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From the Principal
Another year is
almost at a close.
It’s time to reflect
on what has been
throughout a
busy year.
How have you developed your learning?
What new skills have you acquired? What
new worlds have you begun to explore?
Which co-curricular activities have enriched
your life this year? Each new edition of
Futurum captures a range of snapshots into
the life of the School, and this one is no
different. There are staff reflections, student
reflections, alumni reflections, stories about
academic, cultural, sporting and faith
aspects of the School. All in all, another
stellar reminder of why St Paul’s is rightly
considered a leading school.
On behalf of all our contributors, I trust you
take time to enjoy your journey through this
edition; it’s well worth the effort.

Editor’s comment
Learning and experience each play a major role
in shaping who we are.
What we learn and how we learn
during our school years, is integral to
our subsequent experiences and the
ways in which we grow.
In the world of work, your ‘learning’
and ‘experience’ are assessed
separately, to determine suitability
for a given role; yet life is punctuated
with ‘learning experiences’. They
give us insight, even in the face of
defeat; transforming challenging
circumstances into knowledge from
which we evolve.
In this edition of Futurum, we
celebrate some of the people, events
and learning experiences of 2014 at

St Paul’s Grammar School. It is proud
testament to a curriculum of both
structure and freedom, from which
students explore their world, as well
as a strong co-curricular culture,
supported by passionate educators
and a spirited school community.
The following pages reflect learning
experiences steeped in our School’s
foundational Christian ethos. From
Science and musical theatre in
the Junior School, to IB and HSC
candidate profiles, our students
display courage and enthusiasm.
We catch up with three alumni who
have taken on learning experiences

in distinctive ways; the Properties
Team takes us on a tour of the
beautiful learning environment we
share. We farewell some of our most
distinguished educators and warmly
welcome new members of Staff to
our community. Teachers share their
insights, from Curriculum to Careers
– as well as some learning experiences
of their own.
Our proud School culture has thrived
in 2014. May we continue to immerse
ourselves in learning and experience,
and celebrate the fusion of the two in
2015, towards the continuing growth
of our students and our community.
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SUMMER 2015

at a glance...

PROPERTIES

240,000m2
size of property

600
tons

262.08733624
metres per student, on campus

120

of soil
top-dressed
the Sports field
in autumn 2014

irrigate the Sports Field

683.5mm 98
Cranebrook average 2014
rainfall to November

7

hectares of lawn

sprinkler
heads

67

number of
 classrooms
split system air conditioners
across the school

427

(approx)

Trees older than 10 years

my.stpauls Roll Out
This year has seen the introduction of my.stpauls as our learning
management system (LMS) and intranet portal for staff and students.
However, my.stpauls represents significantly more than this: it
encompasses many of the technology services that St Paul’s offers,
delivering a “positive, rigorous and contemporary” learning environment
for our students. Centralising those services allows us not only to deliver
a comprehensive teaching and learning network to staff and students,
but also to aggregate and deliver more timely, relevant information about
students’ learning to their parents and carers. We have recently begun
beta testing for parent access, and will be continuously improving the
service as we work towards full implementation in 2015.
Justin Warner
Director of Information Services
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Valedictory: MR CAMERON NUNN
Mr Nunn leaves St Paul’s
at the end of this year to
take up the principalship of
Nepean Christian School.
He has been on staff for over 15 years
and during that time has been a wellloved teacher, head of faculty, Cultural
Tour leader, Creative Camp contributor
and, more recently, Director of Learning
Services.

He started his teaching career at
Christian Community High School where
he soon garnered a reputation for being
a dynamic, engaging and passionate
English and History teacher. It was clear
early on that these attributes would result
in leadership opportunities. Before long,
he was appointed as Head of English at
William Carey Christian School and then
to the same role at St Paul’s. His interest
in curriculum, timetabling and student
assessment saw him work with former
Deputy Principal, Mrs Holland, before
he took on the new role of Director of
Learning Services in 2011.
Beyond St Paul’s, Mr Nunn has made
widespread contribution to education
more broadly. He has been an examiner
for the HSC, a contributor to review
panels for the IB, published a number
of educational texts and an adolescent
novel, and presented numerous
educational papers. In 2010, Mr Nunn
was a recipient of the Premier’s Westfield
History Scholarship, a prize which

saw him head to the UK to undertake
research on early Australian convict
children. This is related to his current
doctoral studies, and in pursuing these
Mr Nunn embodies the concept of
a continual learner.
Mr Nunn has often commented that
St Paul’s excels at working out some
practical implications of Christian faith,
especially in the way we understand
knowledge and learning. Now, as he
prepares to take on the responsibility of
principalship, he is living the experience
of 2 Timothy 2:2. In this verse, St Paul
encourages his young charge, Timothy,
to take what he has learned and pass
it on to others. Since being at St Paul’s,
Mr Nunn has both learned from
this extraordinary community and
contributed to its ongoing quality.
He takes from St Paul’s much that
should be replicated, to the benefit
of even more students.
Thank you, Mr Nunn, for the rich
contribution you have made to St Paul’s.

WELCOME: MR IAN BROOKER
Head of Junior School
Mr Brooker remembers a
simple image, from a school
at which he once taught, of
kids playing amid autumn
leaves: “Kids being kids”.
It is very much a reflection of his
approach to learning experiences,
particularly in primary school. “There is
something unique about primary school:
while there is a huge amount of planning
behind the delivery of the curriculum,
the actual teaching and learning is
a very simple, natural thing.”
The innocence of being lost in a moment
of play or revelation characterises
the immediacy of childhood learning
experiences; Ian identifies these as
unique to primary-years education.
“I am very conscious that the increased
expectation on educational outcomes
can result in a focus on more rigid,
assessment-driven learning. Whereas
I think it’s those ‘a-ha!’ moments that
occur – when kids are totally engaged

by what they are doing – that’s where
significant learning is taking place.”
As Head of St Paul’s Junior School,
appointed late in 2013, Mr Brooker
makes a clear distinction – between the
formality of a leadership role and the act
of leading. He is adamant that, while the
role necessarily involves ceremony and
professional presentation, these are only
part of his place in the Junior School
team. “Leadership in the school context
is about the relationships you build with
the people in your community. When
you bring an authentic sense of self to a
team situation, this is the best place from
which to engage the skills and strengths
of other people.”
Ian is also St Paul’s RFS Cadet
Coordinator. Learning how to remain
calm under pressure and function as
part of a team, the cadets develop
a solid sense of self-awareness and
camaraderie. This year the cadets
have done very well at the RFS State
Championships on the South Coast
this year, including a first place.

Whilst 2014 was about building rapport
with St Paul’s students, staff and families,
Ian sees 2015 as the year of team
building. “The goal is for our kids to
transition to high school as competent,
confident learners. When you are blessed
with the learning culture we have at
St Paul’s, and you are working with
a strong, talented team that is focused
on the realisation of this goal – then you
can achieve anything.”
SPGS welcomes Ian Brooker to the role
of Head of Junior School and warmly
anticipates his activity in 2015.

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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OVATIONS 2014
Ovations is the showcase
of dramatics at St Paul’s,
and 2014 was the first
year it functioned as both
co-curricular and curricular
drama across the School,
incorporating students
from Year 3 to Year 12.

The key point of success, in this
extraordinary event, is the cooperation
of students working together as an
ensemble, to produce a show that is
original and cohesive.
Ovations presents as a series of
short pieces, created by St Paul’s
drama tutors, with students working
in year groups (3–6, 7–8, 9–11, 12).
The subsequent range of experience
culminates in productions that are
distinctive and diverse. There is the
additional dimension of older students
engaging younger students and
supporting them as well as each other,
creating a more enriched experience,
both on and offstage.
Ovations coordinator, Mrs Jacqueline
Tuting, attributes the success of the
event to the St Paul’s co-curricular
culture; by which staff members
become involved in a School initiative
and give part of their time towards that.
Particularly in the case of Ovations, the
flourishing Arts and performance culture
of the school provides a context for
engagement that also showcases the
heart of St Paul’s – our community spirit.

4

FUTURUM SUMMER 2015

“These are the kind of transformative
events that, for some students, make
school particularly wonderful and
memorable,” say Mrs Tuting. “The
importance of this event is partly that
it gives the students the chance to
perform – without which it’s pretty
hard to do drama. It also is giving
them industry experience: the rehearsal
process, costuming and make-up,
the bump-in and -out. It’s really a very
complete exposure to ensemble work,
in a professional theatre context at the
Joan – and that’s what we want our
students to gain from the experience.
It’s also a lot of fun.”
Mrs Tuting’s role included directing
her own class performances, managing
administration of the event and as
well as technical direction for the
performance from the Lighting desk.
The show was stage managed by Mrs
Sarah Gunawan; bump-in and -out was
a concerted effort by VAPA tutors and
staff, some of the older students and
St Paul’s Properties staff. Costumes and
props came from the ever-growing SPGS
Costume collection and students helped
each other with make-up backstage.

“A highlight for me was
tutor Ian Thomas’ piece,
which involved a very
physical, movement-based
staging. It was about
how we have and haven’t
evolved; it made a link
between cave men and
politicians and used the
ubiquitous idea of the
“selfie” to really clever
dramatic effect.”
Mrs Tuting
Producer, Ovations

“Ovations was a spectacular
night, demonstrating
various show pieces from
the talented students we
have at our school. I loved
working with my group and
director Kara Cummins; we
worked very hard for the
piece and performing it
before the great crowd was
tremendously satisfying
for all of us. The show
couldn’t have happened
without all the hard work
put in by the students,
teachers, supervisors and
people helping out behind
the scenes. Next year’s
Ovations will have big
shoes to fill.”

“Ovations 2014 was a fantastic celebration
of Drama at St Paul’s. It was wonderful
to see Junior Theatrics participate with
an interactive range of games and to see
Year 12 co-curricular ‘Crossfade’ perform
for the final time. Each performance
highlighted the gifts and talents across
the school in praise of the Creative Arts.”
Mrs Gunawan, Stage Manager, Ovations

Kamin Gock, Performer, Ovations
ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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St Paul’s Rural Fire
Service Cadets at the
State Championships
The St Paul’s RFS Cadet Team competed in the Biannual State
Championships 2014 in Pambula on the South Coast in September.
They performed outstandingly, placing first in one of their events,
and effortlessly displaying the Christian ethos and values of the School.
The Team reports:
As one of twelve Junior teams, we
competed in eleven events which
were designed to test our teamwork,
communication, problem solving, firefighting skills and fitness. They each
proved a challenge, especially an event
named ‘Equipment Catastrophe’ – of
which the name is quite self-explanatory.
The event was full of equipment failures
as well as totally foreign equipment,
placing intense pressure on our skills
and problem solving abilities and testing
our reactions to the kind of pressure
normally seen on a fire-ground.
Another major element of the event was
leadership. Leadership is a fundamental
part of any fire-fighting crew, which
ensures safety on the fire-ground and
a quick, effective and efficient solution
to any problem that arises in the RFS.
Leadership is also a fundamental part
of many other endeavours and career
paths throughout life, making it a great
life skill to acquire.
As a team we worked well together,
forming a cohesive bond to get through
the events. We acknowledged our
individual strengths and weaknesses,
each of us cooperating with each other
to try and deal with whatever was in
front of us: after all there is no ‘I’ in
‘team’. We gained essential and muchneeded experience throughout the
Championships, which aids us for future
competitions and enables the support
of other Cadets.
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Junior Cadet Team at training

The team had an informative, enjoyable
and incredible weekend where we all
got to know each other a bit more and
received a chance to hone and develop
essential fire-fighting and life skills.
We especially thank Mr Brooker and
Mrs Keogh for leading and managing
the team, giving us the opportunity to
compete. They took time and energy out
of their own busy lives to help and guide
us – an instrumental part of the success
of the team.
St Paul’s Cadet Championship Team
Katie Biddell, Charlie Lawson, Sam
Keogh, Ben Jagger, Adrian Colussi and
Matthew Thomas

Leadership is a
fundamental part of
any fire-fighting crew,
which ensures safety
on the fire-ground
and a quick, effective
and efficient solution
to any problem that
arises in the RFS.

Year 11 Geography

LEARNING Excursions

HSIE FIELDWORK ACROSS THE HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Fieldwork is an essential part
of the Geography curriculum,
whereby students are able
to apply their theoretical
knowledge of geographical
processes and systems to
actual locations.
Fieldwork is a mandatory part of the
syllabus; all students are required to
undertake it as a part of their studies
in geography. The skills that are gained
from fieldtrips form an invaluable part
of applied learning.
Starting in Year 7, students investigate
a variety of ‘global environments’ – from
deserts to mountains to rainforests
– in class. Then they are then taken
on a fieldwork trip to Katoomba, where
they investigate the Warm Temperate
Rainforest that thrives below Scenic
world. The primary data collected
by students during this field work
synthesizes their classwork, developing
an understanding of World Heritage
sites, mountain environments and
temperate rainforests.
In Year 8, students move on to the more
conceptual study of ‘global geographical
issues’ where the focus is particularly
on threatened habitats and tourism.
A fieldtrip excursion to Darling Harbour
and the Sydney Aquarium brings
together the tourism that is at the

heart of the CBD, opening opportunities
for discussion on development and
sustainability, as well as aspects of
threatened aquatic habitats.
The focus moves to Australian
communities, in Stage 5 Geography.
Year 9 students head into Sydney to look
at the changing nature of Pyrmont. The
rich history of Pyrmont, as a community
that has undergone physical, social
and economic change, is a case study
that brings the focal topic ‘Changing
Australian Communities’ into clear view.
This fieldtrip excursion is led by teachers
and members of the community who
have lived through the various changes
undergone by this inner city community,
bringing a raw and personal flavor to
the fieldwork. It espouses both the
physical and human elements of
urban geography.

Year 9 in Pyrmont

The final geography fieldwork trip
for the MYP is much more physical in
nature, with a voyage to Kiama as part
of a study on Coastal management.
This continues the focus on issues that
are particularly pertinent to Australia’s
distinctive geography. Students observe
the environmental processes that occur
along Australia’s coastline, and attempt
to map and make sense of the various
management strategies that have been
implemented over time, to the present.
Students are required to apply their
theories and observations in class, where
they then work to propose alternative
actions that promote sustainability,
social justice and equity.
Miss Betty Hu
Hsie Teacher

Year 8 at Darling Harbour

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

7

Student Profile

CHRIS
CHEETHAM
Chris is a Year 11 student who
knows that Year 12 has just
begun: “Everything counts
from here on in, basically,”
he states, levelly. Blessed with
considerable skill and artistry
– as well as an evolved sense
of what to do with it – his is an
enviable position, even as he
stares down the HSC.
Chris takes pictures and makes films.
He is super-keen on photography and
film – “I can’t draw, though”. He carries
his Canon EOS 650D at all times,
“just in case something is happening”.
Many of the images used in St Paul’s
films and promotional materials are
Chris’ work. He photographs events
and he photographs creatively,
maintaining a flickr website of his work
and generously sharing his images with
the school and on these pages.
He is also into computers; he studies
Design and Tech and his idea of a fun
night in is hanging out with his friends,
hooked up to a central computer and
playing games.
Chris is studying Physics, Advanced
English, Maths, SOR and a V.E.T. course
in Information Technology.

Chris and his dog Myka

with photoshop a bit more, playing with
light or whatever.”

Will you go to university, do you think?
“I do have my own way of doing things,
which I have worked out from trial and
error and experimentation. However
my way is not the way people in the
cinematographic world might do it.
So, yeah – I’ll need to get my degree,
acquire some industry skills so that I can
understand the way they do things.”
And then go back to doing things your
way? “Pretty much.”

And so, with all of these images – just
because someone takes a picture and
posts it, and someone else sees it and
likes it, does that make it art?
“I think it’s the story behind the image
that makes it art”.

Do you use photoshop?

So, where do computers and art
overlap, do you think?

Chris’ parents are completely supportive
of their son’s chosen milieu. “My dad
drives me everywhere I need to be,
literally.” The family lives in Penrith
and Chris’ dog, Myka, doubles as a life
model in some of his images. He has
been photographing Myka since she
was a puppy, capturing expression
and documenting the changes in her
as she grows.

“When I’m taking pictures at an event
and it might not all fit in the frame,
I might take two and then stitch it
together. Artistically, I might work

“Well, with social media…There are just
so many images out there, and they get
put up the second someone has seen
something.”

He has enjoyed classes with Physics
teacher David Blanch: “He keeps an eye
out for the fun side to the subject,” and
tutor group, with Mr Peters: “I like the

“Basically, I want to do something in
Cinematography, editing, visual effects…
But if I have to get more experience
I have thought of doing wedding
photography or something like that.
It would be good practice at least.”
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Bee

Beach Fire

Formation

Opportunity

way he engages the tutor group, even
though it’s really early, and people don’t
always want to be there. He does his
best, he reads out stories and does the
daily trivia. Basically he just really tries
to involve everyone and I enjoy that.”
He adds, “I also have Mr Paterson to
thank for a lot of my knowledge about
cameras and photography techniques.”
Chris is studying for the HSC, “although
I was really disappointed that there was
no film course,” and not the IB, “because
basically it was not shaped around what
I am good at…I struggle at exams.”

And what have you got planned after
the HSC?
“I’m planning to head off on a road trip
with my friends.”
Twig

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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TAS Cars

TAS STUDENTS
EMBRACE 21ST CENTURY
TECHNOLOGIES
Over the past 18 months,
St Paul’s has made new
investments in securing
sophisticated technology for
the TAS faculty. In 2013, we
purchased a laser cutting
machine and more recently
a vacuum forming machine
and a 3D printer.

These new additions are now being
utilized across the wide variety of classes
we teach. In Year 7 we are introducing
the students to laser cutting. They are
learning how to create graphic files that
will be used on the laser, and will then
incorporate this into a timber project.
The laser cutting machine is able to cut
materials such as timber, acrylic, fabric
and paper with extreme accuracy; it is
a professional tool allowing students
to achieve a professional finish.
Industry applications for the precision of
a large laser cutter include constructing

kitchen cabinets: it can cut MDF board
in minutes which then fits together like
a puzzle. St Paul’s has acquired a smaller
machine with a bed of 600 x 300; this
cutting size could be used, for example,
in sign writing.
The students have reveled in the
opportunity to work with the machine.
Year 7 TAS made trays and then used
the laser to etch a design, resulting
in a superior finish.
The vacuum former we have acquired
is an industrial machine that we are
introducing into an educational purpose.
Used widely in plastics, many products
that we use are formed through a
vacuum process; for example, in
dentistry, in making of molds for
dentures and caps.
Year 8 are using the vacuum former
to mold a chassis for their car project.
This unit of work has been a part of
the teaching and learning in TAS for a
number of years, however we can now

10 FUTURUM SUMMER 2015

3D printer

Year 8 Car Race

approach it more efficiently, using the
vacuum former. They start by making
a mold out of modelling foam and then
vacuum forming this so that we have
a thin plastic shell that becomes the
top for their car. In the creation of their
miniature car, students work within
considerations of the design process:
based on individual research, they
choose whether they design for speed
or aesthetics. We race the cars, at the
end of the process and students then
have to evaluate the results.
By introducing the molding process we
are exposing students to some of the
industrial processes that are an integral
part of design today. Having introduced
these technologies, we are encouraging
students to consider ways in which
they might be able to use them in the
future. Some Year 8 students realised
that the laser cutter would cut fabric so
they created a graphic file to cut out
their textile project as well. We find
it exciting to see students so quickly

comprehending the possibilities the new
equipment offers; the resulting learning
experience is a great testament to the
quality and excellence of the resources
we have at St Paul’s.
With the introduction of a 3D printer we
will be seeking to grow the engagement
students have with CAD drawing.
The 3D printer is a great new piece
of technology, with limitless, potential
applications. For example, an ability to
produce prototypes quickly and simply
will impact directly in reducing the cost
of repairing machines. If a small working
part breaks – on a computer or a printer
– you will 3D print a replacement from a
file on the manufacturer’s website. In the
not too distant future every home will
have one, to print spare parts.
The 3D printer works in plastic material
that are bought in a roll, heated within
the machine and printed in ‘xyz’ or 3D.
This will be useful at SPGS for senior
students making prototypes for major

projects. It will also improve engagement
with CAD, or Computer Aided Design,
in that the use of the machine will require
students to have designed the object
themselves using CAD-specific software.
We will be setting up a standard that
students are only able to print from
files that they have created themselves.
A working knowledge of CAD will be
integral to students, working toward
a future in areas such as architecture,
industrial design and engineering.
As a final thought: medical researchers
are working toward 3D printing that
utilises live material!
Whilst this currently sits somewhat
outside the TAS portfolio, the new
technology definitely enhances our
students’ classroom engagement
and allows us to construct a learning
experience that is far more closely
aligned with professional practice.
Mrs McLean
Head of TAS Faculty
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
MUSICAL 2014
The St Paul’s Junior School musical this
year was ‘Disney’s The Jungle Book Kids’ –
a huge undertaking. Director and teacher
Mrs Bonazza shares her view from behindthe-scenes, as well as insight into how the
show complements Junior School learning
experiences and curriculum.

has also increased their English development. They have
gained confidence and it has given them the opportunity to
be courageous. They have been able to work as part of a team,
whether as part of back stage crew or in a dance ensemble.
The students have also demonstrated responsibility, having
to turn up to rehearsals, learn lines and new songs. Being an
IB World School, many of the Learner Profile attributes such
as Caring, Risk Taker, Knowledgeable and Inquirer were also
evident, as well as some of the Attitudes such as Creative!

A musical in The Junior School is something that occurs every
two years. There seems to be a buzz of excitement in the
community with questions such as, “Which musical are
we doing this year?”

The success of the show is reflected in the community
involvement and enjoyment, the opportunity to share
God-given talents with one another, and in what I call the
‘after effect’. This effect is the great, positive feeling within
our school community that endures; people are still talking
about the production; students are still singing the songs and
smiles beam from faces when The Jungle Book is mentioned.
In a society where often the emphasis is placed on academic
success, it was wonderful to see the Arts so resoundingly
celebrated.

Many of the students say that being part of a musical is
a life-changing experience and although there are months
of rehearsals – twice per week – the students accepted the
challenge and thrived.
Musical Director Mrs Mansley and I worked closely together
at all rehearsals: firstly the students learnt the songs, then the
individual character lines and finally we put it all together when
we ‘blocked’ the show. This meant harmoniously combining the
set design, movement and characters’ ‘presence’ on stage –
and ensuring that their voices could be heard clearly and with
enough gusto!
I also believe that the number of people who were involved
and willing to support such an undertaking is testament to
those working not only in our Junior School but also our Senior
School. Mrs Wagenfeller, our Producer, had significant input
into the success of The Jungle Book.
The Musical has developed participating students’ abilities in
the areas of Drama, Dance and Music. New vocabulary
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STAFF DEPARTURE:

VALE Daniel WEATHERHEAD

St Paul’s long association with alumnus,
teacher and Director of Community
Engagement, Mr Weatherhead,
concludes in 2014.
Mr Weatherhead, Director of
Community Engagement, ended
his employment at St Paul’s at the
beginning of Term 3, 2014. Most
families will remember Mr Weatherhead
from their first tour of the School, as a
prospective parent; his time at St Paul’s
actually stretches back further to 1993,
as a student in Year 8, having moved
to NSW from Victoria.
At school, Mr Weatherhead excelled
in the Arts, studying 2 and 3 unit Visual
Arts and Drama in the 1997 Higher
School Certificate. From High School,
he went on to study Design, graduating
with Bachelor of Arts, Design with
Honours. Upon graduation, he was
appointed as a Visual Arts teacher at
St Paul’s in 2002, bringing his immense
expertise in digital and lens-based arts.
Images taken of the School, below,
reflect a tiny sample of his work, which
were to feature extensively throughout
school publications. During his first two
years of teaching, Mr Weatherhead went
on to complete his Graduate Diploma
of Education, and quickly established
himself as an exceptional teacher who
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enjoyed a strong rapport with peers
and students alike.
While Dr Collier had recognised the
value of Mr Weatherhead’s design
experience and charged him with
the responsibility of giving St Paul’s a
cohesive corporate image, Mr Kidson
had a much broader role for him,
promoting him to the position of
Director of Community Engagement.
During this time, Mr Weatherhead
was responsible for many innovations,
including the redevelopment of the
School website and the electronic
learning platform my.stpauls,
establishing an overhaul of the School
branding – including a redesign of the
School uniform to the current, refined
‘Blue and Green Threads’ – and
launching the School into the social
media stratosphere.
All of the innovations Mr Weatherhead
instigated have created positive changes
to the culture of the School he leaves
behind; his refinements have advanced
the working and learning environment
of St Paul’s, for the better, for good.
His many positive associations amongst
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colleagues and students lament the end
of an era, at his departure.
In 2014, Mr Weatherhead and his family
have made the sea-change to Byron Bay,
where Daniel has taken up a corporate
marketing position. In this role he is able
to work in part from home: drinking
good coffee and spending precious
time with his young family. St Paul’s
celebrates his legacy, utilizing the fruits
of his efforts every day and building on
his visions. We wish him every happiness
and future success.
Mr Jayson Paterson
Head of VAPA

LEARNING IN CHRIST
Rosemarie Moore, our Captain of Christian Fellowship
2014-15, shares her reflections on learning through the shared
experience of interdenominational Christian culture at St Paul’s.
“And whatever you do, whether in word
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”
Colossians 3:17 (NIV)
I have this particular verse stuck up
on a wall by my desk where I do all my
study for school. It is a major source
of motivation for me, because it reminds
me that everything I do should be for
God and the grace he has given me.
And this changes how you see and
do everything– from what you have for
breakfast to which courses you consider
for university. It’s a really wonderful
and encouraging feeling, knowing that
everything you do is for a God that loves
and cares for you more than anyone
else could.
A great part of being at St Paul’s is that
it also has this mindset. The School’s

purpose is to grow future generations
in Christ through their schooling – as
expressed in the school motto: ‘In
Christo Futurum’. We have Christian
Fellowship, Bible studies, Christian
camps, prayer at every assembly, chapel,
and let us not forget Ms Goderie’s maths
prayer before every maths lesson.
In the same way that Colossians 3:17
inspires me, the Christian ethos at
St Paul’s has a fantastic, positive impact
on the efforts, enthusiasm and caring
nature of the staff, and the learning
experience that results from this.
This is clear from the amazing IB and
HSC results every year. The Christian
opportunities and culture at St Paul’s
not only help provide great success
academically, but are also a gift that
everyone in our community shares, and
the gift of Jesus is one that can shape
your life much more than an ATAR could.
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I am so grateful for the Christian learning
experience given to me at St Paul’s,
because not only can I see its effect
academically, but it has also given
me treasured opportunities to grow
in a relationship with Christ as well.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME

International Student Profile
Xinran (Charles) Qian is
an international student at
St Paul’s living in Homestay
with the Burns Family.

Originally from Suzhou, near Shanghai,
Charles is 16 and has lived in Australia
for 1½ years; he finishes school in
November 2015. His parents chose
Australia for their son’s international
experience from a number of options.

Observing extreme tiredness and
fearing burnout in their son, Charles
says his parents hoped an experience
in another country might do him good
and refresh his perspective.

friendly here. Also, in Australia, I am
allowed to follow my interests which
I think makes it easier to learn and to
do well. Otherwise, I am not sure how
knowledge would be useful.

Identifying some of the differences
between his learning experiences,
Charles says, “In Australia, there is a big
difference in the amount of work we do
at school, and also the kind of subjects.
At my old school, we did some of the
same subjects – but not Film and not
Economics. Economics is considered
a subject you would do at Uni, in
China. The focus there is on languages
and science; the languages would be
Chinese and English – which is the
same as what I study here.”

Also in China, you can’t use technology
at school. So, at St Paul’s we all have
a laptop or can bring your own device;
but in China phones are technically
forbidden at school. Kids still secretly
bring them though.”

The learning experience at St Paul’s
suits him better, as his parents had
hoped: “Teachers in China are a lot
harder – the number of students makes
a big difference, there is so much more
competition. Teachers are much more

Charles wants to pursue a career in
‘financial engineering’– using maths
skills in conjunction with the trending
of stock markets. His favourite subject
is Maths. Where he lives will depend
on his IB: “If I get over 40 I would like
to try to go and study in the US; or else
I’d like to settle in Australia. Cities are
all the same, but the environment here
is much better, especially the air. There
are no blue skies in China – maybe only
once every two months.”
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OUT OF THIS WORLD
St Paul’s Alumnus Jordan Collier (2007) is a PhD Student in Astronomy at the University
of Western Sydney / CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science (CASS). He shares his learning
experiences – from St Paul’s to his choice of career – and the role of faith his journey,
with VAPA Teacher Mrs Gribble.
What is your main area of study?
Astronomy. More specifically I do radio
astronomy and study galaxy evolution.
I’m interested in understanding the
way that active galaxies, containing
supermassive black holes, evolve when
they’re young.

When and how did you first become
interested in astronomy?
When I was young. My father read
astronomy books to me, which I
always found very interesting. He was
particularly interested in Mars and the
planets of the solar system. Finding
out the way that things work and the
sheer size of the universe fascinated
me and made me think that there must
be so much out there to discover and
understand. When I was at St Paul’s,
my father took me to some cool
observatories/telescopes – such as
Parkes, the Australian Astronomical
Telescope in Coonabarabran, and
Tidbinbilla in Canberra. I also did
Astronomy as an elective in Physics
during the HSC. I was also given a pair
of binoculars and a map of the night
sky for a birthday during high school,
which I used to find all of the treasures
in the night sky, without the aid of an
automated telescope that finds all of
them for you.

How did school help you to
consolidate your career path?
I chose to do the HSC for Year 11–12.
I also decided to do Physics, which was
very interesting. The Astronomy part was
even more interesting. I did Physics via
correspondence, so I had to motivate
myself and find my own engagement
with the subjects. By the end of school,
I had a great passion for both music
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(I play the drums) and astronomy. These
were my top preferences for what to do,
during my first year out of school. It was
incredibly difficult to decide which career
path to pursue. I got a UAI of 75.75,
which was EXACTLY the cutoff mark for
getting into the Astronomy degree I
had put as a preference. I remember the
night before I had to make a decision.
I had read every bit of information there
was to both courses, and my mind was
no more clear. I remember praying about
it and then out of nowhere having a
strong sense of wanting to do astronomy.
I couldn’t have justified why I felt that
way, but I definitely did. I really feel like
God placed it on my heart to do that.
I guess He decided for me, since I was
taking too long to decide for myself!
So the next day I enrolled in astronomy
and I’ve never looked back!

What did you study for your
undergraduate degree? How did you
find it?
I studied a Bachelor of Science
(Astronomy & Astrophysics) at Macquarie
University. I found it very interesting – but
also quite difficult at times.

Where did you go from there?
I went straight to the University of
Western Sydney (UWS) to do my honours
degree. This had not been my original
plan. Since I found my undergraduate
studies a bit hard, I was keen to get
out of uni as quickly as possible and
into a job. I had been hunting for some
time, without luck. I arranged a meeting
with Adjunct Professor Frank Stootman
(former director of the Australian Search
for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence – SETI).
I wanted to discuss what job opportunities
I had and how to integrate my faith and

interest in astronomy. He was unable
to make it at the last minute, and I
met instead with Associate Professor
Miroslav Filipovic. I had been warned
about Miroslav and how he would try
to convince me to do honours; I had
already decided that I wouldn’t have
a bar of it. So when I first spoke to
Miroslav, I told him very firmly, “I’m not
interested in honours.” I then went on
to explain what I had done during my
undergraduate studies, and what jobs
I’d be interested in. Miroslav responded
with “OK – we talk about that later. First,
honours.” And then in a few minutes he
had me hooked! The great thing he did
was give me a taste of what research is
actually like by picturing it for me, how
my time would be employed and what
I would actually be studying. During
my Honours programme, I studied
Supernova Remnants, the leftover stuff
from exploded stars. I loved Honours so
much that I enrolled into a PhD degree
the very next year.

Rumour has it that you have made
a discovery. Tell us about it.
I work with a team, so the discoveries
are not just “mine”. The first thing we’ve
found is a new and rare type of object
originating from the early universe. We
found a population of over 1300 of the
brightest ones, and directly measured
their distance for the first time, which
revealed that they are 10-12 billion light
years away.
The second thing is we’ve discovered
that thousands of mysterious objects
are in fact distant galaxies containing
supermassive black holes that originate
from near the edge of the observable
universe.

Ever since we’ve known that the
universe is populated with billions
of other galaxies, we’ve wanted to know:
(1) where did they come from? and (2)
how have they changed over time? In
other words, where do we come from?
What is our place in the universe? What
is our cosmic history? The best way to
answer these questions is to study the
most distant galaxies, where the light
has taken so long to reach us that we’re
actually looking back in time, to when
the universe was young, and stars and
galaxies were being born.
In 2006, a team of astronomers from
CSIRO were studying distant galaxies
using one of Australia’s radio telescopes.
During this time, a new and mysterious
type of object was discovered. These
objects were very bright in radio
telescopes but invisible in very sensitive
observations from one of NASA’s infrared
space telescopes, which was very
unexpected at the time. Some thought
these objects may be stars, others that
they might be galaxies, and others that
they weren’t even real objects at all, but
that it was just a mistake with the data.
The problem was that they were invisible
in the optical light that we’re used to
seeing with our eyes, so no one knew
exactly what they were, and no one was
able to measure how far away they were.
In 2013, we discovered that these objects
originate from the early universe. We
found more than 1300 much brighter
ones that we could see for the very
first time with infrared telescopes.
What we saw were distant galaxies
containing supermassive black holes in
their centres. And because these ones
weren’t invisible, we were able to directly
measure their distance, which revealed
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that they are between 10-12 billion
light years away (more than one hundred
billion trillion km). We conclude that
these objects represent a new population
of distant galaxies, and the evidence
suggests that the invisible ones extend
out to the very edge of the observable
universe.
We are currently planning how we can
use the latest generation of telescopes
to find out whether the invisible versions
of these objects really do exist from when
the universe was extremely young. If it
turns out that we’re correct, this will have
a profound impact on our understanding
of how galaxies have formed and evolved
across cosmic time, telling us more about
what our cosmic history is and where
we’ve come from.
The paper (which is pretty hard to read)
can be found here: http://adsabs.
harvard.edu/abs/2014MNRAS.439..545C

As a Christian, how do your studies
and faith integrate?
My faith is involved in everything that
I do in my studies. All the things I see in
space or read about give me a massive
sense of awe in God. I see astronomy
as studying God’s creativity and majesty.
While some people have problems
integrating science and faith, where
they see the two as mutually exclusive,

I have no such problem. I see God’s
hand in everything around us, not only in
creating all that we see via the processes
that we study in science, but also in
maintaining and upholding it, which
we sometimes also get a glimpse of in
science. In fact, the program run at UWS
observatory, called “CrossCulture: where
faith & science meet” exists for this very
purpose – to grapple with these kinds
of issues.

Where do you see yourself headed in
the future?
I’m not 100% sure at the moment. I really
enjoy research, so I’d like to continue
doing that if I can, which would probably
mean that I’d progress to post-doctoral
research, which is similar to a PhD, but
more like a job. We may also be bringing
astronomy back to UWS in 2015, so I’d
really enjoy sticking around and helping
to teach some of the subjects. I wouldn’t
mind working at an observatory or
something similar (I already volunteer
at UWS observatory – http://www.
uws.edu.au/observatorypenrith/
uws_observatory_-_penrith_campus).
Whatever I do, I think I’d like it to relate
to astronomy and be something I can
integrate with my faith.
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LEARNING IN MOTION
THE SPORTS ACADEMY REPORT
At St Paul’s, we are privileged
to be able to offer a wide
variety of co-curricular
opportunities for students.
In 2014, we have had a great
year of Sport. Across the
School, we have had staff,
parents and students who
have been enthusiastic and
keen to be involved.
This year has seen teams from across the
School involved in Cricket, Basketball,
Football, Netball, Hockey, Tennis,
Triathlons, Equestrian, Rowing, Athletics,
Swimming & Cross Country, across
multiple associations. It’s exciting to see
the growing number of students taking
risks and showing their commitment
while attempting new sports.
This has been one of the most successful
seasons that we have had, including the
following results:
• Cricket: 3 of 4 teams made finals
• Basketball: 2 of 9 teams in semi-finals
• Football: 4 of 6 competition teams
qualified for finals with the 14’s boys
team winning their competition
• Netball: 2 of 3 teams qualifying
for finals
• Hockey: Our only team playing in an
opens competition just defeated in
the final
• Triathlon: the success of our triathletes
in their first season competing in
various events around Sydney
• Tennis: the competition dominance
of our 2 tennis teams both making the
finals and the Division 2 players going
through the season undefeated
 uccess of equestrians & rowers across
• S
various competitions
 ur numerous swimmers, cross country
• O
runners and athletes who continue
to excel.
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2014 Duffy Medal Winner James Newton, NSW All Schools, Carbine Cup

All this success culminated at the Duffy
Medal Awards night, with the following
major awards presented:
Duffy Medal: James Newton
(Excelling in cricket & football)
Pyne Medal: Benjamin Cullen
(For his service to Sport at St Paul’s)
 eam of the Year: ISA Tennis Division 2
T
(Undefeated team: Jordan Brown,
Brandon & Harrison Rodrigues &
Callista Vrzic)
The biggest influence on the growth of
sport over the last few years however,
has been the unity shown by the St Paul’s
community. Over the past year, we have
had over 60 staff, parents & ex-students
who have committed to the coaching,
managing and officiating of our teams.
Beyond this, our parents have been
proactive in assisting each other to help
make our sports program run smoothly
and successfully.
Thank you to all the staff, past students
and particularly our parents that make
our School a great community to be
a part of. Thank you for a great year
and we look forward to a great 2015
for our students towards their sporting
endeavours.

SPGS Junior A’s Basketball

SPGS ISA Boys’ First XI Football

SPGS ISA Open C Girls’ Hockey

NSW All Schools Cricket Team, Carbine Cup

SPGS ISA Division 2 Tennis

SPGS PJCA U14’s Blues Cricket

SPGS ISA Boys’ First XI Football

Violet Joukhadar, Open C Girls’ Hockey
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ST PAUL’S COMMUNITY
EDUCATION
‘In the Loop’ with Dr Arne Rubinstein
and Languages of Love with Megan Watson
Raising kids and maintaining
a family is a challenge
met by parents every day.
Throughout the different
stages of childhood, each
with their attendant joys
and challenges, parents
are balancing their kids’
needs with their own.

Unity between these differing worlds
can present an impossible paradox for
parents, when what everyone wants is to
develop strong relationships and happy,
healthy kids.
Parents at St Paul’s have the opportunity
to engage with events and resources
offered throughout the year; these are
specifically aimed at extending skills
and deepening understanding of current
parental challenges, towards a more
unified family life.
Dr Arne Rubinstein has over 30 years’
experience in working with teenagers
and their families. Facilitating workshops
in Australia and internationally, he
identifies an era of crisis in adolescence,
particularly with regard to boys, and
has published his response: bestselling
parenting book, The Making of Men.
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St Paul’s ‘In the Loop’ series of talks
was conceived to open up discussion
within our community, around topics
of immediacy, concern and interest.
Parents have attended and participated
enthusiastically, in a clear endorsement
of the need for these conversations.
The goal, stated in 2012, to ‘encourage,
develop and promote a culture of
informed choice-making in the St Paul’s
Community’ – has been realized and
superseded by the intrinsic merit of
opening up topical discussion within
our community.
Having read and enjoyed Dr Arne’s book,
Director of Planning and Organisation
Karen Keogh’s coup in securing Dr Arne
for the 2014 ‘In the Loop’ was followed
by record attendance at the event.

The idea of simple, old-fashioned values
that underlies Dr Arne’s book has the
dual advantage of providing accessible
solutions to a complex set of adolescent
challenges, in a multi-faceted and
technology-prone context. Dr Arne’s
research ranges widely, developing the
idea of ‘Rites of Passage’ that give our
growing kids a clearer message about
their unique and important place in
the world.
Parents in attendance at this event
engaged fully and openly with the
material. Dr Arne spoke charismatically
and at length. As former GP, he locates
himself primarily as a parent, as well as
being a health professional with broad
insight into some of the root causes
of adverse adolescent emotional and
behavioural manifestations.
The discussions opened up a raw sense
of worry and uncertainty – and hope: that
with care and loving guidance, adjusting
some of the ways in which opportunities
for connection are made and utilized,
we may accompany our young people
toward maturity with joy and optimism.

Learning the
Languages of Love
Assistant Chaplain Megan Watson
has offered the community education
course ‘The Five Languages of Love’
at St Paul’s this year. She discusses the
experiences shared by the many parents
who have participated.
When I started at SPGS I quickly
noticed parents’ strong commitment
to their children – and at the same time
heard them express their struggles to
sometimes engage or discipline their
children effectively. Having taught the
Love Languages courses in the past,
I decided to offer it here, knowing what
wonderful family-building skills it provides.
It has proved to be a very positive for all
participants. Parents and grandparents
have warmly responded, crediting the
usefulness and practical insights it
has given them as tools they can put
into practice immediately, in all their
relationships – not just with their children,
but in their marriages, extended families
and with friends.

Whilst it has been difficult to find a
perfect time slot to run parenting courses
at St Paul’s, I have found those who do
attend find it a safe place to pick up new
skills and, equally importantly, hear other
parent’s struggles and successes. This
helps reinforce that while parenting can
be difficult, it’s okay to source help and
try new things. We have follow-up coffee
get-togethers where parenting issues are
discussed, mulled over and friendships
forged. I feel any assistance that helps
parents to parent well is significant
beyond measure. We live in a society

where families are more fractured and
support from extended family members
is not always possible – consequently
the passing on of parenting skills from
older generations is less likely. There
are many resources available but these
can’t replace the value of face to face
conversations, shoulders to cry on,
honest and encouraging feedback,
and someone to brag to about our
beautiful offspring! The parenting and
community engagement courses that
we offer at St Paul’s help to provide
some of this space.

The author of the books on ‘The 5 Love Languages’ (there are books for adults,
singles, children, teenagers, couples, the workplace), psychologist Gary Chapman,
posited there are five different ways love can be expressed (that is, five ‘love
languages’). He discovered that when his clients expressed feeling unloved it was
usually because the ‘love language’ they most preferred wasn’t being used. He then
found if someone significant to that person flooded them with love in that specific
way their ‘love tank’ would be so full that many behavioural problems and negative
attitudes faded away.

Participants say:
“The knowledge gained from
the Love Languages course has
had a huge impact in my day
to day life. It has provided a
better understanding of why
we act and react the way we
do, and also how to nurture a
mutually positive experience
when interacting with others.”
“I now know my son needs
to ‘just be with me’ and not
always to ‘do something with
me’.”
“I liked most the personal
stories that are inspiring [and]
discussion among the group
members.”
“I thought the content of the
course was life changing in that
it really helps you understand
the people close to you and
how to make them feel loved.
Over the course of my life there
are some things I have learned
that have been life changing
and I feel that knowing the
five love languages is one
of those moments.”

“I can honestly say that what
you have taught us has opened
our eyes to a whole new world.
Not only has it already helped
with our children it has also
helped our marriage.”
“I have gained insight into
why my son reacts negatively
in certain situations and
this has helped in turning
these situations to a positive
outcome”
“I would like to thank you
for running such an amazing
course. …. I can honestly say
that what you have taught
us has opened our eyes to a
whole new world. Not only
has it already helped with our
children it has also helped our
marriage. The next day I ran
out & purchased all the 5 love
language books.”
“Sometimes we need someone
just to talk to and know you are
doing ok.”
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SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY IN
THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
Coordinator of Primary Years’ Programme, Mrs Day, illuminates
the ways in which science and technology are integrated into
the Junior School curriculum
Science is flourishing in the Junior School. As we continue to
implement and map the Australian Curriculum to the Primary
Years’ Programme, we find many opportunities to explore
and inquire into the many sub-strands of Science.
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With the help of our knowledgeable
Mrs Humble (Head of Science in the High
School) and other Science staff, we are
able to access High School resources
such as labs, equipment and high school
students to help our younger students
make hypotheses, investigate and make
conclusions based on scientific evidence.

Natural Environment – Science

The new Australian Curriculum divides
science into two main parts: the Natural
Environment, which are science-related
strands, and the Made Environment,
which are strands related to technology:

•  Material World

•  Physical World
•  Earth and Space
•  Living World
•  Material World
Made Environment – Technology
•  Built Environments
•  Information
•  Products

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
When inquiring into the Physical World,
students are learning the concepts of:
Year 1 – Forces
Year 2 – Light and Sound
Year 4 – Forces
Year 5 – Electricity
Year 5 – Heat Energy
When inquiring into Earth and Space,
students are learning the concepts of:
All grades – Human impacts on the Earth
Year 1 – Features of the Earth
Year 4 – Earth’s structure
Year 5 – Natural impacts on the Earth
Year 6 – Solar system
When inquiring into the Living World,
students are learning the concepts of:

Year 3 – Ecosystems, Environment
Year 6 – Adaptations that plants and
animals make, Environment
When inquiring into the Material World,
students are learning the concepts of:
Kindergarten – Properties of materials,
Uses of materials
Year 1 – Chemical changes,
Physical changes
Year 3 – Chemical changes,
Physical changes
Year 5 – Properties of materials,
Uses of materials

Year 2/3/5 – Factors influencing design
When inquiring into Information,
students are learning the concepts of:
All grades – Identify information
technologies
All grades – Purpose, design and use of
information technologies
All grades – Safe and ethical use of
information technologies
When inquiring into Products, students
are learning the concepts of:
Kindergarten – Use of products

All grades – Relationships

MADE ENVIRONMENT

Year 2/5/6 – Factors influencing
product design

Year Pre–K – Plants, animals,
micro-organisms

When inquiring into Built Environments,
students are learning the concepts of:

Year 3/4/5/6 – Processes and systems
used in production

Kindergarten – Plants, animals,
micro-organisms (Classification)

All grades – Sustainable design

Students continue to experience handson experiments, ask questions, explore
scientific concepts and become more
curious and knowledgeable as to why
things are the way they are.

Year 1 – Structural features and
requirements (Shelters)
Year 2 – Life cycles, Relationships

Year 1 – Purpose and use of built
environments
Year 2/4/5/6 – Interactions and systems in
built environments
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PROPERTIES REPORT
Mr Wortley, Assistant Facilities Manager, reports on recent news from the Properties Team:
growing and maintaining the beautiful working and learning environment we share at St Paul’s.
There have been many developments
and improvements made on the School
grounds in the past six months.
Caretaker Mr Matthew Barton has
finished revamping numerous gardens
near the Junior School ‘kiss and drop’
bay. Old plants were taken out, soil
improved and new plants put in. This
has followed the continuing theme of
Australian native plants, which suits our
location. In late August, Matthew heavily
pruned some of the ornamental grasses
planted out around the School and these
have come back really strongly.
How many sprinkler heads do you think
are needed to irrigate the Sports Field?
There are over 120 sprinkler heads on
the field that can operate automatically
using water from our irrigation dam.
The dam itself is aerated regularly, using
a powerful pump system that extracts
water and sprays it back out over the
dam, to prevent stagnation. Matthew
has been working hard to recondition
this system so the fields stay green
through the coming summer.
At the beginning of the year we put over
600 tons of soil on the field. That weighs
more than 220 four wheel drives! The soil
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has dramatically helped the fields stay in
reasonable condition this winter and will
help them become lush and green over
summer. As you walk around the School
you may notice dying weeds in the lawn
areas. In early spring the vast 7 hectares
of lawn areas around the School were
sprayed for weeds.
How many split system air conditioners
do you think are in the School? There
are over 67 split systems and 5 other
buildings with ducted systems. Since
the beginning of 2014 the School
has systematically replaced 10 of its
oldest split systems, vastly improving
operational efficiency. We hope you
enjoy the nice cool classrooms!
The Canteen was also recently given
an overhaul, including re-painting and
installation of new equipment such as
extractor fans, benches, shelving, a new
bain marie and sink. This improves the
facilities and brings them into line with
new 2014 WHS regulations.
In preparation for the fire season, there
has been extensive clearing of overgrowth, leaf-litter and gutters. Matthew
recently acquired his chainsaw license
and this has enabled us to efficiently

remove large, fallen limbs and prune
back dead wood. As well as these
measures, the alarms, pump system
and hoses are routinely checked and
monitored to ensure that they are in
working order. We are confident that
we are well-prepared and ready to go,
as we head into the warmer weather.

The irrigation dam undergoing aeration
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IB Student Profile

ANDREW
COULSHED
2014 IB Candidate and aspiring medical
student Andrew Coulshed takes our Q&A:
reflecting on his learning experiences at
St Paul’s and where he takes them from here.
1. Why the IB?
The IB appealed to me for a number
of reasons. As a British passport holder,
it is nice to be pursuing a credential
that is recognised overseas, especially
considering my interest in studying
abroad later in life. I also like the way the
IB encourages group work and helping
each other. Furthermore, the IB forces
students to pick from a wider variety
of subjects, such as languages, science
and humanities, providing a diverse base
of knowledge for further study.

2. What are you studying?
English A Literature HL, Geography
HL, Economics HL, Mathematics SL,
Chemistry SL and Chinese B SL,
along with the compulsory Theory
of Knowledge.

3. How do you go with the
assessment process? Does it suit you?
As with most students, the process was
pretty stressful, but like everyone else
I got through it in the end. It helped to
be able to do a drafting process with
most IB assessments, as it gave me an
opportunity to validate and improve
my work throughout the two years.
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4. How do the subjects you chose fit
with who you are or where you would
like to be?
I think one of the great things about
the IB program is that the subjects you
choose don’t necessarily reflect your
personality; we have to select from
a wide variety of subjects. As such,
whilst I naturally lean towards relatively
straightforward subjects such as
Economics and Science, through the
IB program I was forced to extend
myself with subjects such as Chinese
and English.

6. What did you want to be when you
grew up? What are you thinking now?
I never really had an exact career in mind
until about a year and a half ago, when
I decided to become a doctor – it was
a good compromise between Maths,
Chemistry and the Social Sciences.
My Extended Essay examined the
health outcomes of patients with a
low socioeconomic status in Sydney,
which is good grounding for the research
I will have to do if I get in to medicine
next year.

7. Outstanding learning experiences?
There have been so many over the
past couple of years, but one of my
favourites would have to be the beach
management investigation on the Gold
Coast for Geography – I assure you it
wasn’t a holiday, but fascinating and
rewarding nonetheless.

9. Are your parents keen on your
choice of career?
As they are doctors themselves, it would
be pretty worrying if they disapproved of
me doing medicine! Mum and Dad still
love their jobs after 30 years, and that
job satisfaction really appeals to me.
My brother Nick was also a big influence,
as he is doing medicine now at university,
and he’s loving it.

10. What are some of the significant
moments/memories you will take
away from St Paul’s?
It’s definitely been a journey, and
I couldn’t have done it without the
amazing support of my family, friends
and teachers. I think that the best thing
to come out of my time at St Paul’s is
the fantastic group of friends that I have
made – whilst the ATAR may not be
that relevant in a few years, my friends
definitely will be.

RASHMI SHINGDE
challenge me and also place me in
good stead with what I want to pursue
later in life. One of the best parts of IB
is learning a second language – I really
didn’t realise how valued a skill that was
until recently a friend of mine won an
internship to Singapore partly because
of her Chinese skills from high school.
I think it really opens lots of doors for you
and it was thrilling when I could finally
hold a conversation in French.

2014 IB Candidate and Duke of
Ed enthusiast Rashmi Shingde
shares insights into balancing
aspiration with gratitude, as
well as her Top 5 IB Survival
Tips.
1. Why the IB?
I thought the program overall suited me
best because I could choose a wide array
of subjects. Also, the school has a heap
of IB resources that I could tap into.

2. What are you studying?
My High Level subjects are Geography,
English and Chemistry and my standard
level ones are Economics, French and
Maths. I also finished my Extended Essay
in Chemistry.

3. How do you go with the
assessment process? Does it suit you?
The thing I’ve come to appreciate most
about IB is that it’s like a block you keep
chipping into over the two years. It’s
based around cumulative learning so
consistent effort is really what it’s about.
Because our assessments are mostly our
final exams in Year 12, you have the time
to really hone in on your weaknesses and
learn your material well. I also found that
I was well supported while completing
my Internal Assessments (IAs) because
of the draft feedback process.

4. How do the subjects you chose
fit with who you are and where you
would like to go?
I really wanted subjects that would

I would love to enter Health Sciences,
and health is so intrinsically linked to
wider aspects of life, that I felt I had
to choose Economics and Geography,
as well as Chemistry. What was most
exciting about these subjects was that it
opened my eyes to so much of the world
around me, and I’ve come to appreciate
how complex things in life are. A subject
that I found myself really enjoying was
Theory of Knowledge. If you take in what
it shows you, TOK can really shift the way
you view things – you become aware of
how and why you think the way you do,
and it can surprise you.

6. What did you want to be when
you grew up? What are you thinking
of now?
I would love to become a doctor!
My biggest passion is in the Sciences
but I’d like to explore beyond just the
laboratory: medicine lets me pursue my
passion in a people-oriented field. What
really clinched it for me was my Work
Experience in Nepean Hospital. It was
a great insight into the challenging and
fast-paced lives of the medical staff in
the Children’s Ward. I loved how, for
them, it was never about treating the
illness, it was about caring for another
human being.

7. Any outstanding learning
experiences?
Highlights would definitely include
Duke of Ed hikes. There’s something
surreal about being stuck in a forest,
with no phones and only your backpack
and your friends, just walking till the day
ends. And no feeling in the world trumps
the moment you finally reach the bus
waiting for you at the end of a long hike.

For me, I think Duke of Ed made me
a stronger person by pushing me out
of my comfort zone.
My Extended Essay was also a really
great experience! In the beginning,
I really had no idea how to use
spectrophotometer. Mrs Clapin was
always there to help me out, and we
spent a lot of time trying to uncode its
mysterious and intimidating software.
A huge part of the satisfaction at the end
of my project was being able to ride that
steep learning curve.

8. Any key figures in your IB journey?
I really have to thank all my teachers.
I’ve been really lucky to have teachers
who are so enthusiastic about their
subjects – it’s not just a class for them, it’s
a passion. Even when we were learning
about Postmodern metafiction or the
applications of Calculus, our teachers
always kept our classes light and fun, and
that’s why I think I enjoyed the whole of
IB so much! Also, my parents were just
awesome. Towards the end, I have to
admit I became a bit of an IB Diva (“I’m
busy, I do IB!” is a common phrase in IB
households) but they just laughed it off
and supported me unconditionally.

Rashmi’s Five Tips
for IB:
1. Past papers are your best friend
2. The Syllabus is your second
best friend
3. Do Duke of Ed. Really – the
best experience and the best
memories
4. Go to Peer Tutoring – you’ll get
the most honest advice from
students who’ve done it firsthand
5. For languages, just immerse
yourself – borrow books,
download music and watch
movies. Even if you don’t
understand, on a deeper level,
you’ll naturally pick up on the way
they talk and hold themselves
in conversations (something you
can’t learn from a textbook).
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STAFF FAREWELLs
MISS CATHY HILL
Miss Hill has been
Head of Library
Services across
K–12 at St Paul’s for
sixteen years.
During that time she has
overseen the development
of our Libraries from
traditional repositories of
books to an emphasis on
inquiry-learning in a digital
age. Her efforts have been indefatigable; her passion for
service has been outstanding; her support for staff has been
generous; and her determination to ensure students had every
opportunity to learn well and use their time wisely, has made an
enormous difference to student learning, even if at times it has
required great patience and endurance on Miss Hill’s part.
She has been more than just a faithful servant of the school.
Her love for the students and her passion for Christ have left
a legacy in the lives of a generation of students. We wish
her the best in her new role at St Andrew’s Cathedral School.

MR SAMUEL CHAN
St Paul’s Junior
School farewells
Teacher of Chinese,
Mr Chan, in
December 2014.
Mr Chan’s service to the
school began in 1995. In
2014 he celebrates 20 years
as an educator at St Paul’s.
During his time with
St Paul’s, Mr Chan has contributed immeasurably to the
School’s culture, academic achievements and events.
Amongst these were the organisation of annual Chinese
Day celebrations, and the School’s consistent participation
in Chinese Eisteddfods – in which St Paul’s students have
achieved excellent results.
Mr Chan also led Junior School tours to China, including the
inaugural trip, for which he ran extra conversational Chinese
tutorials, to assist students before they travelled.
Mr Chan is taking time off to be with his family, especially
his grandchild on whom he dotes.
St Paul’s salutes Mr Chan for his extraordinary contribution,
to the benefit of the School. We wish him the very best.
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MR DAVID BLANCH
Mr Blanch came to
St Paul’s in 2001 from
a background of
teaching Science in
Government schools.
With his passion for science
and discovery, he quickly
became part of the fabric
of the Science Faculty
and St Paul’s as a whole.
Mr Blanch began his time at
St Paul’s teaching Science in the middle school and senior HSC
Chemistry. He quickly became involved in the Christian mission
of the school, leading Christian Fellowship groups for many
years, he also began teaching Christian Living and Studies
of Religion. As other staffing changes took place, he took up
teaching HSC and IB Diploma Physics, which he taught with
excellent student outcomes. In the broader life of the school
Mr Blanch involved himself in camps and Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme expeditions. David’s excellence in teaching,
collegiality, balanced approach to life, strong Christian faith
and love of good coffee will be sorely missed by the staff,
students and families of the St Paul’s community, with whom
he has established professional regard and friendship, over
the past fourteen years. We wish him every success in his
new appointment and future.

Mrs ANNETTE WOODS
Mrs Woods
began teaching
Kindergarten at
St Paul’s in 2005 and
quickly established
herself as a teacher of
great professionalism
and scope.
Principally teaching
Kindergarten, Mrs Woods
also taught Composite K/1 classes during her time with
the School.
Mrs Woods endeared herself to parents, students and
colleagues. Her caring teaching style and flair ensured that
countless Junior School students integrated seamlessly from
their earliest years, into school life.
Mrs Woods is taking time to travel to Europe – including a visit
to the Chelsea Flower Show in London. She also has a young
Grandson in rural Victoria, with whom she hopes to spend more
time. We wish her all the best for the future.

Year12, 2014, Sydney Careers Expo

INFORMED CHOICES
CAREERS
Careers counsellor Mrs Moon is there to advise and assist
senior students facing the often-fraught decision process
of where to study and what to do when they leave St Paul’s.
What considerations do students
bring to you, about their learning
choices?
Often students have numerous
considerations. Travel is an important
practical factor, particularly if they have
a content-heavy course such as law
or medicine. Otherwise, students are
mostly concerned about units within
the courses and the majors and option
available to them for travel, within
their course.

How do you direct their enquiries?
I generally make the enquiries on their
behalf whilst they are with me. Most
students see me at the end of Year 11,
at the start of Year 12 and again before
their final exams.

What do you see as the key aspects
in making subject choices at the
different learning stages?
Year 10 Subject selection is crucial

for Year 11. Very few courses have
prerequisites; instead they have
assumed knowledge. In saying
this, it is important to participate
in subject-selection nights, to gain
necessary information regarding this.
University Admissions Centre offers
an excellent publication to aid students
in subject selection for HSC subjects.
Mr Mayrhofer offers all IB diploma
students information regarding
subjects as well.

What sort of problems/obstacles do
students bring to you? How do you
manage these?
Often students’ main concerns emerge
from worrying about gaining their
desired ATAR. Once the HSC and IB
begin, students need to be on the ball.
Their success depend upon a variety
factors: generally, they need to regularly
review their work, gain feedback from
their teachers and be better time-

managers. Other issues relate to more
personal concerns faced by students,
which can involve looking at alternative
ways in which to manage these barriers
to their learning.

What are some of the career
directions you have fostered?
International Studies seems to be the
flavour of the month: students have the
opportunity to combine their degrees
or complete double degrees with
options to study overseas. Bachelor
of Communications courses are also
(once again) gaining in popularity.

How much do students worry about
their choices, in your experience?
How do they manage that?
They worry considerably. They not only
have their own expectations, they also
have the expectations of their parents to
meet. There is also, often, pressure from
their peers. I suggest mindful meditation
to many students to alleviate stress; also
balancing their study time with exercise,
good nutrition and adequate sleep is
very important.
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TESS MULOCK
St Paul’s Alumnus Tess Mulock (2009) is in her fourth year
of Arts/Law at the University of New South Wales. She has
a particular interest in social justice issues and refugee
law – influenced by her IB studies – which has focused
her subsequent pursuits in a distinctly altruistic direction.
Tess identifies the origins of her learning
journey as having stemmed from the
service tour she undertook in Year 11 at
St Paul’s, assisting with the construction
of a school in Tanzania. “We were
fourteen seventeen year-olds in Tanzania
and I had never seen anything like
it before. It completely changed my
perspective on the rest of world, and was
a taste of how comparatively privileged
and insular our life in Australia can be.”
In her gap year, after the IB, Tess returned
to Tanzania with the sense that she
wanted to revisit the place that had so
impacted her, previously. She worked
in another orphanage that was run as a
joint venture between an Australian aid
group and a Tanzanian organisation, and
gained insight into the fraught nature of
the politics and difficulties involved in
delivering services such as these. “It was
an eye-opener in an entirely different
sense. And it was hard! – I had never had
any experience as a teacher before –
it made me appreciate the profession
a whole lot more.”
Subsequently, Tess enrolled in Arts/Law,
with a strengthened resolve to place
her resources at the service of those who
are worse off in the world. As her degree
progresses, she continues to develop
and clarify her ideas of where to begin,
in placing that motivation. Tess’
university studies have so far focused
on developing countries. Hitherto,
her learning experiences have been
motivated by wanting to know more and
challenging her assumed knowledge
about the world. “My focus has been
world-conflict orientated, so I read from
a wide range of relevant media sources –
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including Al Jazeera, the Guardian,
the ABC – to try to get a balanced sense
of the issues that I am concerned with.”
This semester Tess was selected from
a large field of applicants for the Jean
Pictet International Humanitarian Law
Moot, representing UNSW. In a team
of three – including two other women
– the students assume the role of legal
representation for actors involved in
a situation of armed conflict, such as a
state, military group or non-government
organisation. Often there are allegations
of broken international law or custom,
and in each different ‘simulation’ the
team must use their knowledge and
expertise to work through legal and
political issues, and come to a legally
viable solution.
The Jean Pictet is a prestigious, wellrecognised international moot and the
selection process is highly competitive.
The competition is sponsored by the
International Committee of the Red
Cross and occurs in March/April 2015.
The UNSW team has two coaches
to support them throughout the
preparation process – which Tess expects
to be similar to a full-time job over the
summer, with twice-weekly meetings,
research and training.
Tess comes from a family that is
supportive of the direction she is
taking. “I do feel fortunate to have
come from the family values that I have:
the perspective I have is a result of
my upbringing and the area that I am
working towards is a reflection of my
own engagement with those values.”

When she was little, Tess dreamed of
becoming a florist, “There’s an artistry
there that I really admire.” As part of
her international moot experience,
Tess hopes to gain some confidence in
her public speaking skills. “There’s no
question that I’m a total chatterbox; but
when it comes to the Uni environment
– and there are all these future judges
and politicians who are speaking very
confidently – that’s something I need
to work toward.”

In each different
‘simulation’ the
team must use their
knowledge and
expertise to work
through legal and
political issues, and
come to a legally
viable solution.

Tamika Veigel HSC Major Work

TAMIKA VEIGEL
St Paul’s alumnus Tamika
Veigel (2012) talks about her
passion for art and teaching,
tracing a path from her HSC
to the wide range of potential
career opportunities opening
up through her studies at
UNSW CoFA.
After graduating from St Paul’s, I have
just completed my second year of
study at the University of New South
Wales, College of Fine Arts, where I am
pursuing my passion for art and textiles
by undertaking a double degree in
a Bachelor of Design and a Bachelor
of Art Education.
Having been brought up in an ‘arty’
family, I have always loved creating
artworks and designing; I studied both
Visual Arts and Textiles throughout my
high school years at St Paul’s. I always
really enjoyed both these subjects, so
it was quite inevitable for me to turn
my passion into a career.
I want to become a Visual Arts teacher
more than anything with this degree;
I also have the opportunity to teach
design subjects such as Textiles and

Technology, or even pursue other
design-related careers, such as fashion
design, interior design or jewellery.
So far in my studies I’ve been exposed to
many various design industries, creating
wearable art, furniture, special design,
architectural models and conceptual
collections of work. I chose to take
ceramics and textiles as my specialties
for second year – in the latter I have
been creating botanical-inspired fabric
patterns from found objects.
Some of my work over the past 18
months or so has emerged from the
sculptural work I completed for my HSC
Visual Arts Body of Work – for which
I was nominated for Art Express (I didn’t
get in – but was thrilled to receive that
recognition at the time!). My work looked
at man-made objects that had been
thrown away, ending up in the ocean
as rubbish. I examined how the sea
reclaimed and re-formed such rubbish
and pollution, even turning such ugliness
into a thing of beauty. Objects such as
thongs, sunglass or plastic bottles can
become objects for plants and creatures
to live on or hide in. An extension of this
was my textile work incorporating leaves
(very difficult to sew on!). I wanted to
make fabric and fibre mimic the texture

of the leaf, or perhaps an animal that
might live on it.
To pursue my ambition of teaching
Visual Arts, I had experience at a primary
school and more recently I completed
a high school teaching practical, for Years
7–12 for two weeks at Winmalee High
School. I find it really exciting to teach
something I love and to give something
back. With the older students, I love to
open up their ideas on art and engage
their imaginations. I took them out of the
classroom and tried to get them looking
at the things around them in different
ways. It was hugely rewarding and I can’t
wait to do it again. Such experiences
make me even more excited for
the future!
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Staff Learning Profile
JACQUELINE TUTING

Drama teacher and Head of
Claremont House Mrs Tuting
talks Drama, girls growing
up and her near-complete
Post-graduate Diploma in
psychology.
“I initially started out studying
Psychology in a double degree, as
an undergraduate student at Sydney
University. And then, when I fell in
love and became engaged, I changed
to a double degree and graduated in
Teaching and Humanities, so that I could
progress to work more quickly. I’m now
studying by distance with Charles Sturt
University and hope to complete
mid-2015.”
Mrs Tuting previously taught at Caroline
Chisolm Girls’ School in Glenmore Park,
before coming to St Paul’s in 2009 as
a Drama and English Teacher. As Head
of Claremont House, she oversees
the academic and pastoral tracking of
Claremont House. Describing Claremont
as the “sparkly House”, in which a warm
culture of friendship and acceptance
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is fostered, she adds, “We do tend to
have a lot of performing artists. The
Claremont culture is created by drawing
on and developing a really strong sense
of community and family.”

and each other. I hope that, as a teacher,
I foster a safe and secure environment
where students, without judgment,
can wrestle with the many important
concerns we have for our world.”

When pressed to name her dream
job – outside of St Paul’s – Mrs Tutung
says she would like to work as a clinical
psychologist, possibly in-school.
“Pursuing a higher degree creates
options. My experience has given me
a particular interest in girls’ psychology;
being a woman and in the job I do gives
me an opening to observe the intricate
networking that goes on with girls and
an insight into their specific needs. I feel
well-placed to work within that area,
in the future, and as though I have
something to bring to it.”

Progressing through postgraduate
coursework one subject at a time,
Mrs Tuting speaks appreciatively of
the intellectual wealth of her colleagues;
specifically naming Mrs Gribble, Dr Lane
and Mathematics teacher Mrs Stacker’s
patient assistance and availability
– sustained while nursing her own
newborn baby.
A supportive network – including
husband, grandparents, VAPA
colleagues and Assistant Head of House,
Ms Grizelj – have meant that she does
not feel as though she is pinching
time from one area in order to achieve
balance. Mrs Tuting praises the School’s
culture of support for working mothers:
“It’s a very genuine thing; the people
here just make it all happen, for which
I am forever grateful.”

Mrs Tuting identifies a challenge
for girls in the process of growing to
womanhood, which she sees as being
imbued with complex dichotomies
– such as ‘having value’ and ‘saving
face.’ “I hope that the things we do
here empower girls towards a stronglyheld, inherent sense of identity; that
we give them the scope to become
strong in character and in themselves.
This school has taught me also to
appreciate the contribution boys bring
to the classroom. The St Paul’s boys are
outstanding young men. We have a lot
of fun.”
In her experience, Mrs Tuting identifies
both drama and psychology as different
types of enabling tools, in the growth
and development of character and
identity. In her teaching, she aspires
to offer opportunities for students to
‘reflect or change their world’. “The link
between Drama and Psychology is that
both involve a concern for people and
the human need to understand ourselves

Mrs Tuting believes drama opens
learning opportunities for her students,
in exploring the bounds of human
experience – including genres such as
Surrealism and Expressionism. Engaging
with art, as an interpretation of the
world, dynamically links creativity with
perception; it is this space in which
Jacqueline’s lines of specialisation
intersect. She likens this to the scope
of psychology, as an endeavour towards
better understanding of, and connection
with, the human condition. Citing words
attributed to playwright and Marxist
Bertolt Brecht, she quotes: “Art is not
a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer
with which to shape it.”

Staff Learning Profile
LEANNE MCLEAN
UWS Design course opened up new
aspects to design and a career direction
that would engage both her practical and
creative skills.

TAS Head of Department
and postgraduate student
Mrs McLean talks about the
new Australian curriculum
and her scholarly experiences.
“I am completing my Masters of
Educational Leadership at Macquarie
University and am about halfway through.
My initial entry into study was as a mature
aged student; my undergraduate degree
was Secondary Education at UWS,
specialising in Design and Technology,
and I knew at that time that more study
would come.”
Mrs McLean grew up locally, in
Londonderry, and remembers early
forays in design and technology around
the timber yard owned by her father.
Opportunities for practical engagement
grew from following her Dad around; her
first job was making aluminium windows
on site. She learned to sew aged nine
and was quickly making her own clothes,
sparking her creativity and a love
of design.
Originally, she had thought of becoming
a textiles teacher. After marrying and
becoming a mother to four children,
she returned to the idea of teaching as
a career path that might be a good fit
with family life. She now ruefully admits
that this is often far from the case. The

As a mature-aged undergraduate, Mrs
McLean attended on-campus classes
that mingled seasoned ‘tradies’ studying
education with school leavers. “I loved
it; we all supported each other and
had things to learn from each other.
You would see novel solutions and
techniques in the workshop that you
would just never think of yourself,
watching these professional tradesmen
at work – and then I was able to help
them out with their written assessments.
I learned so much.”
The Masters in Educational Leadership
will contribute to a career path, already
established in her role as Head of TAS,
with a focus on Curriculum; Mrs McLean
says this presents a challenge to the
broad perception of TAS teachers as
non-academic. “I feel that the Masters
ultimately evidences that capacity for
critical thinking, particularly with respect
to Teaching and Learning.”
Mrs McLean studies online, with a
weekly workload that includes readings
for each module as well as mandatory
participation in a discussion board –
comparable to a tutorial session.
She aims to study one night per week,
however “the reality is that school
always takes priority, particularly at
those busy times in the term, with things
like reporting. I am tending to do more
work over the weekends.” Steadily
progressing with one subject per
semester, she may be compelled take
a break. “I am completing the ISTAA
Experienced Teacher Accreditation
course and I just can’t see where the
extra time for Uni work will come from.
Time is the biggest hurdle.”
Mrs McLean and her husband have two
teenaged children, an international
student and a boarder living at home,
making the ideal, peaceful space in

which to study sometimes elusive.
Instead, she utilises library spaces, or
resorts to reading in bed. Asked about
the prioritisation of her work, home and
study roles against considerations such
as health and exercise, she responds:
“I try and walk at least 3 – 4 times a week,
when things are not chaotic. There is the
definite sense, however, that the study is
your extra thing and that there isn’t really
any more time to take away from the
other areas of your life.”
The Masters has included core subjects
covering areas of Leadership and
Organisational Management, although
Mrs McLean finds the Teaching
theory subjects more interesting than
Management theory. “I am enjoying
looking into the ways in which education
is changing with regard to the use of
technology, and how, as educators, we
need to be thoughtful about how we go
about implementing this.”
One of the challenging areas ahead,
for Design and Technology teachers,
is the development of the new Australian
curriculum, in which a key component
will increase emphasis on computing
and computer programming as a core
study, rather than as an elective. “As a
systematic function, this is recognition
that in future, everyone is going to
have to have a basic understanding
of how algorithms work. The current
emphasis on ICT skills has focused on
use, whereas the new curriculum lifts
this, to having a level of computational
understanding.” Mrs McLean sees this
development as a reflection of where
the education system sees employment
opportunities, in future. However, she
disputes the suggestion that a deepened
engagement with technology comes at
the cost of creativity. “There is creativity
in programming: you are identifying a
goal and planning how you are going
to make it work. It’s a different approach
but it’s an evolution as well. In the end,
the technology is just another tool.”
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