
of their parents at the finals.
Year 4 put on their Inquiry hats when
they examined the colonisation of
Australia. An excursion to Hyde Park
Barracks and Sydney Museum was a
highlight of this unit. A book reading
session with Librarian Mrs McCaffery
of Shaun Tan’s ‘The Rabbits’ inspired us
to look at the event of colonisation from
multiple viewpoints. The students had
many fishbowl debates (verbal debates
where they take a specific point of view
and use evidence to support their view)
about different phases of colonisation.

From this inquiry, students looked locally
at the development of Penrith. Through the
transdisciplinary theme, ‘How We Organise
Ourselves’, we studied the growth and
expansion of Penrith. Mrs Hogan, a town
planner, came to Year 4 to discuss the
purpose of town planning and how this
organises communities.
From this informative presentation, the
students went on an excursion looking
at the specific features that a community
needs - such as hospitals, schools, and
shops. Students then elaborated on
their studies and thought about the
future of Penrith and what was necessary
for development. Through this aspect
of the inquiry, students incorporated
Measurement and began planning the
development of the Penrith Lakes Scheme.

They investigated
newspaper articles
to find out some of
the concerns of Penrith
residents and what
they believed the
community needed.

They then applied mathematical
knowledge to design and make a model
from their ideas. Students then presented
the findings of their learning journey,
explaining the whole process undertaken
to arrive at the finished product.
During Term 3, Year 4 explored the
development of technology as a means
of expressing themselves. The Claymation
incursion was a highlight, as students
expressed their ideas in creating a movie.
Students also learnt to recognise the
advantages and disadvantages of different
technologies and the purposes for which
they were created. Mrs Ruming also came

to speak to the students about graphic
design and the different avenues students
could take when they get older if they
were interested in design and technology.
In our final term, Year 4 learnt about
the Earth and its core. We explored
the relationships between night and
day and the tides. Students were also
introduced to their buddies in Pre-K.
Year 4 spent quality time each week with
their buddies, helping to get them ready
for the transition into primary school. We
finished the year with a Crusader Camp
at Lake Macquarie where the students
learnt more about the grace of God.

Although every year is an extraordinary
year, in 2015 Year 4 have expanded their
boundaries and explored the world in
which they live. It was with the support
of all the staff and parents that they were
able to do this. We would like to thank
the St Paul’s community for supporting
the development of these children.
Miss Nicole Cremona
and Miss Jane Locke
Year 4 Teachers
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THE MUSIC ACADEMY 2015
The St Paul’s Grammar School Music Academy focuses on
exploring the relationship between a biblical faith and the
origins and expressions of goodness, truth, beauty,
imagination and creativity.
We are continuing to develop an arts
scene that is linked to the wider society
– to its orchestras and ensembles as well
as entertainment industries. We want
to celebrate and engage with cultural
diversity educationally.
2015 has provided a range of opportunities
for students participating in Music at
St Paul’s both in the classroom and in
the co-curricular programs. I am pleased
to announce that nearly 30% of St Paul’s
students participated formally in either
the Conservatorium Program and/or
the Ensembles Program in 2015.

CONSERVATORIUM
The SPGS Conservatorium has
experienced substantial growth in 2015
with the addition of four new dynamic
Tutors to cater for the demand of
students wishing to learn a musical
instrument or formal speech and drama.
This extraordinary growth has resulted
in the need to add two new concert
experiences to the calendar. For the
first time in the School’s history four
Conservatorium Concerts were held
this year providing a regular opportunity
for students to present items they have
worked on with their Tutors. Family
and friends were able to observe the
culmination of their children’s hard work
in a concert atmosphere on multiple
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occasions. 2015 has also been a time
for refining and improving scheduling
procedures for the Conservatorium
Program and we hope to see the benefits
of these changes in 2016.

ENSEMBLES
In 2015 the following regular ensembles
and clubs ran in the High School:
The Ceili Band – conducted by
Andrew Tredinnick
Chamber Orchestra – conducted by
Cathy Jarman
7-12 Choir – conducted by
Teri Hughes-Everard/Adam Jarman
Chamber Choir A – conducted by
Teri Hughes-Everard/Adam Jarman
Chamber Choir B – conducted by
Teri Huighes-Everard/Megan Gray
Guitar Ensemble – conducted by
Jason Hill
In Terms 3 and 4, a new jazz ensemble
commenced – conducted by
Cathy Jarman
Classic Albums Listening Club –
coordinated by Angus Findlay
Class-based ensembles from Years
9-12 also contributed to the music
performance culture at St Paul’s.

The ensembles performed in a range
of formal and informal contexts including
information evenings, SPGS assemblies
and special events such as Grandparents
Day, Science Week, Flowers in the
Wasteland lunchtime concerts and the
Young Leaders Reception hosted by
Penrith City Council.
Overall, a particular highlight of 2015
for me was the opportunity to facilitate
the interplay and relationship between
formal structures and the natural flow of
learning - experiencing music as art form,
in our rich and diverse community. I look
forward to continuing this with the Music
Academy in 2016.
Cathy Jarman
Music Academy Coordinator

BMX CHAMPIONS
KYLE AND DECLAN JAEHNE

Kyle and Declan Jaehne are excelling in their sport and 2015
has seen them churning up the dirt, representing Australia
in competitions across the country and New Zealand.
With the support of their
parents, these boys are
carving a path to international
challenges in 2016. Their
mother Leeanne Jaehne
shared their most recent
experience with Futurum.
Kyle and Declan travelled to New Zealand
to compete at the North Island Titles,
which were held in Taupo, in the middle
of the North Island.
We travelled to Auckland where we
met with the BMX Australia Coach and
handed Declan over to the Manager.
Declan was a part of the BMX Australia
Senior Trans-Tasman Test Team. This
team consists of both boys and girls two 15 year old of each and two 14 year
old of each. Declan was the number
one rider for the 14 year old boys team.
Declan then travelled and lived with the
team. He had to deal with any issues by
himself when living with four previously
unknown boys and a Manager whom he
had only met once prior. Team members
were required to assist in the preparation
of meals, attend training, prepare for
racing all while managing the stresses of
racing as a team and riding for Australia.
The Test Teams rode six motos against
each other over the course of two days.
The riding was hard and fast with injuries
sustained on both sides. The Australian
Test Team ending up losing one of their
riders on the first day with a broken right
wrist and fractured left wrist. The boys’
team went down to New Zealand 100-95.
During the Test Team racing, Declan
also competed in the 14 Boys Challenge
class. This consisted of all the 14 Boys
from both Australia and New Zealand
Test Teams and other riders from across

New Zealand. Declan made it through
to the final and finished overall second
for the North Island Comp, gaining the
2 North Island Plate.
Kyle raced in the hotly-contested 16
Boys Challenge class, where most of the
riders will transition into Junior Elite next
year. Kyle progressed straight into the
final and finished overall second North
Island – also gaining the 2 North Island
plate. Both Kyle and Declan were the
only Australian riders in their age groups
to progress into the finals and to finish
with a North Island plate.
Declan will again ride with the Test
Team in January 2016, when the New
Zealand team travels to Australia for
the Australian leg. This will be raced
in Nerang, Queensland on 1, 2 and 3
January 2016 in rounds 1 and 2 of the
Champbikz rounds, which will take Kyle
and Declan from Nerang to rounds
3 and 4 in Cairns, Queensland and
rounds 5 and 6 in Shepparton, Victoria,
before competing in the final round at

Bathurst, NSW: BMX Australia National
Championships for 2016.
BMX Australia have since offered
Declan a spot on the BMX Australia
Development Academy which provides
riders competing in 14 years through
to Elite with a clear National Athlete
Pathway, linked directly with the BMX
Australia High Performance Unit.
The aim of the Academy is to develop
athletes with medal-winning potential
at World Championships and Olympic
Games levels. The Academy aims to
provide the best training environment,
support services and competition
opportunities for all future National BMX
Team members of World Championships
in the 20” class. This is an enormous
opportunity for Declan who will travel
to Columbia for the 2016 World
Championships and possibly to the
Olympics in future years if he continues
on the path he is currently on.
St Paul’s warmly congratulates the
Jaehne brothers on their achievements.
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AROUND OUR SCHOOL:

PROPERTIES REPORT
Recent studies have shown that the design
and function of school buildings can improve
learning experiences and outcomes for students.
Some of these include natural lighting, quietness, fresh air,
classroom colour schemes and the ability to personalise learning
spaces. Students at St Paul’s are blessed with a tranquil bush
setting, expansive grounds covering more than 13 hectares,
and many well-designed classrooms with natural light and fresh
air. At our school we believe our excellent facilities complement
the academic program, providing opportunities for students
to engage in a comprehensive learning environment.
A number of Properties projects for 2016 are in development.One
key project is connection with the University of Western Sydney’s
fibre optic network, currently being installed between Penrith
and Richmond. This network would provide internet speeds 10
times faster than our current connection. St Paul’s Properties and
IT Departments are working with the providers – the Australian
Academic Research Network – towards realising this opportunity.
The Property Department is also working with the Science
and Visual Arts Departments and Year 10 students to construct
an innovative model of the periodic table. With Year 10 as
the master minds behind the design, the model will feature
individual designs for every element. These will then be carved
into clay tiles and fixed to the currently empty concrete wall in
the Science quadrangle, bringing science to life for students and
personalising their learning space through artistic expression.
Another way the Property Department hopes to enable
students to feel a sense of ownership is by reintroducing our
student tree-planting program, in 2016. Each new student in
Kindergarten and Year 7 will be given a tree or shrub to plant
in various locations around the school. We look forward to
working together with you on this next year!
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Finally, another initiative involves the Properties strategic
plan, towards making St Paul’s a more environmentally
sustainable learning environment. Over the next year we will
be rolling out a number of initiatives to minimize unnecessary
energy consumption. This will include reducing the amount
of electricity needed to run the school, as well as potentially
installing our own solar plant to offset electricity use.
The St Paul’s Property Department is here to serve the school
community. By maintaining an attitude of service and in delivering
innovative, quality projects we believe there will be tangible
outcomes for students now and in future. Our goal is to deliver
facilities that will support the school to enable teaching and
learning for the “whole of life” to serve the world.
Ben Wortley
Properties Manager
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MARATHON WOMEN
The benefits of exercise as part of a healthy life are well-documented; somewhat less widely
known is the relationship between exercise and brain function.
As our society moves toward an
increasingly sedentary life, with an evergrowing engagement with technology
from an early age, the importance of
energy expenditure becomes a key
focus in maintaining well-being.
With a particular focus on women
runners, St Paul’s Languages teacher,
Christina King has interviewed some
former St Paul’s students from different
backgrounds and levels of engagement
with sports. These are young adults who
have taken up running as a challenge
toward general betterment and wellbeing,
and their varied responses reflect the
potential for anyone to give it a try.

Have you done many runs since
leaving school?
KK: Yes. I decided I’d like to do a half
marathon. “Just one”, I thought. Since
then I have not only done many more
but have also competed in marathons
and triathlons. Last year I completed an
Ironman triathlon (3.8km swim, 180km
cycle, and full 42.2km marathon).
(Krista completed her first half Ironman
in 2013 in Mooloolaba, Queensland
and did her first full Ironman in 2014 at
Port Macquarie in 10 hours 46 minutes.)
LK: No, I’ve done the City to Surf,
a couple of Mothers’ Day Runs (8kms)
and a half marathon in 2013.
AK: A few – a Mothers’ Day run, the
Bridge Run (9km) and the half marathon.

Krista King (Year 12, 2002)
Louise King (Year 12, 2004)
Joelene Major (Year 12, 2004)
Angela King (Year 12, 2006)
Laura Cummins (Year 12, 2006)
Breanna Gasson (Moore)
(Year 12, 2010)
Amelia Heath (Year 12, 2010)
Julia King (Year 12, 2010)
Emma Jarvis (Year 12 1998)
Kara Cummins (Year 12, 2014)

LC: Since leaving school I have done two
half marathons, the City2Surf a few times
and a few short triathlons. At school
I used almost every reason under the
sun to get out of doing cross country
because I hated long distance running
so much – broken leg, motorbike injuries,
sore elbow, sprained ankle, asthma –
I used them all! I think the fact I couldn’t
even run 1km a few years ago gives
me motivation now, when I’m running,
because I’ve improved so much.
BG: I started with the Mothers’ Day
Classic 4km in 2012 and slowly worked
my way up to my first half marathon
– the Sri Chinmoy Canberra Half
Marathon in mid-2013 (which was very
boring – 13 laps around a suburban
park!) with a few 10km events in
between. Since then I have done the
Run Melbourne Half, a 100km team event
(of which I ran 25km) called the Ned
Kelly Chase in Wangaratta, the YMCA
Canberra Half marathon and the Great
Ocean Rd half marathon in May this year.
AH: I have done the Blackmore’s 9km
Harbour Bridge Run every year since
leaving school and two half marathons.
JK: I have only done one run since school
- the SMH half marathon in May 2014,
apart from the Mothers’ day run in 2012.
EJ: Yes I have completed quite a few fun
runs, starting at 5km, 10km and then
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I followed on to do four half marathons
and one marathon. I was always interested
in running at school and competed in
Athletics every year, but had never done
any competitive or fun runs.
KC: I did a half marathon in 2013 to keep
my sister, Laura, company. I graduated
from St Paul’s last year and have been
training for the Bournemouth marathon
since the start of this year.

What inspired you to complete the
half marathon?
KK: The first one in particular was
amazing. I remember looking ahead
and just seeing thousands of people
filling the street, pounding the pavement.
It was inspiring. It was much easier than
I expected and as I enjoyed it so much
I felt like it was over before I knew it.
LK: I knew I would feel a sense
of achievement.
JM: I’ve always liked running, but not
seriously… and a girl I know told me
I couldn’t run a half marathon so I
wanted to prove her wrong!
AK: I wanted to do a half marathon as
I thought I could manage it after doing
the City to Surf, when I realized I could
run further than I thought.
LC: I made it a personal goal at the start
of 2013 to do a half marathon. Even
though I hate running I thought that
would be a good, achievable challenge
to set myself.
BG: A few factors. My father was a fairly
good distance runner and I had always
admired him for his dedication and
perseverance; they were characteristics
I wanted to emulate. It was a natural
progression, to some extent. I had done
10km races, and my time was improving
with each one, so I was looking for
something more challenging and a
half marathon was the next milestone.
AH: I wanted to complete the Sydney
half marathon because I knew that I was
physically capable of it, but I had never
managed to get past the mental barrier
of the thought of running so far! I did the
Blackmores half marathon in September

it as a gratitude exercise – concentrating
on being grateful for my health and
physical strength which allows me to take
each step rather than thinking about how
tiring it is! It’s like meditation for me.
JK: The half marathon was mentally
challenging because I’d never run quite
that far in training, but it felt fantastic.
EJ: The full marathon was more of a
mental challenge, especially in training,
but to look back and say I have run a
marathon is a pretty exhilarating feeling.
KC: Sometimes it is really hard and other
times I really enjoy it and don’t realize
how far I have run - but I always feel good
when I stop!!

Do you intend doing more runs –
10km, half/full marathons/triathlons?
KK: Yes, many more, for many more
years to come. I think it’s amazing what
we are capable of. I’ve entered another
Ironman in Busselton, Western Australia
on 6 December.

this year and found it much easier.
I found it easier going in knowing that
I could do it, rather than wondering.
JK: I wanted to give myself a challenge
and something to train for, and to prove
to myself that I could attempt something
challenging and succeed.
EJ: For me it was an incidental way of
spending more time with my partner who
was training for an Ironman Event. At the
time, I was an average runner who could
comfortably complete 10km. During his
running training, I started joining in - to
keep my fitness up, but also to spend
some time together. Before I knew it
I was running 12km, 15km, 17km and was
feeling great. I thought if I can do 17km
now, what’s an extra 4km? So I entered
the Blacktown M7 Half marathon.
KC: My sister wanted to do a half
marathon so I decided to as well. I signed
up for the marathon as I am living in
England this year and wanted something
to train for to get me out of the house,
even when the weather wasn’t great.
I also ran to raise money for Amnesty
International.

expect it to hurt at some point, otherwise
I’d feel I didn’t race hard enough. The
worst part is the nerves and doubts in
the days and hours before the race.
LK: Fine – I don’t feel too tired and when
I finish, I feel as though I could have kept
going.
JM: Exhausted, in pain but it is good fun.
The second seemed harder than the first
and third; I hadn’t trained much so I felt
quite sick.
AK: Having so many runners around
makes it easier to keep running.
LC: When I was running I felt both
exhausted and in pain but also inspired
because there were so many other
people running and everyone had a
great attitude. Lots of people were older
or unlikely-looking runners and there
were lots of people running for charity,
so it’s a good atmosphere.

How do you feel when you run?

BG: Cold! Most of my runs have been
in Canberra/Melbourne winters - it would
be lucky to crack 5 degrees! Otherwise,
exhausted - but I guess that’s the point.
Regardless of how I feel when I’m running at the finish line, the sense of achievement
is always worth it.

KK: It depends on the day and race.
Mostly I love it. Sometimes it hurts. I

AH: I feel pretty good when running;
I get past the mental barriers by using

LK: Probably. I entered the Blackmores
half marathon in May last year but was
unable to compete.
LC: Yes definitely – it’s addictive! As soon
as I did my first half marathon I signed
up for another to give me an incentive
(fear of failing) to go for runs through
the winter. I intended completing a
half marathon last September but have
decided to do triathlons and have done
my first longer one (a 600m swim, a 12km
bike ride and a 6km run).
BG: I am going to do the Run Melbourne
Half again this year but my focus is on
the Sydney Marathon (fingers crossed!).
AH: I will definitely do more half
marathons; definitely not triathlons
though – they terrify me!
JK: I’d like to do some shorter runs like
10km maybe, but I can’t see myself
signing up for another half any time soon.
EJ: Yes, once you start it’s hard to
think of not running. I haven’t done
as much running lately, so 5km seems
overwhelming, but I tell myself that I have
run a marathon and I can do the distance
so it’s just about slowly easing back into
it and being consistent. I have done
some small triathlons (I did the Huskisson
Sprint Triathlon in February this year:
750m swim, 20km cycle and 5km run) and
maybe one day I will look at doing a half
Ironman- just to tick off another box!
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Staff Profile

ROBYN BOLLOM

Executive Assistant to the Business and Finance Manager
Robyn has been at St Paul’s
for 13 years, in After-school
care and her current secretarial
role. Her career has been
defined by her passion for
children and her deep faith
in God.
Born in Balmain, and raised in Eastwood,
Robyn is the youngest of six children and
says growing up in a large family shaped
her sense of play and love of children;
her parents modelled Christ’s love and
serving heart.
“We always made our own fun – we all
played together, making up games and
playing sport.”
Robyn went into secretarial work before
marriage and starting her family; they
have four sons – now aged 33, 32, 30
and 29. At home for 21 years, her family
life was very busy - volunteering in many
capacities with the school and playing
and coaching sports including PSSA
netball and soccer as well as volleyball,
and tennis.
A passing remark at Church one Sunday
opened the opportunity to work at
St Paul’s. “It was by the grace of God;
I never questioned the timing of it.
It was just meant to be.”
Returning to paid work as the Coordinator
of After School care was a comfortable
move. “I think what I brought to the
role was some formalisation, in terms of
technological structure of the operation
and practices. I was able to apply some of
those previously acquired skills to improve
the functionality of the Centre.” Before
long, Robyn was offered and began work
in the Junior School office.
In 2003, Robyn was asked to move from
the Junior School office to become
the Executive assistant to the Business
Manager and has remained in that
position to date as well as retaining the
After-School role until 2013. She loved
the work, although it involved three 10
hour days per week.
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A challenge of returning to work
was giving up some of her sport and
volunteering roles. Sport has always
been a key part of life for Robyn.
“Sport gives me an inner sense of
achievement. Being able to compete
and enjoy playing in a team environment
– as well as the social benefits are all
really important to me.”
Having played sport growing up and
throughout her adult life, Robyn sees
it as being an important activity for
children, especially boys.
“Boys need to be occupied. If they are not
that’s when they are likely to get tied up
with trouble. Whereas, if they are serious
about their sport they won’t do anything
that could harm their potential.”
A member of Blaxland Gospel Chapel for
over 30 years, Robyn is a Worship Leader
and teaches Sunday School. The Church
structure is based on a biblical model,
with Elders and Deacons nominated from
within the Church, according to who
best suits the role. Robyn’s passion for
kids continues; she assists the leading
of the Kids Club on Fridays for kids in
years 3-6 and Sunday School for ages
3-8, involving games, singing, stories and
activities. Robyn is also in her 25th year of
teaching SRE in her local primary school.
Robyn reaps joy from sharing God’s
Gospel message with children and
adults. At St Paul’s, she values the way in
which Christian faith is active and taught;
embedded as it is, in the school culture,
in outreach to children.
“Being allowed to pray and speak with
children about God and support them in
their faith, is a wonderful part of working
here. The lunchtime fellowship group, for
example, is a great way to encourage,
strengthen and guide students in their
faith and model Christ’s love, which
many of our students embrace. Those
that don’t, outwardly, might benefit
from witnessing these aspects of faith in
practice. It is hoped that the students will
form friendships that will support them in
the Christian walk and be able to share
the Gospel with others.”

At home, Robyn takes great pleasure in
having family and friends around; she
describes her home as open and she
particularly loves the spontaneity of
entertaining and having people turning
up at the last minute. Robyn also enjoys
music and plays guitar and piano as
well as being a member of a women’s
barbershop chorus. As a family, she
looks forward to their annual extended
family holiday.
“Every year in January we go away
camping on the South Coast for two
weeks with over 70 extended family
members; including brothers and sisters,
nieces and nephews, great-nieces and
nephews and cousins. They come from
all over Australia. It’s a family tradition
that has continued since my birth.
It’s wonderful.”

“Children have
always been my
passion.”

Staff Profile

GEOFF ANDERSON
Latin Teacher

This is Mr Anderson’s eighth
year at St Paul’s.
Before this, in 2007, he worked with
Australian Volunteers International (AVI)
in Papua New Guinea, at the University
of Technology in Lei, helping teachers
to write correspondence courses.
In 2005 Geoff was at Bourke. Having
studied at the Catholic Institute of
Theology, the Bishop of Bathurst sent
him out to the remote town in a ministry
capacity; however, after a time, he was
unsure that this vocation was the way
in which he could best serve. Intent
upon doing something in “the helping
professions” he happened upon an
advertisement for the AVI job and
found teaching to be a better fit.
Born in Bourke, like his father, Geoff
has two sisters. His mother is 92. His
favourite colour is brown or grey; the
colour of growing up in Bourke’s browngrey landscape. Though Geoff’s father
loved the town, he wanted his children
to go away somewhere and have a
broader life than the one he had known
- making financial sacrifices to provide
education sufficient to enable this.
Aged 11, Geoff went to school in
Dubbo, living in a hostel – the usual
accommodation for boarders - with
some boys his age from Bourke and
other remote towns. Without these
mates he thinks his well-being may have
been precarious – “but it was alright”.
Geoff studied at Bathurst Teachers
College, after completing the leaving
certificate in 1969. He taught General
Primary for 30 years. He was Principal
at one or two small schools, including
Moonee Moonee Public school.
Restless, he went back to University,
to study Arts and Theology – an
inter-campus course, involving Sydney
University and the Catholic Institute
of Theology – the latter being a facet
of the multi-denominational Sydney
College of Divinity.
As he worked to complete his thesis, for
his Masters of Education - the topic of

which was ‘Education in the 2nd Century
of the Roman Empire’ - yet lacking any
Latin, his lecturer admonished him:
“It really is time you got down and
got yourself a Classical education!”
Geoff loves his discipline. He asserts that,
apart from the everyday uses of Latin
in technical languages, such as those
applied in Law and Science, the study of
Latin is essential to scholars embracing
our western humanity.
“Study of the classical canon is
indispensable to understanding the
origins of all our most enduring imagery
and narratives: throughout art, literature,
music, architecture and culture. It is
the repository for our inherited truths,
knowledge and identity.”
As the basis for the English language,
there is an appreciable crossover of
Latin words into English common usage
that cannot be otherwise expressed.
Geoff gives the example of the name for
the celestial phenomenon, the ‘Transit of
Venus’ – in which the only English word
is “of”. Latin is indispensable to English,
Law, Medicine, Biology, Botany and
other sciences. Referring his students to
the Sydney Morning Herald, a plethora
of Latin terms are to be found there in
daily use, where English alternatives
simply do not exist.
Apart from these applications, Geoff
loves “the wordiness of Latin for its
own sake, as a literature, in its own
language”. He mentions glorious
imagery in the poetry of Virgil, and
the epic mythology in the works of
Ovid – whose eternal, heroic themes,
articulated in Latin, are the origins of
those borrowed by Shakespeare and
redacted in English, hundreds of
years later.
“These enduring images are more
than two thousand years old. It’s
wonderful to read the works as they
were originally expressed. All of the
big themes of life – love, death, murder,
betrayal, mortality, redemption – and
the way these frame our reasoning are
contained in this literature.”

Geoff thinks that the western Sydney
area is lucky to have a school like
St Paul’s, where the classics are
wholeheartedly embraced.
In 1984, in Wilcannia, Geoff and his
wife lost their daughter Hannah to viral
encephalitis. She was 8 months old. With
their older son Matthew, they moved
to Dubbo to try and recover from this
tragic event. “I don’t tell everyone…
but in one way it is a source of
encouragement, to have the perspective
I do. I also look at people whose
children are clearly effected by some
sort of brain dysfunction, with a view
to empathise. Babies with encephalitis
don’t usually recover; toddlers might,
but usually with terrible brain damage.
I can have a conversation with people
whose children might be brain damaged,
in a wheelchair, and we can speak about
the experience as people who share it. I
think that’s a helpful thing, for both of
us. The Flying Doctors are my favourite
charity. They were there for us, right
away, when it happened; it was very
fast from when it came upon her. They
got Hannah to the hospital but our little
daughter only lived for three days. Some
lives are cut short. As a teacher, I am
able to say to my students, You have this
wonderful opportunity and an education.
You have a life.”
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DRAMA ACADEMY:

STUDENT EXPERIENCES
Stirring performances,
poignant moments, hours
of rehearsal and behindthe-scenes work: these
are the building blocks of
producing a standout show.
Year 11 students share their
experiences in Drama this year.
Ovations
Tasman Sadler, Year 11
The Drama showcase ‘Ovations’ gives us
the opportunity to learn an assortment of
stage skills - from play-building, light and
sound tech, improvisation and scripted
acting. It involves students from Years
3 to 11 participating in different Acts,
requiring professionalism and maturity.
This year’s performances offered varying
forms of theatre from comedy, physical
theatre and melodrama.

Co-Curricular Drama
Ben Smith-Wade, Year 11
Co-curricular Drama is offered from
Years 7 through to 12, segmented
into year groups:
• Dramaniacs: Years 7 - 8
• Junior crossfade: Years 9 - 10
• Senior Crossfade: Years 11 - 12
The groups are tailored to be both a
useful accompaniment to the curricular
Drama program as well as a beneficial
standalone program. All the programs
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fuse together theory and practical work
in a way that is fun whilst still furthering
an academic understanding of theatre.
Throughout the year students work
toward an end of year performance
and then perform it as part of a large
production, giving us knowledge about
performance and the theatre industry
which applies to both academic and
wider learning.

Classroom Drama
Eliza Murphy, Year 11
At St Paul’s, Drama is an elective subject
for students in Years 9 and 10, and also
is available in both Year 11 and 12 IB
and HSC courses. I chose drama as an
elective through Middle School and
continued with my studies in IB theatre,
in Years 11 and 12. In the past three
years, classroom Drama has taught me
about theatre practice and technique. I
have participated in practical workshops,
trained in lighting, sound and stage,
managed crews and performed at events
several times a year. St Paul’s Drama

facilities are amazing to perform and
learn in: especially our performance area
with elevated seating, the backstage
area, our costume and props room as
well as our impressive sound system
and stage lighting equipment.

Primary School Drama at St Paul’s
Melissa Herder, Year 11
Drama at St Paul’s offers extra-curricular
drama in the Primary school – ‘Gobo’ for
Year 3, ‘Preset’ for Year 4, and ‘Spotlight’
for Years 5 and 6. These programs are
great for building relationships with
one another, learning how to express
yourself, and are overall a fun and
fantastic experience! One of the most
exciting things about the Drama world
at St Paul’s is the annual production,
‘Ovations’, in which Drama students
across the school create and perform
highly entertaining pieces of theatre –
this event brings out the ‘inner-movie
star’ of everyone! From smiling faces to
back-stage jitters; it is just an awesome
day to have some fun!

Ibid 2015

Xiaocheng Liu, paper cutout

Patrick Beedham, ceramics

ART: IBID
EXHIBITION 2015
This year, the IBid exhibition
showcased the works of IB
Visual Arts students from
two classes. Topics ranged
from the human form
expressed through line to
industrialisation, from maps
and identity to the sea.

The students have worked hard to
complete the number of works required
for assessment and this is evident from
the quality of the exhibition. Students
also had to complete in-depth research
into the process and the works of other
artists, visual experimentation, analysis,
reflection and evaluation. These were all
recorded in their Visual Journals, which
are also assessed.

Students demonstrated mature
concepts and technical skill in painting,
ceramics, photography, printmaking and
sculpture. Their works were thoughtfully
curated, and were presented to best
communicate ideas and meaning to the
admiring audience. Congratulations to
our artists of 2015.
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KAT CLAY
Author, photographer and
former Dux of her year at
St Paul’s, Kat Clay shares
her insight on success and
choosing a freelance career
in creative industries..
After graduating from St Paul’s in 2001,
I attended university at the University
of Technology, Sydney, studying a
BA Communications (Media Arts and
Production) and International Studies
(French) – essentially film and French!
In the fourth year of my course I studied
overseas at the Universite de Poitiers,
which was an eye-opening year for me;
it was the first year I lived out of home
and also in a different culture. I learned
a lot about myself and started practising
being really creative during this time,
reading many of the books which have
come to influence my writing today. After
finishing the course, I also completed a
Graduate Diploma in Creative Writing.
After working in the film and publishing
industry, I set off with my husband on a
two year journey around the world. While
some people would say that quitting a
job isn’t conducive to a successful career,
travelling helped develop my creative
skills by giving me time to work on
photography and writing. During this time
I was a finalist in ‘Travel Photographer of
the Year: New Talent’ and had my first
non-fiction work published. Travelling
gave me the clarity and determination
to pursue a creative career.
After returning to Australia, my husband
and I moved to Melbourne, which has
been one of the best decisions of my life.
My first book Double Exposure is being
released by Crime Factory. I’ve spoken at
a number of conventions on writing and
had my work published in magazines.
Most recently, I was awarded an UNESCO
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City of Literature Travel Grant to attend
the World Science Fiction Convention
in Spokane, Washington State.
I now work as a creative producer and
produce digital content for non-profit
organisations and creative businesses.
Often the things you loved doing as a
teenager are still the things you love
doing as an adult. When I was a student
I was always writing stories, doing
computer illustrations, making videos.
Freelancing allows me the flexibility
to work on my own creative projects,
whether that is writing, photography or
video. I would say to students who are
setting out to consider non-conventional
career paths, especially if you’re a
creative person. Working full time doesn’t
suit everyone. Don’t be afraid to pursue
your passions because people tell you
that you won’t get a job in the industry;
if you’re determined enough to succeed,
you will. I think a great deal of achieving
your goals is in perseverance; keep the
end goal in sight and don’t waver from
your purpose. Eventually you’ll get there.
I still have many of the books I read at
St Paul’s, studying international works

Often the things
you loved doing as
a teenager are still
the things you love
doing as an adult.
as well as text written in English. Some
of the books I read in Years 11 and 12
are still on my favourite lists: ‘100 Years
of Solitude’ by Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
Pablo Neruda’s ‘20 Love Poems and
a Song of Despair’, Virginia Woolf’s
‘A Room of One’s Own’.
I remember in Year 9, I was trying to fit
in at school and started avoiding the
library because I thought it was ‘uncool’;
but then I had a wonderful teacher, Ms
Ainsley Hodgeson, who sparked my love
of reading again. I always remember she
gave me a poem as a gift when she left
the school - Marianne Moore’s Poetry which touched me greatly. I realised much
later on that the best gifts are words.

SARAH GUNN
Traveller, international student, FA Referee and Royal Air Force Reservist. St Paul’s Alumnus
Sarah Gunn grew from the personal loss of her graduating year in 2011 to take on life and the
world in a bold and continuing journey.
In October 2011, my days were absorbed
with study for the approaching IB exams.
Four years on and I am part way through
my fourth and final year studying in the
UK - in fact I am nationally ranked first in
my subject area!
Senior school for me was shaped through
great personal loss, which led to an even
greater determination to succeed and to
achieve my short-term life ambitions.
In year 11, I lost my father to bowel
cancer. Shortly after, a good friend
of mine tragically lost his life.
While these events devastate your life
and outlook, ultimately I wanted to make
my Dad and my mate proud of me, by
doing something out of the ordinary.
I applied to the University of Bath to
study International Management with
Modern Languages – a lengthy process,
eventually leading to a conditional
offer and full-scholarship, covering all
academic costs. I then knuckled down
and managed to achieve the required
grades, doing two languages - one at
Higher Level and one self-taught
Ab Initio.

Since that challenging period, I have
made life-long friends in the UK and
have travelled all around Europe. I am
part of the FA Referees Association; I
have been a Reservist member of the
Royal Air Force - in which I learned skiing,
parachuting, mountaineering, caving,
weapons training, survival skills and on
top of everything, I learnt to fly! I worked
as an intern for 12 months in the FrancoBritish Chamber of Commerce in Paris as
part of my degree. All in all I have built
a life in a lively and extremely culturally
diverse part of the world.
None of this would have been achievable
without the education and opportunities
offered at St Paul’s; particularly in terms
of recognised qualification. I can’t
imagine where I would otherwise be,
but I would definitely not have had
the independent journey of the last
few years. For any current students:
enormous good luck in your exams;
follow your own paths and make them
achievable!

We invite Alumni updates for a
dedicated page in forthcoming
issues of Futurum. We would
love to hear from former staff
and students regarding births,
marriages, and any other
momentous events.
Please forward your news to
futurum@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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