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From the Principal
Over the past week, Mr Heath and
I have had the great pleasure of
interviewing our outgoing Year 12
students, as they complete their final
weeks of classes prior to commencing
their examinations next term.
It has been so encouraging to hear these
students reflect on their time at St Paul’s.
It has also been interesting to hear what
they have valued about the school and
their highlight memories. For many it has
been the camps, service-learning trips,
sport, Duke of Ed, Fire Cadets and all
the other cocurricular programs. Other
students have spoken of the care and
support they have received from their
teachers, as well as the overall positive
culture of the school. I find it extremely
heartening to see the depth of character
evident in these young people and to
hear about their hopes and dreams for
the future.
In the last week of term, our Year
12 students will complete their final
classes. Then, for the first time since the
start of the pandemic, these students
will participate in our more ‘normal’
graduation events. Last year, Year 12
students had a Drive Through Graduation
in the middle of lockdown and in 2020,
the students’ graduation was pushed
back to the end of the year. At the
completion of their examinations in Term

"Give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good.
His love endures forever."

4, we will have a final celebration for our
Year 12 students at the Valedictory Dinner.
We are so very proud of each and every
one of our Year 12 students, and look
forward to celebrating and acknowledging
their significant achievements.

Psalm 136:1

Thank you to everyone who attended the
Unveiling the Innovation Learning Centre
and Master Plan event. It was great to
hear from various speakers about how we,
as a community, can support the exciting
plans of the school. I was particularly
grateful to our Foundation Principal,
Mr Adrian Lamrock, for talking to us
about the generations of St Paul’s
families that have gone before us and
their generous contributions to the
school. This included such things as
physically building and laying mud bricks,
in addition to giving financially to The
Centre and the Arts Precinct. Now it is
our turn to continue to move the school
forward, as we have an opportunity to
give financially to the new Innovation
Learning Centre. It is so exciting that over
$300,000 has already been either directly
donated or pledged from our school
families. All donations to this appeal are
tax deductible, so if you are interested
in contributing to this important project,
you can do so by following this link
http://spgs.link/ilcevent.
What a great privilege it is to be involved
in this amazing school community.
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From the Head
of Junior School

A Busy Term
Full of
Excitement

Term 3 has been a very busy term, with many exciting things happening
in the Junior School. It has been wonderful to have excursions, camps,
incursions and parents visiting the school during the term.
I hope all our families have a relaxing break over the school holidays and I look forward
to seeing you all at the beginning of Term 4, which commences on Tuesday 11 October.

Book Week Parade
The Junior School was transformed into a world of
imagination and wonder at our annual Book Week
Parade, on Monday 29 August.
It is always a highlight in the Junior School calendar and this
year did not disappoint. Book characters came to life with the
theme ‘Dreaming With Eyes Open’, and there was an array of
colour, fun and creativity. Even ‘Macy’, the school therapy dog,
was transformed.
Author ‘Lesley Gibbes’, who is an internationally published
children’s author, visited our school on the day to read her
story, ‘Searching for Cicadas’, to our students.
A big thank you to all the students and staff for dressing up
and making it such a fun day, and to our parents who helped
with the array of amazing costumes.
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From the Head
of Junior School

HICES Athletics Carnival
On Wednesday 24 August, 47 Junior School students
represented St Paul’s at the HICES (Heads of
Independent & Co Educational Schools) Athletics
Carnival at Sydney Olympic Park.
Overall result
St Paul’s Grammar

Runner Up - Aggregate Point Score

Congratulations to all the students who attended this event.
You are to be commended for your efforts and team spirit.
The students listed below have made it through to the
CIS Athletics Carnival, which is being held on Tuesday 20
September. We wish them all the best.
Qualifying Students to the CIS Athletics Carnival
Student

Event

Barsam Hosseinzadeh Haghighi

100m

Indee Bowman

Discus

Alexander Caloia

100m

Amelia Croft

Shot Put and Discus

Levi Cross

Shot Put

Isaac D’Costa

1500m

Harrison Dunn

Shot Put and Discus

Jax McAvoy

100m

Nevin Munroe

100m

Isaac Simiana

High Jump and Long Jump

Jason Son

1500m and 800m

Emma Watson

1500m and 800m

Chloe Williams

100m, 200m and Long Jump
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From the Head
of Junior School

Year 6 Camp
Recently Year 6 participated in their three-day camp to
Canberra. Some of the exciting places they visited were
Parliament House, the Australian Institute of Sport,
Canberra Deep Space Communication Centre, Corin
Forest, Australian Electoral Education Centre and
Questacon. One particular highlight of the trip was
the snow play at Corin Forest.

"The snowball fights at Corin Forest
were lots of fun."
Alia.
The students participated in a parliamentary role play at
Parliament House, where they took on the roles of the coalition,
opposition, cross bench and other parliamentary officials.

Wild At Art 2022
Students from Kindergarten to
Year 6 (aged between 5 and 12
years) are invited to enter the
national competition Wild At Art
2022. Students need to create an
artwork featuring native Australian
threatened animal species or plants.

“I liked ringing the bell as the Clerk in our role
play at Parliament House,”
Giselle
This camp was a wonderful way to sum up our Unit of Inquiry,
investigating the Central Idea: Decision making impacts the
rights and freedoms of citizens.
To spark students’ interest in our upcoming exploration into
how Earth is part of a complex and changing Universe, the
Deep Space Communication Centre provided students with
an interactive experience. They were able to view the largest
steerable parabolic dish antenna in the southern hemisphere,
with a diameter of 70m. One student stated, “Seeing the dish
was awesome!”
Students and teachers alike enjoyed this valuable time in
connecting with one another.

The Junior School will be holding
a pop-up exhibition of all submitted
artworks, with prizes to be awarded
within each Stage:

•P
 rize Announcements – Monday 7
November
• SPGS Pop-Up Exhibition – Tuesday 8
November to Friday 11 November

Early Stage 1 – Kindergarten
Stage 1 – Years 1 & 2
Stage 2 – Years 3 & 4
Stage 3 – Years 5 & 6

We are very excited to celebrate the
wonderful creativity of our Junior School
students through this event.

•A
 rtworks need to be submitted before
Wednesday 19 October to the Junior
School office.
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Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Year 12 Early
University
Offers and Final
Examinations
We congratulate a number of
Year 12 students, as they have
already received early university
entry offers.
HSC students have access to their
individualised final timetables through
NESA students online. The final 2022
HSC written examination timetable is
available here.
IB Diploma students have received
personalised individual timetables.

The final 2022 IB Diploma written
examination timetable is available here.
Final examinations will be held in the
Secondary School Library in a similar
arrangement to the trial examinations.
In general, final morning examinations
will commence at 9:25am and final
afternoon examinations will commence
at 1:55pm. Students will need to be at
the Secondary School Library no later
than 15 minutes before an examination
is scheduled to commence. Students
who are late to examinations do not
receive extra time.
We encourage all Year 12 students to
ensure that they:
•C
 omplete course requirements in
all subjects
• Revise their work thoroughly
• Focus on understanding content ahead
of simply recalling information

•P
 ractice past examination papers
– links to past examinations may
be found on the Learning Services
my.stpauls page.
• Past HSC examinations may be
found here
• Past IB Diploma examinations may be
found in an exam folder on this page.
Final HSC results will be available
on Thursday 15 December 2022 to
students through NESA students online.
HSC students will be able to receive
university offers in the December and
following offer rounds.
Final IB Diploma results will be available
on Tuesday 3 January 2023 through the
IB Diploma Candidates site. IB Diploma
students will be able to receive university
offers in the January and following
offer rounds.

Year 12 Holiday Study Camps
– Last Chance to Register
Each year, various organisations run study camps
to support Year 12 students, as they prepare for
their final examinations.
Crusader Union are offering holiday revision camps
specifically for HSC and IB Diploma students in Year 12.
The school cannot endorse these courses, but students
may be keen to attend.

Brochures for these camps are available from the
Student Services Office and students can book directly
online. Over past years, St Paul’s Year 12 students have
found these camps especially helpful as a good balance
between study and recreation. The camps are often
supported by staff who are only a few years into
a tertiary degree and hence able to relate to the
pressures of current Year 12 students.
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From the Director of
Learning Services

HSC resources for upcoming examinations
From 26-30 September 2022,
Western Sydney University
is offering a range of online
study sessions to assist Year 12
students in their preparations
for the HSC.
Delivered by highly qualified senior
teachers and experienced markers,
26 free sessions across 14 key HSC
subject areas will include content

analysis, tips and strategies, and a
detailed exploration of key syllabus
and curriculum areas. Students will also
have the opportunity to sit a practice
exam and deconstruction, with
feedback and advice from experts.
These HSC study sessions are offered
in partnership with leading education
services and provider InspirationED.
Sessions are available to all Year 12
students. To register, please click the
link that follows.

www.westernsydney.edu.au/
hscstudysessions
Additional online HSC resources are
available including:
• The State Library of NSW HSC
resource page
• The Sydney Morning Herald HSC
guide.
Note: These resources are also helpful
for IB Diploma students.

Year 12 School Recommendation
Scheme (SRS) for University Entry
A number of universities make early offers of university
places in early December based on school recommendations.
Some of these offers are unconditional, meaning they are
made regardless of the marks achieved in final examinations
and ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank). Other offers
are conditional on the results obtained by students.
We encourage all Year 12 students who plan to study at
university in 2023 to complete an SRS application. Students
can do this through their UAC (University Admissions Centre)

registration. They should also email me to advise that they
have completed an SRS application and let me know their
course preferences so that I can support their application. IB
Diploma students are required to upload their Year 11 Yearly
report as part of this process. Some universities also require
other support material to be uploaded. The school cannot do
this on behalf of students. Further information on the SRS may
be found here.
SRS applications for the December
round of offers close on 19 September.
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Year 12 Educational
Access Scheme (EAS)
for Disrupted Schooling
Each year UAC also opens a process by which students
whose schooling has been affected by situations beyond
their control may apply for special consideration.
Factors considered are:
Disrupted schooling

Financial hardship

Severe family
disruption

Excessive family
responsibilities

English language difficulty

Personal illness/disability

Refugee status

School environment

The scheme does not apply to general COVID-related
impact, which is being dealt with holistically by NESA and the
IB Organisation.
Students or families who believe that they may be eligible
for an aspect of the Educational Access Scheme are strongly
encouraged to speak with me to allow me to guide, advise
and support applications. Such discussions are always treated
confidentially.

Contacting Secondary
School Teachers
Parent/teacher events were held earlier in the
year to allow parents to meet with teachers to
discuss student progress.
Parents are also able to contact teachers through
my.stpauls by selecting their child’s information and
clicking on the email icon for teachers (an example
of the way parents can contact me is shown below).

Parents are always welcome to contact teachers,
Heads of Department, Heads of House, the Acting
Coordinator of Middle Years Programmes or myself
to discuss student progress and welfare. It is not
necessary to wait until a formal parent/teacher
interview event if questions regarding progress,
achievement, or wellbeing arise.
Mr Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
E: antony.mayrhofer@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Further information regarding EAS may be found here.
EAS applications for the December round of offers close on
22 November.
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

Important Notice for School
Bus Travellers
Since the last edition of
Revelations, I have been
contacted by some of our
school bus drivers, who have
expressed their concern over
an increasing number of
students who are not using an
Opal card to tap on and off for
their daily bus travel to and
from school.

This is something that needs to
be rectified quickly. Firstly, there is
the obvious financial impact on the
bus companies concerned, as they
are not being fully compensated
for the extent of the services they
are providing. Secondly, there are
potential negative consequences
for our school, as data from tapping
on/off is used to determine the
future allocation of buses to our
school routes. The current data is
likely to underestimate the need

Students Requiring
Extended Leave
from School
From time to time, students may need to
take extended leave during the school term.
This type of leave must be approved by the
Principal, prior to the leave being taken.
A retrospective parent explanation, like other types
of leave, is not acceptable. If this situation arises
for your family, you can access the application form
on my.stpauls via the following link my.stpauls
- Parent Policies (found in parent services –
policies – application for extended leave). This is
an on-line fillable form which, when completed,
is automatically emailed to the school’s absence
mailbox. It will then be actioned by the appropriate
staff members. This policy applies to students in
Years K to 10 for 3 or more days leave, and Years 11
and 12 for 2 or more days leave.
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for full buses to and from St Paul’s,
which may result in a decrease of
bus services for our students. I have
reminded students of the importance
of tapping on/off at our fortnightly
assemblies, but if this could be
reinforced at home too, it would be
greatly appreciated. Should your
son or daughter have lost their card,
a new one can be ordered from the
Transport NSW site.

Final results from our
Secondary School
Athletics Carnival.
Finally, I am pleased to be able to convey the
overall results from our Secondary School
Athletics Carnival.
This year saw the fourth different winner of the
carnival in as many years. Claremont performed
well to finish in third position, with last year’s winner,
Wilberforce, doing a great job to finish second.
This year’s champion of the track and field was
Castlereagh, so congratulations to all students in
this house. We now have a very excited Head of
House, Miss Paragalli!
With this being the last edition of Revelations
for this term, I hope all our families have a great
holiday break.
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From the Office of Learning Services
Middle Years Programme

Real world learning
experiences in
the Design
Department
The IB Middle Years Programme
values learning that is embedded
in a Global Context and focuses on
key concepts.
This inquiry-based and concept-driven
learning aims to develop students, as
they build the skills and characteristics
that will equip them for their future,
whatever that may hold. MYP students
have real world learning opportunities
across all subjects, which help to engage

students and make learning meaningful.
It is this fantastic inquiry-based learning
environment that makes St Paul’s such
a dynamic place of education.
In Year 8 / MYP Year 3, some of our
students have been studying Design
(Engineered Systems). They have
developed their problem-solving
skills and critical thinking skills, as
they consider solutions to a local issue,
the recent flooding of the Hawkesbury
River Bridge in North Richmond.
Students have considered whether
there is a need for iterative design
through engineering development.
They have examined scientific
principles and how humans have
used these through the development
of new products and their functionality.
Students have also examined
scientific and technical innovations
and developments, which led
them to consider the following
design challenge:

Aerial view of the Hawkesbury River and proposed location for new bridge. Image available at
https://www.google.com/maps/search/hawkesbury+river+bridge+google+maps 7th September, 2022
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Hawkesbury council has asked you
to design a bridge to cross the
Hawkesbury river in the location
shown. The river is 150 metres wide
and can flow quickly after heavy
rain. The bridge needs to support
the weight of local traffic, which is
estimated at 4000kg. The council
is also carefully considering the
bridge's appearance.
Students have used computer aided
design drawing software to develop
their design ideas and create a range of
interesting, functional, and aesthetically
pleasing designs. They have studied
different types of bridge designs and
engineering systems, as they developed
their solution to the design brief.
Their drawing and design skills can be
seen below and are very impressive for
Year 8 / MYP Year 3 students. Such an
engaging task and great work from our
Year 8 designers!

Year 8 / MYP Year 3 CAD drawings and design solutions for a new
Hawkesbury River Bridge.
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From the Office of Learning Services
Middle Years Programme

ICAS School
Competitions
This term we have had a number
of students from Years 7 – 11
participating in ICAS School
Competitions in English, Mathematics,
Science and Digital Technologies.
ICAS is a competition that inspires,
celebrates and challenges millions of
school students across Australia, New
Zealand and the world. The competition
questions are set in modern and realworld scenarios, where school students
are assessed on their ability to apply
classroom learning to new contexts,
using higher-order thinking and problemsolving skills. I would like to commend the
following students on their participation
in ICAS competitions this term:

NAPLAN Results
Students in Year 7 and Year 9 were
issued with their NAPLAN results to
take home to parents on 1 September
and 2 September.

ICAS Competitions Participants
Harrison Balkin
Nicholas Barrett
Evelyn Damrak-Wildman
Faith Hemmings
Joshua Johnston
Youyan Wang
Niklas Belinic-Barnett
Nick Glurjidze
Alexandra Stevanovic
Bradley Maxwell
Alice de Zwaan
Siraash Sujindran
Saisha Nariani
Siraashna Sujindran

The NAPLAN results envelope included an individual student report,
an additional student report, and a letter to parents. Overall, our
students did very well, with many results at the top end of the scale.
Should you have any further enquiries regarding the NAPLAN 2022
package, you can email naplan.nsw@nesa.nsw.edu.au or you can
email me at megan.johnny@stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Megan Johnny
Acting Coordinator
of Middle Years Programme
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From the Music Academy

Music Academy
Ensembles Programme
The SPGS Music Academy is delighted to announce
the inaugural Junior School ‘Concert Band Carnivàle’,
which will take place on Thursday 20 October (Term
4 Week 2) in the Senior School Arts Quarter.
This annual fun day for Concert Band students is designed
to inspire students through music, and to develop ensemble
and instrumental skills. Students will participate in intensive rehearsals, musical
games, collaborative workshops and will also be led by a visiting guest conductor
for part of the day. More information will be available closer to the event date.
Registrations are currently open for SPGS Music Ensembles.
Please see below for information about how to register.

Music Academy
Conservatorium
Programme
Hawkesbury Eisteddfod Speech
& Drama Results – Lyn Sibley

The Hawkesbury Eisteddfod for
Speech and Drama was held on
Saturday 13 August.

Zayn Ahmed (Year 5) excelled
himself with 1st Place in the Prepared
Reading, two Poetry Recitations and
The Character Sketch in Costume.

As the teacher of St Paul’s Speech
and Drama students, it was with
great delight that I watched St Paul’s
students be awarded places in all of
the sections that they entered.

I would like to congratulate all my
students, as they gave their parents
and me an awe-inspiring day.
Thank You - Lynette Sibley

Ridhi Nallapapagari (Year 1)
won the day with 1st Place for both
of her Poetry Recitations, 2nd Place
for the Prepared Reading Section
and 3rd Place for Nursery Rhyme
in Costume.
Maahi Kotera (Year 4) was delighted
with 1st Place and 3rd Place for her
two Poetry Recitations.

Lyn Sibley
SPGS Speech & Drama Teacher
/BA Theatre (Theory & Practice)
/Dip. Ed (Drama & English)
/Associate Dip. (Speech & Drama)

Kushal Nallapapagari (Year 4) was
awarded 3rd place for his two Poetry
Recitations, 3rd Place for his Prepared
Reading, and 2nd Place for his
Prepared Speech.
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Spaces are currently available for
Speech & Drama lessons with Mrs
Lynette Sibley.
Lyn specialises in teaching Speech
and Drama, with her qualifications
including a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre
Theory and Practice, a Diploma of
Education in Drama and English,
and an Associate Diploma in Speech
and Drama. With over twenty years
of teaching experience, Lyn has
enabled many students to achieve
highly in the Australian Music
Education Board, Trinity College and
the Australian Speech Communication
Association exams.
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From the Music Academy
Continued

To find out
more about the
Music Academy
Please visit the Music
Academy my.stpauls page
https://my.stpauls.nsw.edu.au/
homepage/1701/
Here you can register for the
Conservatorium Programme
or the Ensembles Programme,
or find out more information
about our Tutors, as well as the
types of ensembles available
and rehearsal details.
Direct links
To register for a music
ensemble, you can access
the Music Academy here:
http://my.stpauls.nsw.edu.au/
homepage/code/CB
You can see the How do I
register for music lessons or
to join a music ensemble?
Instructional video for a stepby-step guide to register
OR Go directly to:
Music Academy Programs/
Music Academy Ensembles/
Registration/Ensembles
Program Registration Form

Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
e. cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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From the Drama Academy

Ovations 2022 is the
St Paul’s Drama Academy’s
showcase and is being held
on 24 October at the
Joan Sutherland Centre.
Students in both cocurricular
and curriculum Drama from
Pre-K to Year 12 are now busy
learning lines, gaining an
understanding of ‘blocking
a scene’, developing characters,
and becoming excited about
the prospect of performing
for family and friends in
a professional environment.
Please save the date for this
wonderful event. Ticket details
will be released shortly.
Mrs Tuting and Mrs McElrea
Drama Teachers
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From the Careers Guidance
Counsellor

Year 10 Work Experience
Recently I sent an email to parents
of Year 10 students regarding
the postponement of Work
Experience. Students will now
be expected to be at their
workplace from 14 November
to 18 November inclusive.
You can assist your child in finding
a placement by reaching out to the
following: your own friends and family,
charity networks, church networks,
local councils and volunteer agencies.
However, if your child is unable to find a
placement, please ask them to email me
to book a time to meet to discuss the
options available. If necessary, I am more
than happy to cold canvass or use my
own contacts. I have already contacted
students via email several times
regarding this and have also stipulated
the following deadline:
All Work Experience documentation is

to be completed and given to me for
processing by Tuesday 20 September.
I am aware that some industries, due
to privacy and risk, are unable to place
students. These include emergency
services, medical and psychological
related fields. In such cases, I can discuss
suitable alternatives with students.

"...if your child is unable to
find a placement, please
ask them to email me to book
a time to meet to discuss the
options available."
Work Experience can also provide
an opportunity for students to gain
casual employment. If your child is in
search of casual employment, I can
assist with finding Work Experience
placements for students at their
desired place of casual employment.
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If you, or someone you know is willing
to host a student, please contact me
as soon as possible. Such assistance is
very much appreciated. Please email me
with the industry sector, a contact name,
email address and phone number so that
I have the necessary details for a student
to apply.
Please click on the following link to
find all the necessary documentation
required for Work Experience my.stpauls
- Year 10 Careers. This link also provides
information on careers webinars, holiday
workshop programs, and potential Work
Experience opportunities.
If you need to discuss any issues relating
to Work Experience, please do not
hesitate to contact me at mona.moon@
stpauls.nsw.edu.au

Mona Moon
Careers Guidance Counsellor
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From Friends of St Paul's

BOOKING DETAILS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
COMING SOON!
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