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From the Principal
Our thoughts and prayers are with our school families
and wider community who have been impacted by the
extreme weather event we have just experienced and
the resulting floods.
Our school grounds and buildings have ‘weathered the storm’
relatively well with only some minor leaks in some areas of the
school. Over the past year, considerable work has been done
improving drainage around buildings and re-roofing a number
of buildings, particularly in the Junior School. It is pleasing
to see the positive impact of this, particularly given the large
amount of rain that we have experienced.
My thanks once again to the school community for your
support and understanding as we closed the school on
Monday last week and opened on Tuesday for supervision only.
The situation in the local area around the school was such that
the safety of staff and students could not be assured as many
local roads were closed fully or partially.
It was wonderful to welcome parents to the recent Secondary
School Principal’s Assembly last week and to welcome back
to the school many of our 2020 Year 12 graduates and their
families. I found it particularly interesting to hear about the
many diverse university courses and employment pathways
that they are embarking upon.

As we approach Easter it is timely to pause and consider the
amazing message of the cross. In a world that continues to
be uncertain, the knowledge that there is a God in whom
we can place our trust is so significant and comforting. This
God demonstrated his incredible love for us through Jesus’
death on the cross and he demonstrated his power by
Jesus’s resurrection three days after his death. The death and
resurrection of Jesus is the centre of the Christian faith.
I do hope you and your family will have a lovely Easter and
have an opportunity to experience some rest and relaxation.
Ian Wake
Principal

Parents and families are welcome to attend our upcoming
whole school Easter Chapel on Thursday morning. If you are
planning to attend you will need to book in via trybooking and
do the usual QR code and sign-in before entering The Centre.
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The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know you are looking for Jesus,
who was crucified. He is not here, he has risen,
just as he said. Come and see the place where
he lay. Then go quickly and tell the disciples:
‘he has risen from the dead and is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’
Now I have told you.”
				Matthew 28: 5-7
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From the
School Chaplains
Easter 2021
Easter’s just around the corner, and it’s my favourite time of the year!
Not only is the Darrell Lea Nougat Easter Egg on the shelves and autumn in the air, but it is again time to remember the massive
thing that Jesus has done for us, in His death and resurrection.
I wonder what you make of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead?
This year, The Gospel Coalition (Australia) has developed an online advertising campaign asking the question “Jesus: History’s
biggest hoax?” The three-minute YouTube video explores this idea and puts the resurrection at front and centre (you can find
the video on the Chaplain’s page on mystpauls). It offers a compelling argument to ground Jesus’ resurrection in real history and
points to a web-page that an interested audience can access to explore these ideas in more depth.
More than just the reality of Jesus resurrection as historical fact, is the hope that it brings. Hope of a light in the darkness, new life
from death and assurance in the now for a better future yet to come.
We are praying each day for those of us in our school community and local communities affected by the recent floods. We hope
that Easter can provide a bit of hope, and joy, in this difficult time.
We’re very excited to be meeting together as a whole school for the first time in ages at Easter Chapel! We’ll explore the
greatest commandment and the closeness of Jesus demonstrated in his love for us. Hopefully we’ll know Him better than we did
last Easter as we do so together. We hope you can join us!
Have a great Easter and a safe, restful holiday.
Matt Palmer
Senior Chaplain
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From the Head
of Junior School

Parent/Teacher Interviews
By now parents would have received information
regarding the changed date of the Semester 1 Junior
School Parent/Teacher Interviews.
The date for this event has been rescheduled to Monday, 26th
April 2021 (Monday, Week 2, Term 2).
The original bookings have been transferred to this new date.
Parents are advised to check if they need to make changes to
the original times for the new date. Please contact the Junior
School Office if you need assistance in this regard.

Easter
We have had a wonderful term and everyone is looking
forward to a rest over the holiday period.
A particular highlight for me was when restrictions lifted to
allow parents to return to the campus. I think this is because I
certainly was missing the day-to-day interaction with parents
and the sense of community which is very much part of who we
are.
As we approach Easter, I am even more aware of the
significance of connection. Last Easter just didn’t seem the
same for me. My family and I attended church by zoom and
exchanged eggs, but I certainly missed meeting up with friends
and celebrating together. I think there are many words that
could sum up Easter and perhaps one word is not enough
to adequately describe the profundity of the death and
resurrection of Jesus.
When I consider what God has done for us perhaps
relationship might be an appropriate place to start. For Jesus
died and rose again so that we could have relationship with
God. And for that I am truly grateful.

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
					

Romans 5: 8

Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Impact of Recent Flooding on Secondary School
Student Learning
The recent floods resulted in the school closing for a day and then progressively returning to full operation.
During this transition, secondary school teachers posted work on my.stpauls that was manageable for students both at school,
in class and those unable to be at school physically. Some students, unable to be at school due to flooding, were without power
or internet for several days so our approach was to provide work through my.stpauls that all students could achieve when they
had the opportunity to do so. This included posting video guides, screencasts and other interactive activities. Teachers also
encouraged students to reach out for assistance by email if they had any difficulties with work.
Any senior Secondary School student who was flood-affected can apply for misadventure consideration for assessment tasks.

Principal’s Assembly and Year 12, 2020 Success
Last Friday 26th March, we were excited to welcome back many of our Year 12, 2020 students and their parents
to celebrate their success before the school community in the first Principal’s Assembly for the year.
This assembly was followed by a morning tea, enabling students and parents to enjoy their last opportunity to meet as a school
cohort. The assembly was recorded for the families who were unable to be present in person. In the next Revelations we will
publish a list of the Year 12 post-school destinations. The assembly also allowed us the opportunity to celebrate the achievement
of current students in the school across a variety of curricula and co-curricular areas.

Years 7 and 12 Face-to-Face Parent/Teacher Interviews
Rescheduled
Due to the recent flooding in the area, Years 7 and 12 Face-to-Face Parent/Teacher Interviews have been
rescheduled.
These face-to-face interviews will now take place on Day 2 of Term 2, Thursday 22nd April from 3:30pm - 8:30pm. We ask that
parents who met teachers online on 30th March not book a second interview with the teacher, enabling parents who opted for
the face-to-face interviews to book a place.
Face-to-face parent/teacher interviews take place in the Secondary School Centre, enabling the school to maximise social
distancing. As families arrive (at least ten minutes prior to their first interview) they will be required to sign in and use the Service
NSW App to register their presence at the school. Of course, anyone with flu-like symptoms or awaiting a COVID test result must
not come to the parent/teacher evening.
Last Tuesday, 30th March, we held our first virtual parent/teacher meeting using Microsoft Teams. A link to the meeting was
emailed to parents on the day of the interviews. Parents who have not used Teams before needed to download a software
package before the meetings commenced. This is a secure service. We anticipate continuing to use this software for the
remainder of the virtual parent/teacher interviews this year.
To book interviews, parents simply need to log onto my.stpauls and click on the interviews icon as below. We notify parents in
each year group when the interviews open for booking.
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From the Director of
Learning Services Continued

Future parent teacher/interviews will be held as follows:
• Years 9 and 10 Face-to-Face: Wednesday, 2nd June
• Years 9 and 10 Online: Thursday, 10th June
• Years 8 and 11 Face-to-Face: Wednesday, 11th August
• Years 8 and 11 Online: Thursday, 19th August
These dates are also listed on the my.stpauls calendar.
Some teachers will not be available for some parent/teacher meetings. Where parents are unable to attend or speak with a
teacher, they can contact any teacher through my.stpauls by selecting their child’s information and clicking on the email icon for
teachers (an example for the way parents can contact me is pictured below).

Of course, parents are always welcome to contact teachers, Heads of Department, Heads of House or myself to discuss student
progress and welfare. They do not need to wait until a formal parent/teacher interview event if they have questions regarding
progress, achievement or wellbeing.

Assessment Updates for IB Diploma Students
Years 11 and 12 assessment information for all students is published on my.stpauls on the Learning Services pages.
Years 11 and 12 students and their parents can access current assessment outlines and calendars. These are updated through the
year as required.
Due to the global impact of COVID-19, the IB has updated information regarding curriculum and assessment for students in
the current Years 11 and 12. Information regarding this is being placed onto my.stpauls. Teachers are advising students of the
implications of these changes in individual subjects.

Year 11 Assessment Calendars
Year 11 Assessment calendars are now available on my.stpauls.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any teaching or learning enquiries.
Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
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From the
Secondary School Library

Premier's Reading Challenge
We are delighted that further students have been recognised for their diligent completion of the Premier’s
Reading Challenge.
Henry Gardiner, Harrison Armour, Finn Mansley and Arabella Logan were given their certificates by Mrs Grace Kim at a recent
assembly. Anastacia Whalen was later presented her award by Miss Hannah Heath.

Middle Years Programme Information
In response to the recent situation with floods, the Middle Years assessment calendar has been updated.
The revised version can be found in my.stpauls -> Learning Services -> MYP / NESA – Years 7 to 10 after clicking on the
Assessment / Examinations tile. This calendar highlights some important tasks which are scheduled on particular dates. In many
subjects, summative work is assessed on an ongoing basis and all teachers consolidate their professional judgments about
student achievement by considering classroom observations and other formative opportunities that students have in which
to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skill development. As it says in our Assessment and Reporting Policy, “Any
submission for an extension of time must be accompanied by documentation and is submitted in the first instance to the Head
of Department, preferably well before the due date. Extensions will not automatically be granted and the Head of Department
may want to see the work completed to that point. Extensions will only be issued in exceptional circumstances. When granting
extensions, the Head of Department will copy the Coordinator of Middle Years Programmes into the email correspondence.” Due
to the extraordinary disruption caused by the floods, to streamline the process, I emailed all parents of Middle Years students to
ask that requests about particular assessment tasks be sent to the class teacher, to the relevant Head of Department and to me
and if multiple tasks cannot be completed, it is fine for parents to write directly to me. We continue to pray for everyone who has
been negatively impacted.
Parents and students who want to see summaries of Middle Years curriculum planning may visit the same MYP / NESA Years
7 to 10 space in my.stpauls, and then click on the MYP Subject Group Overviews (NESA Scope and Sequences) tile. Each unit
of work (programme) taught in the Middle Years is framed by a Statement of Inquiry that combines one of the sixteen IB Key
Concepts (Aesthetics, Change, Communication, Communities, Connections, Creativity, Culture, Development, Form, Global
interactions, Identity, Logic, Perspective, Relationships, Systems, and Time, place and space) with one to three subject-specific IB
Related Concepts and an Exploration from one of the six IB Global Contexts (Scientific and technical innovation, Identities and
relationships, Personal and cultural expression, Fairness and development, Orientation in space and time, and Globalisation and
sustainability. Summative assessment tasks are designed so that students can show the extent to which they have a sophisticated
appreciation of the Statement of Inquiry and can apply what they have been learning.
Dr Mary Robyn
Head of the Secondary School Library and Coordinator of Middle Years Programmes
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

Walk The Talk Programme Update
Our Year 9 students have wasted no time in going to work on the practical component of their ‘Walk the Talk’
programme for 2021, with the organisation of an Easter Egg fundraiser in support of The Haven Women’s
Shelter.
Students from Year 9 have kindly donated Easter Eggs and have been selling them to our students. At the recent Middle Years
prefect meeting I had flashbacks to Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory having seen our prefects hard at work bundling up
the Easter Eggs ready for delivery this week. At the time of writing, the prefects had raised over $100, however sales were still
being taken so this figure will grow.

Secondary School Cross Country Carnival
This week we will be conducting our second sporting carnival for the year with the running of our Cross
Country event.
This will take place on the last day of term. After not being able to hold most carnivals last year we are certainly looking forward
to doing so this year. The big question on everyone's lips is will Strathdon House be able to capitalise on its recent success in the
swimming pool, or will one of our traditionally land-loving houses such as Claremont or Wilberforce start to shine. The Secondary
School Cross Country carnival follows that of the Junior School which was run today. I would like to thank our Middle Years
prefects who assisted Junior School Staff with the running of the carnival.

End of Term
As Term 1 draws to a close and the term break commences with Easter, I would like to wish all our families a
very blessed Easter as we take time to reflect on the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.
For those amongst our community who are able to have some time away over the upcoming break, I hope you have a really
enjoyable and relaxing time with your family and friends.
Philip Heath
Director of Students and Family Services
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From the Dance Academy

Congratulations to all Dancers on an Excellent Term 1
It has been great to see so many students return to face-to-face dance classes and we are very much looking
forward to hosting our mid-year and end-of-year dance showcases again in 2021!
As we prepare for Ricochet21, I would like to remind students of the importance of wearing the correct footwear in dance classes.
It is essential that students train and rehearsal in appropriate dance shoes for the style.
More information regarding Ricochet21 will be released in Term 2, 2021.
Important showcase dates:
Ricochet 4th June
Sojourn 4th and 5th November

Spotlight on the SPGS
Ballet Company
Student Interview:
Ilaria Sinka, Year 11 IBDP Dance Student and Ballet
company member.

SPGS Ballet Tutor:
Sierra Mann

SPGS Ballet Company members 2021:
Ilaria Sinka (Year 11), Ellie Smith (Year 10), Amelia O’Rourke
(Year 8), Anastacia Whalen (Year 8) and Sienna Kitchener.

How excited where you to hear the Dance Academy
was starting a Ballet company?
I was very excited! Ballet is my favourite style of dance; it is
such an important style. Ballet really is the foundation of dance
movement. I have been a part of the company programme
for a few years - in the jazz and contemporary companies. So,
when the opportunity came to audition for the ballet company
I was keen to challenge myself and try out.

What do you most enjoy about the Ballet company?
That is tricky as there are lots of things I enjoy. However, I think
the thing I enjoy most is working with the other girls. There
are only five of us but we are all extremely motivated and
passionate about ballet. It’s really nice to work with like-minded
people. The class just has a really nice atmosphere.
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From the Dance Academy

Are there things you find challenging as a dancer?
YES! The 7:30am start… can I say that? Wearing pointe shoes at 7:30am is hard work. Your feet are cold, and it can hurt. And the
choreography we are working with really pushes us. It is challenging movement.

You have had two tutors who have both danced in professional ballet companies. What is it like working with
industry professionals? What have you learnt?
They really understand you. They understand the pain, the struggles, and challenges that you have as a dancer and they know
what to say to make you push through that. The way they teach and choreograph is very particular - they want every shape,
every line, and every detail to be a certain way. They have a vision and that is how they want it to look. It is very inspiring to have
teachers like this.

Tell us about the piece you are working on for Ricochet?
It is new and challenging - I have never danced ballet like this before. It is very demanding as it includes a lot of contemporary
dance and neoclassical ballet movements. The arm lines and transitions are not what I am used to so sometimes it is very hard. I
have to focus and rehearse to ensure I get it right.
It is very exciting trying something new and I can’t wait to perform at Ricochet.
Mrs Lauren Cullimore
Coordinator of Dance
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From the Music Academy

Curriculum Music
Congratulations to Year 12 HSC and IB Music students who completed their half-yearly Circa I recordings for
assessment recently.
Students were professionally recorded and filmed performing their music. They were assessed on their technical capabilities,
stylistic understanding, personal expression and performance quality. Special thanks to Rode Microphones for their sponsorship
of the event - RØDE Microphones. The students will be performing live in May and again in August. More information will be
provided closer to the performance dates.

Year 12 Music are:

Grace Heckenberg (IB)
Juliette Ruming (IB)
Lauren Hogan (IB)
Richard Norris (HSC Music 2)
Robert Brandenburg (HSC Music 2)
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From the Music Academy
Continued

Music Academy Ensembles
Programme
Congratulations to the 7-12 String Ensemble and to The
Céilí Band who performed at the Principal’s Assembly
which was held on Friday, 26th March.
It was fantastic to see live music being performed again at St
Paul’s.

To find out more about the Music Academy please visit the Music Academy my.stpauls page. Here you can register for the
Conservatorium Programme or the Ensembles Programme, or find out more information about our Tutors, as well as the types of
ensembles available and rehearsal details.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the Music Academy.
Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
02 4776 4846
cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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From the English Faculty

UN Youth NSW State Conference
On the 13th and 14th of March, Telaan Dias in Year 11IB had the privilege of attending the UN Youth NSW
State Conference.
He attended as part of the IB CAS program. This event saw over 250 people come together from across the state to discuss the
issue of global health.

In the words of Telaan himself…
“I attended a variety of workshops in small groups, brainstorming the ways that health crises
can be approached and solved. For example, I investigated how both organisations and
governmental bodies can work to approach the issue of mental health and accessibility. I also
investigated the topic of intersectionality between minority groups and health outcomes.
There was also an expert speaker panel on the day, who was there to answer some selected
questions from students. This panel included Professor Greg Fox, Tammana Adbi, Professor
Ben Marias and Maddison O’Gradey Lee. These are four specialised health professionals who
led a discussion on the importance of taking a holistic and culturally informed response to
global health issues, focusing on demographic contexts and nuances. In the IB spirit of inquiry
I put to the panel one of two questions chosen: “Who should have the highest priority from the
government for free, universal health care?” which received many interesting responses.
Furthermore, I worked with others to be part of an Interactive Problem Solving (IPS) activity. In
this, I was a member of the World Health Organization council, working to solve a simulated
avian flu outbreak on the Kiribati islands. I was chosen to represent the WHO in talks about the
situation with the other governmental bodies considering the issue. The council successfully
concluded to implement several protections against the new outbreak which would prevent any
further spread.
On the second day, I was part of two model UN debates as part of the Social and Humanitarian
Committee - representing the Netherlands. I worked to ensure everyone felt welcomed in our
first debate, on the topic of Universal Health Care. This wasn't an easy topic, but I tried hard to
create amendments to the legislation in the best interests of my nation and the broader global
community. I experienced challenge with not being able to move around to discuss, as well as
lacking a microphone!
Following this, in the final vote, I allied with over 20 nation delegates to pass this legislation
with a clear majority. Following this, I was part of an interactive activity about how I and other
young people in the room felt about important topics in our future(s). This was part of a larger
consultation to the Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations, Lucy Stronach. I was
offered a private meeting with Lucy and we worked through a thinking routine on how to solve
the issue our small group chose to investigate - reducing inequalities. I shared my personal
story with her and worked to create physical change for youth across Australia and the world.
The document with solutions I devised will be sent to governments, NGO’s, and the broader
international community later this year.
After that, we had an impromptu debate on youth mental health. In the IB spirit of being a risk
taker, I volunteered to introduce the legislation to the entire panel (over 50 people) and take
questions afterwards. I fostered collaboration and a positive environment which led to the
passing of this resolution in the end. As a result of my enthusiasm and ability at conference, I was
invited to represent NSW in the national conference later this year (1 out of over 200 people) - a
significant success for my CAS experience.”

Congratulations Telaan!

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 71

12

Church News
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Church News

Tai Chi, High Tea, Tech Help & Talks
A Festival for Seniors
Growing older can be a daunting, and sometimes isolating, experience especially when we don’t know what
services we are entitled to or what help is available in our local area.
That’s why, in conjunction with Penrith City Council’s Reimagine Ageing Festival, St Thomas’ Anglican Church, Cranebrook (29
Callisto Drive Cranebrook) is hosting 9 FREE events for seniors from 19-29 April.
For more information visit www.toms4christ.com under Whats on/events or call us on 4730 3434 (Monday-Friday 10:00am-2:00pm).

Colin Buchanan is coming to TOMS church!
TOMS is excited to be able to host Colin Buchanan on Sunday 2 May at 2pm!!
Colin is well known for his hosting role on Play School and a successful career in Australian country music, but most of all as
Australia's premier Christian children's music performer.
His shows are always full of fun and energy, and we look forward to hosting him on the first Sunday in May.
Tickets are limited, so please check out the link to Colin's Facebook page for more information, or visit https://tinyurl.com/
ColinAtTOMS.
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