Revelations

The fortnightly newsletter for pre-K to Year 12 families of St Paul’s

Issue No. 91

2nd September, 2022

From the Principal
I hope by now you have received
your invitation to the “Unveiling the
Innovation Learning Centre and
Master Plan” event that will be taking
place on Thursday 8 September from
6pm – 8pm.
This will be an opportunity to hear
about our amazing new facility for the
school, as well as the plans for future
developments. I am so pleased that the
Chair of our Fundraising Committee
will be sharing his story on the evening,
along with reflections from some current
parents. In addition to these brief
presentations, our foundation principal,
Mr Adrian Lamrock, will speak about
the generation of St Paul’s families
that have gone before us and their
vision for our school. Prepared by our
talented hospitality students, canapes
will be served throughout the evening.
Entertainment will also be provided
by our incredible music ensembles.
I do hope you are able to come to
this important event for our school
community. Please book via the following
link https://www.trybooking.com/CBSGK
For those of you who come into the
school via the North Gate, you will
see that the actual construction of
the Innovation Learning Centre is
progressing well. The structural steel is
currently going up and in a few weeks’
time, we will see the roof going on.
We are very excited about this new
facility and the benefits it will bring
to both present and future students
of our school.

Over the last few weeks, it has been
great to watch several Secondary School
sport teams play in their semi-finals and
finals, as the winter sport season draws
to a close. A great distinctive of St Paul’s
is the wonderful opportunity for our
students to be involved in one or more
of the many co-curricular offerings.
When new and prospective families
come to the school, I often talk to them
about the value we place in holistic
education, which is demonstrated by
our extensive and diverse co-curricular
program. These include our amazing
Academies (Music, Sport, Drama
and Dance), the outdoor education
programs, Fire Cadets, Service-Learning
opportunities, debating, archery and
many more. I would really encourage all
students to consider being involved in
something beyond the classroom.

"Praise the Lord, all you
nations; extol him, all you
peoples. For great is his love
toward us, and the faithfulness
of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord."
Psalm 117

A huge thank you to the Friends of St
Paul’s team for their great organisation of
the recent SPGS Bush Dance. The hard
work and dedication of this wonderful
team is always very much appreciated.
A fantastic night at the Bush Dance was
had by all who attended.
As usual, thank you all for your ongoing
support of our SPGS community, of
which it is such a privilege to be part of.
I am so grateful to God for his ongoing
blessing to our school.
Ian Wake
Principal
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From the Head
of Junior School

Save the Date
– ‘Morning Games’
I would like to invite parents of Junior School students
to come and participate in ‘Morning Games’.
This is an opportunity for parents to join in playground games
or read a book in the library with their child/ren, prior to the
school day commencing.
When the school day begins, parents are then welcome to join
me for a ‘coffee and chat’ near the JS Office, between 8.40am
and 9.30am.
• Primary Parents
Tuesday 6 September - 8:00am to 8:40am
• Infants Parents
Wednesday 14 September - 8:00am to 8:40am

Junior School
Athletics Carnival
On Thursday 4 August, the Junior School was able to
hold the Years 3 to 6 Athletics Carnival at Blair Park,
St Marys.
We had great weather, and students and staff had a
great day. It was wonderful to have so many parents and
grandparents participate in the day and cheer the students on.
Congratulations to all the students who participated on the
day and contributed to the House Spirit.
Results from the day:
Age Champions
Junior Boy

Isaac Simiana

Junior Girl

Charlize Sielicki

Intermediate Boy

Harrison Dunn

Intermediate Girl

Chloe Williams

Senior Boy

Jason Son

Senior Girl

Anna Jia

House Results
1st – Claremont, 2nd – Castlereagh, 3rd – Cornwallis,
4th – Wilberforce, 5th – Strathdon, 6th – Melville
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PYP Exhibition
Year 6 students are enthusiastically preparing
for the annual ‘PYP Exhibition’, which is taking
place on Wednesday 14 September.
The Exhibition is a culminating celebration of
the learning that has taken place throughout the
students’ lives at school. As part of the Primary Years
Programme (PYP), students are required to use their
skills, knowledge, understanding and concepts to
communicate their learning to all members of the
school community. Teachers of Year 6 have been busy
facilitating individual inquiries into the many issues
that students have chosen to explore.
All members of the school community are invited
to attend this celebration of learning. Our Year 6
students are willing and eager to share their acquired
knowledge with all those who attend. We are excited
for our students as they move closer to this important
and meaningful event and wish them all the best for
the evening.
All other grades will be showcasing their learning
through class displays.
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From the Head
of Junior School

PSSA Gala Day
On Friday 12 August, the Junior School Primary
Schools Sports Association (PSSA) teams (with the
exception of Year 5 students) competed in the PSSA
Netball and Soccer Gala Day.

The students enjoyed themselves immensely and
demonstrated teamwork and cooperation skills throughout
the day.
Congratulations to all the teams on their results. I would also
like to say a special thank you to the teachers, Mrs McHattan,
Mrs Wagenfeller, Mr Harnett and Mr Connor who have coached
the various teams throughout the season.

Year 5 Bathurst Camp
Year 5 students recently attended Bathurst Goldfields,
exploring the PYP theme of ‘Where We Are in Place
and Time’.
After a very early start on Day 1, students arrived at their
accommodation, the iconic Mt Panorama in Bathurst.
Students were taken back in time and had opportunities to
experience what life was like on the Bathurst Goldfields in the
1800's. They also learnt about the impact of this pivotal time in
Australian History.
Panning for gold, visiting museums, viewing artefacts from the
past, line dancing, singing colonial songs, role-playing and
boomerang throwing were all experienced throughout the
camp. A wonderful time was had by all!
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From the Head
of Junior School

Infants’ Day Camp
A highlight of the Infants’ School calendar is
‘Day Camp’. Students from Kindergarten to Year 2
descended upon Winmalee Christian Conference
Centre in Week 5, for this annual event.
The students had so much fun building ‘cubbies’ and learning
bush skills. They also sang songs, went on bush walks, toasted
marshmallows over an open fire and much more! This program
allows our students to develop a whole range of important
skills, including teamwork and independence. Another major
excitement of Day Camp is going on the BIG BUS!
It was lovely to see the Infants’ students have such a wonderful
time of exploration and learning.

Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Year 10 into Year 11
and Year 8 into 9,
2023 subject selections
Year 8 and 10 students have received their subject
and elective choices by email for Year 9 and 11,
2023 respectively.

If students and their parents are happy with these, consider them
confirmed for 2023. We are running a wide range of subjects with
small classes to ensure the needs of all students are met.
If students and families have questions, please do not hesitate
to contact the school to discuss options for study next year.
If you have any questions about Year 11, 2023 subject selection,
please do not hesitate to contact me
If you have any questions about Year 9, 2023 elective selection,
please do not hesitate to contact the Acting Coordinator of
Middle Year’s Programmes, Mrs Megan Johnny.

Year 12 completion of study
and final examinations
The vast majority of Year 12 students (HSC and IB
Diploma) have now completed their school-based
assessments. HSC students have also completed final
Dance, Drama and Music practical examinations here at
school. We wish our Design and Technology students
the best as they complete their design projects ahead of
examiners visiting the school to assess these projects in
mid-September.
HSC students have access to their individualised final
timetables through NESA students online. The final 2022
HSC written examination timetable is available here.
IB Diploma students have received personalised
individual timetables. The final 2022 IB Diploma written
examination timetable is available here.
Final examinations will be held in the Secondary School
Library in a similar arrangement to the trial examinations.
In general, final morning examinations will commence at
9:25am and final afternoon examinations will commence
at 1:55pm. Students will need to be at the Secondary
School Library no later than 15 minutes before an
examination is scheduled to commence. Students who
are late to examinations do not receive extra time.

We encourage all Year 12 students to ensure that they:
• Complete course requirements in all subjects
• Revise their work thoroughly
• Focus on understanding content ahead of simply
recalling information
• Practice past examination papers – links to past
examinations may be found on the Learning Services
my.stpauls page.
- Past HSC examinations may be found here
- Past IB Diploma examinations may be found in an
exam folder on this page.
Final HSC results will be available on Thursday 15
December 2022 to students through NESA students
online. HSC students will be able to receive university
offers in the December and following offer rounds.
Final IB Diploma results will be available on Tuesday 3
January 2023 through the IB Diploma Candidates site.
IB Diploma students will be able to receive university
offers in the January and following offer rounds.
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From the Director of
Learning Services

HSC resources for upcoming examinations
From 26-30 September 2022,
Western Sydney University
is offering a range of online
study sessions to assist Year 12
students in their preparations
for the HSC.
Delivered by highly qualified senior
teachers and experienced markers,
26 free sessions across 14 key HSC
subject areas will include content

analysis, tips and strategies, and a
detailed exploration of key syllabus
and curriculum areas. Students will also
have the opportunity to sit a practice
exam and deconstruction, with
feedback and advice from experts.
These HSC study sessions are offered
in partnership with leading education
services and provider InspirationED.
Sessions are available to all Year 12
students. To register, please click the
link that follows.

www.westernsydney.edu.au/
hscstudysessions
Additional online HSC resources are
available including:
• The State Library of NSW HSC
resource page
• The Sydney Morning Herald HSC
guide.
Note: These resources are also helpful
for IB Diploma students.

Year 12 School Recommendation
Scheme (SRS) for University Entry
A number of universities make early offers of university
places in early December based on school recommendations.
Some of these offers are unconditional, meaning they are
made regardless of the marks achieved in final examinations
and ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank). Other offers
are conditional on the results obtained by students.
We encourage all Year 12 students who plan to study at
university in 2023 to complete an SRS application. Students
can do this through their UAC (University Admissions Centre)

registration. They should also email me to advise that they
have completed an SRS application and let me know their
course preferences so that I can support their application. IB
Diploma students are required to upload their Year 11 Yearly
report as part of this process. Some universities also require
other support material to be uploaded. The school cannot do
this on behalf of students. Further information on the SRS may
be found here.
SRS applications for the December
round of offers close on 19 September.
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Year 12 Educational
Access Scheme (EAS)
for Disrupted Schooling
Each year UAC also opens a process by which students
whose schooling has been affected by situations beyond
their control may apply for special consideration.
Factors considered are:
Disrupted schooling

Financial hardship

Severe family
disruption

Excessive family
responsibilities

English language difficulty

Personal illness/disability

Refugee status

School environment

The scheme does not apply to general COVID-related
impact, which is being dealt with holistically by NESA and the
IB Organisation.
Students or families who believe that they may be eligible
for an aspect of the Educational Access Scheme are strongly
encouraged to speak with me to allow me to guide, advise
and support applications. Such discussions are always treated
confidentially.

Contacting Secondary
School Teachers
Parent teacher events were held earlier in the
year to allow parents to meet with teachers to
discuss student progress.
Parents are also able to contact teachers through
my.stpauls by selecting their child’s information and
clicking on the email icon for teachers (an example
of the way parents can contact me is shown below).

Parents are always welcome to contact teachers,
Heads of Department, Heads of House, the Acting
Coordinator of Middle Years Programmes or myself
to discuss student progress and welfare. It is not
necessary to wait until a formal parent/teacher
interview event if questions regarding progress,
achievement, or wellbeing arise.
Mr Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
E: antony.mayrhofer@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Further information regarding EAS may be found here.
EAS applications for the December round of offers close on
22 November.
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

After an exasperating run of three cancellations due to
the ongoing wet weather this year, it was awesome to
finally hold our annual athletics carnival.
As mentioned in my previous
Revelations article, this was the first
time in over 20 years that the carnival
took place at an offsite venue.
Fortunately, our students adapted to
this change in routine extremely well.
The cooperative spirit and excellent
behaviour they displayed on the day
guaranteed the success of the carnival.
A massive thank you to Miss Hurst and
Mr Berg for their great patience and
organisational skills, which ensured that
the carnival took place and was enjoyed
by all. Final standings from the carnival
are still being determined, so I will
update you on the results in due course.
I would just like to remind our
community that all absences, both full
day and part day, must be accounted
for by a parent. My assistant, Mrs Ash,

sends emails to families at the end of
each day for any absences that were
not explained by that time. Of course,
we totally understand that there are

"A massive thank you to
Miss Hurst and Mr Berg
for their great patience and
organisational skills, which
ensured that the (athletics)
carnival took place and was
enjoyed by all."
occasions when it is necessary for
a student to leave early, hence a part day
absence will occur. However, if a student
must leave part way through the day,
the school must have written notification
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from a parent stating the reason prior to
their departure. Unfortunately, a student
cannot be released/signed out from the
school without a written explanation
from a parent. Whilst this applies equally
to all students, it is particularly important
for the senior students who drive to and
from school, as a student leaving without
prior permission is deemed fractional
truancy. A note given to Mrs Ash by the
student or an email to absence@stpauls.
nsw.edu.au prior to a student signing
out and leaving the school grounds are
the only acceptable methods of advising
the school of a student’s early departure.
Adhering to this process will both reduce
any delays in the collection of students
and ensure that all partial absences are
accurately accounted for in a timely
manner.
Philip Heath
Director of Students
and Family Services
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From the Office of Learning Services
Middle Years Programme

Year 10 students
at Academy U,
WSU
On Tuesday 16 August, nine
Year 10/MYP Year 5 students
participated in the Western Sydney
University’s Academy U program at
the WSU Parramatta campus.
Students were privileged to participate
in the program, which provides unique
experiences and learning opportunities
to inspire and support high academic

achievers. Academy U students
experienced the new campus facilities
and participated in hands-on problemsolving; connected with academics and

"Academy U students
experienced the new campus
facilities and participated in
hands-on problem-solving;
connected with academics
and industry partners through
online and face-to-face
networking sessions"
industry partners through online and
face-to-face networking sessions; and in
future years will have the opportunity to

complete a first-year university subject,
as the Academy U program spans across
a number of years.
For our Year 10 students, the sessions
involved collaborating in groups to
brainstorm and develop ideas for a
creative solution for sustainable cities
and communities, and then pitching
their idea to a panel. It was a great
opportunity for students to apply
the ATL skills they have developed
throughout their time in the Middle Years
Programme, including both Thinking
and Communication Skills. Specifically
designed to provide students with the
skills to achieve their high potential,
Academy U will support students in
becoming Western Sydney’s next
generation of global citizens, innovators,
leaders and change-makers.

Addison Beazley, Shyelo Malim-Martinez, Lucas Krebs,
Lucinda Halaka, William Newton, Lily Lewis, Archie Evans,
and Ethan Bennett ready for their day at Academy U.

Lucas Krebs, Ethan Bennett, Sheylo Malim-Martinez and Addison
Beazley taking part in the Academy U collaboration session.
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William Newton, Archie Evans, Lily Lewis and Lucinda Halaka
taking part in the Academy U collaboration session.
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From the Office of Learning Services
Middle Years Programme

Science Week
13 – 21 August was National Science
Week and our Science Department
provided amazing opportunities
for students to engage with, as they
celebrated their love of Science.
Students learned about fascinating
and unusual facts, and delved into
questions and hypothesised answers in
all things science. Interesting activities
were available both online and face-toface, including the Education Perfect

Jake and Reuben of Year 8/MYP Year 3
at Science Karaoke.

Science Competition, the Australian
Museum Sydney Science Trail and Light
Experiments during lunchtime. The
week culminated with Friday lunchtime
Science Karaoke, where students
enthusiastically sang ‘The Periodic Table
Song’ and ‘The Muscle Song’, to help

Students in 8Green taking part in
Q&A with Dr Karl

them memorise the anatomy.
What is a black hole? What causes
hiccups? What weird questions keep
you up at night? Who better to answer
such questions than Australia’s favourite
scientist, Dr Karl Kruszelnicki! A highlight
of the week was the Year 8/MYP Year 3
Green class joining the live Zoom Q&A
with Dr Karl Kruszelnicki and 3000 other
students from all over NSW. Dr Karl
answered many questions and our Year
8 Green class also answered questions
in an online poll. Students really enjoyed
the interactive nature of answering
questions and seeing the live update of
the answers received. A huge thanks to
our wonderful and skilled Science staff
for making all this happen.
Throughout their time in the Middle
Years Programme, students have a huge
range of learning experiences on offer
to them across all of the subject areas.
This last week at St Paul’s has been no
different. Above all we thank God for the
gifts he has given us and the creation
and creative spirit he has blessed us
with. As it says in Revelation 4:11,

“Worthy are you, our Lord
and God, to receive glory
and honour and power, for
you created all things, and
by your will they existed
and were created.”

Students conducting Light Experiments
at lunchtime in Lab 6.

Megan Johnny
Acting Coordinator
of Middle Years Programme
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From the Dance Academy

Your Next Step
Dance Challenge
The SPGS Secondary School
Dance Companies had a great time
at the Your Next Step Eisteddfod!
I was very proud of all students
involved for the collective effort they
demonstrated in performing their works
and for representing the school with
distinction.
It was exciting to attend a competition
again, as it has been over two years since
St Paul’s students were able to do so.
Eisteddfods provide a range of benefits
for participants. As well as engaging
in positive competition, students are
exposed to experiences such as live
performance and networking with
students from other schools.
Congratulations go to the Intermediate
Contemporary Company, who placed
second and to the Ballet Company,
who placed first. I would also like
to acknowledge the Jazz Company,
Senior Contemporary Company and
MOMENTUM Company, who all
performed extremely well despite
significantly depleted numbers due to
student absences.
Thank you to all parents for organising
transport so early in the morning. Thank
you also to the staff who made this event
possible. Finally, congratulations to
the students who were involved in the
Your Next Step Eisteddfod. All students
displayed commitment and performed
with excellence. I am so proud of your
efforts!
Catrin Phillips-Ralh
Dance Academy Coordinator
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From the Music Academy

Music Academy
Ensembles Programme

Many of the Senior School Music
Ensembles have been rehearsing
in preparation for the ‘Unveiling
the Innovation Learning Centre
and Master Plan’ cocktail event
scheduled for Thursday 8
September in the Centre.
There will be a dynamic evening of musical
entertainment to enjoy, so please come
along to support SPGS. We are particularly
looking forward to a special performance
from the Junior School’s 3-6 Choir, who will
perform ‘Fly Away Home’ by PinkZebra.

Music Academy
Conservatorium
Programme
Conservatorium Concert
Save the Date
Conservatorium Concerts are scheduled
for Wednesday 9 November (Instrumental)
and Saturday 12 November (Vocal) in PA1

3-6 Choir - Soundscape 2022

at SPGS. This concert series is designed
to provide an opportunity for students to
perform in front of a live audience. They are a
great occasion for Conservatorium students
to showcase their performance skills through
the material they have been working on in
lessons, in front of a friendly and supportive
audience. All students are invited to perform
pieces from their current repertoire. Some
special Year 11 guests have been invited to
perform in the Instrumental concert.
Registrations for these concerts will open
soon on the my.stpauls Music Academy Page.

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 91

12

From the Music Academy
Continued

Curriculum Music
Congratulations to the Years 11 and 12 Music classes
for their performances at Circa III
on Thursday 18 August and Friday 19 August.

These performances represented the Year 11 Yearly and Year
12 Trial performance examinations and formed part of the
students’ assessment schedule. A wide range of music was
presented to a warm and appreciative audience. We wish all
students the best for their remaining examinations.
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From the Music Academy
Continued

To find out
more about the
Music Academy
Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
e. cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Please visit the Music Academy
my.stpauls page https://my.stpauls.
nsw.edu.au/homepage/1701/
Here you can register for the
Conservatorium Programme or the
Ensembles Programme, or find out
more information about our Tutors,
as well as the types of ensembles
available and rehearsal details.
Direct links
To register for a music ensemble,
you can access the Music Academy
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here: http://my.stpauls.nsw.edu.au/
homepage/code/CB
You can see the How do I register
for music lessons or to join a music
ensemble? Instructional video for a
step-by-step guide to register
OR
Go directly to: Music Academy
Programs/Music Academy
Ensembles/Registration/Ensembles
Program Registration Form
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From the P-12
Wellbeing Coordinator

Macy - The Wellbeing Dog
Macy has well and truly settled into life at St Paul’s enjoying the pats and attention. She was able to meet
the whole Junior School at a recent assembly and was
very well behaved, showing her soft and calm nature.
For her first official class visit, Macy met the youngest members
of our school community, the Pre-K students. Macy attended
both the 3-day and 5-day programs, which meant some
students were able to interact with her twice! These sessions
focused on the current Unit of Inquiry “All living things depend
upon each other”. Mrs Tuting discussed the basic needs of
people, one of the most important being LOVE! The Pre-K
students reflected on how their families and friends show them
love and bring comfort. They then considered how Macy can
be specially trained to bring comfort and affection to others.
Macy demonstrated many of her skills, showing off her shiny
black coat and sitting beautifully and calmly for the students
who gave her a lot of warm hugs, pats and attention.

"Macy attended both the 3-day and 5-day
programs, which meant some students were able
to interact with her twice! These sessions focused
on the current Unit of Inquiry “All living things
depend upon each other”."
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From the P-12
Wellbeing Coordinator continued

Social Skills in
the Junior School
This term, during their social skills
time each Friday, Year 2 students
have been focusing on Empathy,
which is part of the unit “How we
express ourselves”.
Mrs Stubbs and Mrs Tuting have been
enjoying working with the students as
they explore the social and emotional
skills needed to develop great
communication, through understanding
their own needs and emotions, and then
relating them to others. Key learning
moments have been ‘spotlighting’
each student, as well as the students
providing one another with affirmations
and encouragement. Additionally, each
student was given the opportunity to
draw a personal story, demonstrating a
situation where they had shown empathy
to another person. This was a very
colourful time of sharing and a highlight
of the learning this term.
Mrs Stubbs and Mrs Tuting are so proud
of every one of them!
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From the P-12
Wellbeing Coordinator continued

Cyber Safety
Thank you to everyone that joined
us for the “In the Loop’ session on
Cyber Safety with ThinkuKnow.
It was an amazing opportunity to learn
about the constant changes to and
challenges of online usage. Participants
also had the opportunity to ask

questions of Federal Police Officer Dane
Stephens, who has seen the impact to
children and families firsthand, when
safety has been compromised.
One of the great tips from the night
was that of setting up an Online Family
Contract that outlines acceptable online
behaviour. A copy of the contract,
designed by the Carly Ryan Foundation,
can be found here: Online Contracts.
indd (thinkuknow.org.au)
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Further resources can also be found at:
Resources | ThinkUKnow
Finally, I would also like to recommend
other upcoming free parent webinars
from eSafety, the details of which can be
found below.
Mrs Jacqueline Tuting
P-12 Wellbeing Coordinator
jacqueline.tuting@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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Invitation

Our Crest

Design & Colour

Unveiling the Innovation
Learning Centre (ILC)
and Master Plan

The St Paul’s crest represents
the centrality of the cross to the
Christian faith and thus mission
of our school; profiled by the
rising sun symbolising our hope
and future in Christ. The crest
is made up of the central logo
with the name and motto of the
school around the diameter.
The logo should not be
redrawn, digitally manipulated
or altered. No rescaling of
the horizontal or vertical
proportions should occur.
Colours: Pantone, CMYK and RGB
versions of the St Paul’s School crest have
been created. The colour values are:

PMS 294 C

PMS 362 C

PMS 3935 C

C100 M69 Y7 K30

C78 M0 Y100 K2

C2 M0 Y60 K0

R0 G47 B108

R80 G158 B47

R243 G234 B93

You are warmly invited to attend the Unveiling the Innovation Learning Centre (ILC)
and Master Plan. Please come along to hear about this amazing new facility
and plans for the school’s future.

Colour Reverse White reverse / CMYK
crest should be reversed out of St Paul’s
Blue - PMS541

Details for the event:
Date | Thursday 8 September 2022
Time | 6 – 8pm

Mono / Mono Reverse To be used when
appropriate for non colour reproduction
(forms, reversed out of photographic
background) or when colour isn’t

Venue | The Centre

available.

PAGE 4

BRAND IDENTITY 2016

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

We hope you will be part of this significant time in the history of our school
by donating to the Innovation Learning Centre. Your generous donation will
make this exciting project a reality for students now and in the future.

Canapes and drinks will be served. This event is for adults only.
 y Monday 5 September, by going to the link
RSVP | B
https://www.trybooking.com/CBSGK
or scanning the QR code

Help
Make it a
Reality

Entertainment provided by St Paul’s ensembles.
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