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From the Principal
Welcome to the first edition of
Revelations for 2022. It’s hard to
believe we are already in Week 3 of
the term! Staff returned to school
the week before students to take
part in our professional development
days. This is an opportunity for staff
teams to plan for the commencement
of term and to cover important
obligations like child protection
policies and first aid training.
We also enjoyed a presentation from
David Smith who is a professor
of education at Calvin College
in Michigan. David spoke about
Christian Teaching and how faith can
influence your practice as a teacher.
A very big welcome to all the new families
who have commenced their journey at
St Paul’s. We also welcome a number of
new staff members in both the Junior and
Secondary schools. Usually at the start
of the year we have a welcome to the
year event called the Sunset Social where
parents and staff come together for an
informal time in the late afternoon. Due to
the current COVID restrictions this event is
currently on hold. We will be still looking
to hold this when we are able.
In regards to COVID, there have been
a handful of positive cases for students
and staff which have been picked up
through the surveillance testing that is

happening twice a week for the first four
weeks. It has been encouraging to see
the level of cooperation with the current
COVID restrictions which seem to be
having a good impact on minimising the
level of transmission in our school. I am
pleased that many co-curricular activities
are starting to recommence as we strive
to bring a sense of normality back to
the life and operation of the school
after two years of constant disruption
and uncertainty.
One of our main objectives this year will
be to reconnect parents into the life of
the school. As COVID restrictions are
reviewed over the next few weeks,
we will be actively looking to provide
opportunities for parents to connect to
each other and staff. I especially feel for
those families who have joined our school
community over the past two years as
their ability to build connections with
others has been significantly impacted
by the cancellation of a large number
of community events due to COVID
restrictions. I am hopeful that this year
will see these events and activities
reintroduced into the life of the school.

"Shout for joy to the LORD,
all the earth.
Worship the LORD
with gladness;
come before him
with joyful songs.
Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us,
and we are his;
we are his people,
the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates
with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and
praise his name.
For the LORD is good
and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues
through all generations."
Psalm 100

I am excited about all the possibilities
that 2022 will hold for our school and
look forward to sharing with you all the
adventures and challenges that may come
our way.

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 84

Ian Wake
Principal

CRICOS 02267A

1

From the
School Chaplains

Greetings St Paul’s!
Welcome back to a new term in a
new year… and it’s all feeling a little
bit same same isn’t it?
Despite the hovering clouds of the
pandemic, we look forward to another
year of wonderful opportunities to learn,
even if it means creating new ways of
learning, and seeing things anew and
different in our changing times.
Wasn’t it interesting this week to see
how Queen Elizabeth signed her address
to the British Commonwealth on the
occasion of the 70th year of her reign?
“Your servant, Queen Elizabeth II”
Not, your Queen.
Not, your Sovereign.
Not, yours truly.
Not even ‘kind regards’.
“…Your servant…”
This term at St Paul’s, leading up to
Easter, we will be spending time in the

last chapters of Mark’s gospel, chapters
that chronicle Jesus’ betrayal, death and
resurrection. Leading up to these events,
Jesus comforts his disciples, who were
inquiring about how to make sense of
their cultural moment and circumstances,
with these words:

“Heaven and earth
will pass away,
but my words
will never pass away.”
Mark 13:31
Despite their political situation, the
uncertainty of their times, and in the
context of the passage the destiny of the
focal point of their worship of God (the
Temple), Jesus reminds them not to be
shocked when the world crashes, when
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culture turns against them, when things
don’t go their way. Instead, lean and trust
on God’s word to navigate, make sense
of, and bring hope to life as it is now. His
steady, truthful, enduring word.
Whether it be the pandemic, financial
instability, nervously parenting our
children and teenagers, climate-change,
threat of global tensions overseas … let
me encourage you to keep holding onto,
and holding out, God’s word.
Have a wonderful term. See you
throughout.
Cheerio.
Matt Palmer
Senior Chaplain
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From the Head
of Junior School

Welcome to Term 1
I would like to welcome you all to a new school year and I am
happy to report that the Junior School students have made
a wonderful start. Our Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten
students are doing really well navigating the adventures of
‘Big’ School.
It has been wonderful to welcome nearly 60 new students in
the Junior School this year along with their families. I hope you
all settle well into St Paul’s community.
The students are continuing in their grade cohorts for learning
as well as in the playground and are engaging in a full
academic programme.
I look forward to welcoming parents back onsite again, but for
now, parents continue to say goodbye at the various drop off
points. I do thank parents and caregivers for their support in
this regard.
Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School

Early Arrival
Before 8.00am
Parents are reminded that students arriving before
8.00am need to attend Before School Care, which
is located adjacent to the Junior School Office.
Playground supervision only commences after 8.00am
where students play in the immediate area near their
classrooms. This is important so that students can be
adequately and appropriately supervised before school.

Primary Swimming
Carnival
It was exciting to be able to run the Primary Swimming
Carnival on Monday, 7th February at North Richmond
Pool and to have parents attending. While the students
were not able to cheer in house groups and remained
in their grade cohorts, there was a great sense of
competition and participation. Congratulations to the
champion house, CLAREMONT and also to our age
champions listed below:
Junior Girl Age Champion: Amelia Saliba
Junior Boy Age Champion: Christopher Kallianiotis
Intermediate Girl Age Champion: Luella Bourke
Intermediate Boy Age Champion: Harrison Dunn
Senior Girl: Jorja Sharpe
Senior Boy: Connor Kallianiotis
A swim team will be selected from the event to
compete at the HICES (Heads of Independent
Co-educational Schools) carnival to be held
at Olympic Park.
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Congratulations to Year 12 2021
for their outstanding academic achievement!
It is with great pleasure that we can begin the academic
year celebrating the success of Year 12 2021.
From our graduating class of 2021 the Duces are Josh Lim, and
Mondira Paul and Marvin Madfouni, all achieving an ATAR equivalent
of 99.95, the top possible ATAR. They were closely followed by Victor
Our Crest
Lin and Juliette Ruming, both with ATAR equivalents of 99.75. We willDesign & Colour
be surveying Year 12 students post-school destinations to provide
a comprehensive list in a future Revelations.
Combining HSC and IB scores, 27% of students achieved ATARs
above 95, 41% above 90 and 67% above 80! These are the best
academic results in the history of the school, following a steady
improvement in ATARs over the last decade. Tertiary course offers
are still being made, but feedback so far is that, as in previous years,
most students were offered places in their first choice of course. We
are also very pleased that a number of our students have accepted
apprenticeships and are enrolled in TAFE courses whilst others take
the opportunity to have a ‘gap’ year. We congratulate all of our
outgoing Year 12 students and wish them the very best for the future!

Our Crest

Our Crest

The St Paul’s crest represents
the centrality of the cross to the
Christian faith and thus mission
of our school; profiled by the
rising sun symbolising our hope
and future in Christ. The crest
is made up of the central logo
with the name and motto of the
school around the diameter.
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Some parents have asked about the information from the school
regarding HSC results release and are unaware that NESA only
releases subject results to schools. Information regarding HSC
scaling and ATARs is not provided to schools. To access this
information St Paul’s employs a statistician who met with senior
executive staff last week to assist us analyse the results. We spend a
great deal of time working through data with Heads of Departments
and teachers to ensure that we maintain a culture of academic
excellence. A full outline of the HSC and IB Diploma results will be
published in the annual school report later this year.
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27%
41%
65%

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

PAGE 4

BRAND IDENTITY 2016

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

PMS 362 C

C78 M0 Y100 K2

C2 M0 Y60 K0

R80 G158 B47

R243 G234 B93

ATAR

PAGE 4

BRAND IDENTITY 2016

ST PAUL’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

of students achieved an
ATAR above 95
of students achieved an
ATAR above 90
of students achieved an
ATAR above 80

Welcome back
to our students

Secondary School
appointments

I would also like to welcome new and continuing
students back to a new academic year.

A number of appointments have been made for the
Secondary School this year.

I encourage students and parents to continue to contact
the school to discuss any questions or aspect of concern
regarding academic progress. Please contact classroom
teachers in the first instance if you have any enquiry
about your child’s progress.

A number of new teachers have also joined St Paul’s
due to enrolment growth. Miss Ally Nematalla joins the
Language and Literature Faculty, Mr David Rajasekar
joins the Mathematics Faculty, Mrs Melissa Scott joins
the Design Faculty and Mrs Amanda Brotherton joins the
Sciences Faculty.
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From the Director of
Learning Services Continued

Secondary School
Curriculum contacts

my.stpauls

If you have any questions about Secondary School
Curriculum, please feel free to contact me, especially with
regard to NESA Year 11 HSC and IB Diploma curriculum
and assessment questions.

Online Classes and
Timetable Structure

Mrs. Lauren Cullimore takes up a new role as Coordinator of
Middle Year’s Programmes and is responsible for NESA and IB
MYP Middle Year’s curriculum and assessment, so any curricula
or assessment questions for these years should be addressed
to her.

Student timetables are published on my.stpauls with
class pages allowing students to engage in activities
for the class. These are updated through the year as
students commence new units of work. Parents are
able to access aspects of class pages, allowing them to
support student learning.

Dr. Mary Robyn moves into a new role, overseeing Remote
Learning as well as continuing her management of the
Secondary School Library.
In the Junior School, Mrs Corinne Day as Deputy Head Curriculum has overall responsibility for Junior School NESA
and IB PYP curricula.
Mrs Myra McDonald continues as the Coordinator of Learning
Enrichment, answering questions regarding student inclusion
and support in the Secondary School.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any teaching
or learning enquiries.
Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
E: antony.mayrhofer@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
P: +61 2 4776 4705

Class composition differs from year to year. Year 7
classes are all mixed ability, colour coded to enable
students and teachers to distinguish between classes. In
Years 8 to 10, one class has been created with students
whose average academic achievement across a range
of subjects in the previous year placed them at the top
of their year group. Other classes in these years are
of equal academic composition. These classes will be
reviewed at the end of Semester 1. Elective subjects
including Languages other than English are formed
based on student choice. Mathematics classes are based
on the specific Mathematics curriculum requirements in
Years 8-10.
Year 11 and 12 classes are based on student choice
within the restrictions placed by NESA or the IB
Organisation.
Further information regarding Years 7 to 10 may be
found at the Middle Years my.stpauls page.
Further information regarding Years 11 and 12 may be
found at Senior Years my.stpauls page.
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

Welcome to the 2022
academic year to all our
families and an especially
warm welcome to all those
families new to St Paul’s.
It was so pleasing to be able to start the new year
with a slightly modified Year 7 Welcome and Prefect
Induction Assembly.
Whilst the incredibly short lead time for organising the event
made things substantially more challenging than usual, it
was both very helpful and gratifying to be able to commence
the year as close to ‘normal’ as possible. Whilst we would
have preferred to extend our usual hospitality by inviting
parents to attend our assembly, we certainly hope that the
live streaming and recording of the event helped our parents
feel a part of the day. Being able to conduct the assembly has

certainly helped the Secondary School get straight into a good
‘rhythm’ even though we are operating under year cohorting
arrangements at present.
I am very pleased to let you know that our Secondary students
have done exceptionally well in coping with the changed day
to day operating conditions that exist because of the need to
base the school on year cohorts. I emailed students late last
week to thank them for the flexibility, grace and understanding
they have shown in these first few weeks.
Our newly inducted Middle Years Prefects have swung straight
into action. The prefects attended the Junior School swimming
carnival to help school staff run the event. The Secondary
School carnival is on Friday, 11th February. Strathdon under
the leadership of Mr Linfoot are looking for a third successive
victory, whilst our carnival will have a somewhat different
look this year, we are very thankful that it is able to proceed.
Hopefully the forecast rain does not eventuate. Look out for
the results of the carnival in the next edition of Revelations.
All the very best for a great 2022.
Philip Heath
Director of Students
and Family Services
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From the Office of Learning Services
Middle Years Programme
Congratulations to our
MYP students!
Students in their final year of the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) explore an area of personal interest over an extended
period. It provides them the opportunity to consolidate
their learning and develop important skills they will need in
both further education and life beyond the classroom. It also
helps them develop confidence to become principled,
lifelong learners.
Students in NESA Year 10/ MYP Year 5 work independently
with the support of a supervising teacher to complete the
Personal Project.
I would like to congratulate all students who completed their
Personal Project in 2021. Students were presented with a range
of challenges, including a term of remote learning. Despite
these challenges, our students demonstrated resilience and
determination achieving impressive results as a cohort.

Service as Action
I would also like to take this opportunity to commend the
following students. These students have already completed
their service hours and reflections for 2022. Congratulations,
this is a tremendous achievement.
Cameron Luck
Lucas Krebs
Harrison Armour
Paige Hawkes
Dominique Linfoot
Lily Connell
Ellerie Armstrong-Kearns

I would like to commend the following students who
were awarded the top marks for their projects.

Ishta Raj

Ammarah Ahmed

Geoffrey Norris

Bruntelle King

Caleb Tandy

Ruixi Shi

Elliene Smith
Guinevere Maggs
Carissa Monteleone

Lauren Cullimore
Coordinator of Middle Years
Programmes

Joash Ong
Brooke Caine
Gwendolyn Agahari
Stephanie Cobcroft
Zoe Jakobsson
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From the Mathematics
Faculty

Welcome to 2022

After School
Maths Help

Firstly, I would like to introduce our newest member, Mr David
Rajasekar who joins us after teaching at Blue Mountains
Grammar School for the last few years. Mr Rajasekar is an
ex-student of St Paul's Grammar School and is very happy to
be back.

The Mathematics staff will continue to offer after
school maths help in the Senior School Library each
Wednesday from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. All students
are welcome to attend. Please note we must be
wearing masks and remain socially distant.

This year as part of the homework for Years 7 and 8, students
will be completing a ‘weekly reflection’ which will require
students to look back at what they have learned and complete
a few questions with a parent. We are encouraging students
to engage with their parents for ten minutes or so each week
and attempt to explain the maths they have learned. The goal
of this is not only to promote learning mathematically but to
enjoy quality time with family members.
We wish everybody a successful year.
Michael Said
Head of Department - Mathematics

Mr David Rajasekar
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From Little Saints
Pre-Kindergarten

The Little Saints at St Paul’s
Grammar School have been off
to a fun, busy and successful start
to 2022.
It has been so pleasing to see their
resilience each morning as they
farewell loved ones from the gate
and independently walk in to
unpack their school bag.
They have been having lots of fun diving
into our Term 1 Unit of Inquiry all about

connecting to community and how this
supports a sense of belonging. The Little
Saints have been busy playing games
to help them learn each other’s names.
They have had some exciting
investigations into some animal visitors
here at Little Saints including green tree
frogs, grasshoppers and even some
cheeky magpies! The Little Saints have
also loved exploring our gorgeous
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outdoor playground and having their first
turn at visiting our school library.
Carmen Etherington
Coordinator of Pre-Kindergarten
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From the Dance Academy

Welcome to 2022!
My name is Catrin Phillips and I am very excited to be
fulfilling the role of Dance Academy Coordinator.
I have been a part of the St Paul’s Dance Academy for five
years as a dance tutor. Over these five years, I have greatly
enjoyed teaching a variety of dance genres and techniques to
our Dance Academy students. During that time, I have also
enjoyed working as a dancer and entertainer, alongside many
industry professionals. However, it has always been my greatest
pleasure to come back to St Paul’s, to share my knowledge and
experience with students while supporting them as they strive
toward their goals.
As we embark on another year that is affected by COVID-19,
the tutors and I are focussed on delivering the best experience
possible for all students studying dance in the Academy this year.
Please ensure that students are in good health when attending
classes. No students will be allowed to participate in Dance
Academy classes if they have any cold or flu-like symptoms.
In other news, the S8 dance room has now been relocated to the
Arts Quarter and is situated to the right of the VAPA building as
you drive into the carpark.
Catrin Phillips
Dance Academy Coordinator

Registration is
Now Open.
Any student interested in auditioning for an SPGS
Dance Company this year, can go to the Dance
Academy homepage on my.stpauls for more
information. Registration is now open.
Regular Dance Academy classes will begin in
Week 4 of Term 1, week starting Monday 14th
February.
I am very much looking forward to seeing students
back in dance classes this term.
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From the Drama Academy

Welcome Back
to School!

Drama Academy
Registration

The Drama Academy is very excited to be back
to teaching face-to-face classes this term and to
already have many students registered to attend.

If you would like to register for one of our afterschool
classes it is not too late; please visit the link below to
sign up and find information about the class.
REGISTER HERE!

We are also
very excited to
be welcoming
experienced
actress and tutor
Danielle Panayi
to our Drama
Academy team.

experience working with leading actors
and directors from both Australia and
America. Danielle has had the opportunity
to perform in several plays and short films
at NIDA, Fox Studios and many more.

Danielle is a trained film, television and
theatre actor who began acting at the
age of 7. She has trained at the National
Institution of Dramatic Arts, The Hub
Studio and Anthony Meindl's Sydney
Drama School. Since 2016 she has had

Danielle is a passionate and nurturing
educator who always aims to create a fun,
safe and supportive environment for her
students to explore their love for the arts
and grow.

Since finishing school, Danielle has
explored her love for acting through
entertaining, performing and teaching
children of all ages. She has also been
dedicating her time to completing a
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Theatre
and Performance and minoring in Film
Studies. Following the completion of this
degree, Danielle will then be completing
a Masters in Secondary Teaching majoring
in drama.
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From the Drama Academy
Continued

Looking forward to seeing you when Drama Academy classes commence in Week 4; for class days and times
please see the timetable below.
Kelsey Grimshaw
Drama Academy Coordinator
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From the Music Academy

Welcome to SPGS 2022
and to the SPGS Music Academy.
The Music Academy offers positive, rigorous and contemporary
instruction and experiences in a range of instruments, musical styles,
musical ensembles and speech and drama. The Music Academy
has two strands – The Conservatorium Programme and
The Ensembles Programme.

The Conservatorium
Programme

Kimmy Liu
Virtual Conservatorium
Concert Term 4 2021

The Conservatorium Programme offers individual tuition to
the St Paul’s community. Lessons are available on a range of
instruments and voice as well as music theory, composition
and speech and drama. Lessons are available for staff,
students as well as family members.
Conservatorium Concerts
Annually, the Conservatorium holds four concerts to provide
an opportunity for students to perform in front of a live
audience. The concerts are held in the Secondary School in
our Performance Studio PA1. Unfortunately, in 2021 some of
the concerts were cancelled due to COVID-19 and government
restrictions. In 2022, the dates for these concerts will be
(COVID-19 restrictions permitting):
Conservatorium Concert 1 (Instrumental)
Wednesday, 4th May – 6.30pm to 8.30pm

Bruno Waters
Virtual Conservatorium
Concert Term 4 2021

Conservatorium Concert 2 (Vocal)
Saturday, 7th May – 6.30pm to 8.30pm with sound checks
during the day
Conservatorium Concert 3 (Instrumental)
Wednesday, 9th November – 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Conservatorium Concert 4 (Vocal)
Saturday, 12th November – 6.30pm to 8.30pm
with sound checks during the day
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From the Music Academy
Continued

The Ensembles
Programme

The Ensembles Programme provides an opportunity for
students to choose from a range of ensembles to attend
weekly rehearsals in order to develop their musicianship,
performance and ensemble skills. Music ensembles in 2022
will commence rehearsals in Week 4
“The Saints Band”
Soundscape June 2021

The Wind Ensemble
May 2021

‘Hipnosis’ Jazz Band
Soundscape June 2021

Junior School Concert Band
April 2021

Music Academy
Staffing Update

Some of you will already know Marby
who has worked at St Paul’s for over ten
years as the Secondary Receptionist and
Records Management Officer. We warmly
welcome Marby to the VAPA team.

I would like to thank Annie Post for all
her work in 2021 supporting the Music
Academy. Annie has taken up a new
position at the Australian Museum and we
would like to wish her every happiness and
success in her new job.
I am excited to announce that Marby King
will be joining the Music Academy team
in 2022 as the Visual and Performing Arts
Assistant. Marby will be working full time
and will be on campus each weekday.
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To find out more about the
Music Academy... please visit the

Music Academy my.stpauls page
Here you can register for the
Conservatorium Programme or the
Ensembles Programme, or find out
more information about our Tutors,
as well as the types of ensembles
available and rehearsal details.
Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions regarding the
Music Academy.
Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
e. cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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FoSP
(Friends of St Paul's)
Our Crest

Design & Colour

Calling all New
Parents to the St Paul’s
Community!

Friends
of St Paul’s

The St Paul’s crest represents
the centrality of the cross to the
Christian faith and thus mission
of our school; profiled by the
rising sun symbolising our hope
and future in Christ. The crest
is made up of the central logo
with the name and motto of the
school around the diameter.
The logo should not be
redrawn, digitally manipulated
or altered. No rescaling of
the horizontal or vertical
proportions should occur.

Colours: Pantone, CMYK and RGB
versions of the St Paul’s School crest have
been created. The colour values are:

Are you keen to meet other new parents, and learn of
the inner workings of SPGS?
Colour Reverse White reverse / CMYK
crest should be reversed out of St Paul’s
Blue - PMS541

Mono / Mono Reverse To be used when
appropriate for non colour reproduction
(forms, reversed out of photographic
background) or when colour isn’t

The Friends of St Paul’s team is a group of dedicated parents,
community members and staff that meet typically on the
second Tuesday of each month with the aim to deliver a range
of events and activities that benefit St Paul’s and enhance the
student school experience.
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Our second meeting will incorporate the Annual General
Meeting and is scheduled for 1st March, where the positions
of President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Publicity
Officer and any assistants to these positions are filled.

available.
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The meetings also provide a forum for engaged discussion on
school news and insights into the latest developments, with
regular updates from St Paul’s leadership.

All are welcome! We encourage everyone to come along, to
participate and be a part of the broader school community –
we would especially love to meet as many new parents to our
school community as possible.
Please RSVP your attendance to
deanne.ash@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

First Monthly Meeting
We are looking forward to restarting our monthly
meetings in person, with the first meeting of the year to
take place in the Secondary School conference room
on Tuesday, 15th February from 7.30pm to 9.00pm.
This will be a general meeting with a special welcome
to new parents from Principal, Ian Wake.
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Local Church News

WE’RE BACK!

For inquiries, please contact us by emailing james@toms4christ.com
Hope to see you there!
You’ll find a detailed description of all of our children and adult groups at
www.toms4christ.com
Please note COVID Safe restrictions will still apply at this time, some of which are:
• Wearing of Masks inside buildings
• Record keeping for contact tracing
• Social distancing
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Anglican Parish
of Cranebrook
with Castlereagh, Jordan Springs
and Ropes Crossing
29 Callisto Drive
Cranebrook NSW 2747
Phone. (02) 4730 3434
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