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From the Principal
Welcome back to a new term at St Paul’s.
This term is certainly shaping up to be both exciting and
challenging as we commence the transition from remote
learning to having students back on site. We are looking
forward to the return of both students and staff. Nearly all staff
will return to the school site from Monday, 18th and as you
are already ware all students will be back from Monday, 25th
October.

As well as planning for the return of students and staff to site
we also are planning for an exciting 2022. I remain so very
grateful for the ongoing support of our wonderful school
community and look forward to working together as we
progress to the end of the year.

Much planning is happening in the background as we develop
and update our COVID-19 safe plan as new information and
guidelines are received from NSW Health. Essentially, across
the school we are striving to keep cohorts (year groups) of
students together as much as possible throughout the day.
This will be managed differently in both the Junior School and
Secondary School. Separate information will be/ has been sent
out from Mr Brooker for the Junior School and Mr Heath and
Mr Mayrhofer for the Secondary School.

He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my
refuge and fortress, my God, in whom I
trust.”
Psalm 91: 1-2

Unfortunately, as students start to return to school, parents will
remain unable to be on the school site and need to remain in
their cars for pick-up and drop-off. We are hopeful that as the
term progresses this restriction will be lifted particularly as the
end of the year approaches and we seek to put on all of the
end of year assemblies and activities, probably in a modified
form. I will keep you updated as more information is forth
coming.
In other news, I am pleased to let you know that Mrs Emma
Wynne-Jones is now remaining on as our Head of the English
Department in the Secondary School. This is very pleasing as
Emma is a wonderfully gifted educator and a great leader of
the Secondary English team.
In addition to all that is happening in our transition back
to face-to-face learning, we also have our International
Baccalaureate Review from the 27th – 29th October. There are
six reviewers conducting the review remotely for all three of
our IB Programmes; Primary Years Programme, Middle Years
Programme and Diploma Programme. This review is a very
extensive process and occurs every five years.
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From the
School Chaplains

Building Spiritual Muscle with the Psalms
Greetings St Paul’s!
It seems to me that some of the big winners emerging from lockdown are the variety of online fitness workout providers! I’ve
found that I’m seeing Peloton and the like everywhere from TV advertisements to friends completing Peloton challenges as they
flex their fitness in the ‘home gym’! Imagine the amazing fitness-giants we’ll be seeing when we all get back together at school!
Mr Steele-Smith likes to run. Recently (as he was telling this story you could hear his love for running gushing out), during the
warmer days of the holidays, he decided to go for a long run to begin acclimatising to the warmer weather. This way his body
will be trained up to the really warmer weather when it comes more consistently this summer, and he can run longer and, more
importantly, endure the harsher conditions to complete the crazy amount of Strava challenges and records he achieves.
At school this term we as a staff are reading and thinking about the Psalms. The Psalms, the song-book of the Bible, offers up
a variety of different songs and prayers, from those that tend to lift us up in praise to God, to those that give us a language
to express our hardships and grievances. Sometimes it just might be that the psalm we’re reading today really speaks to our
personal circumstances, while on another day it misses the mark. This is particularly the case with the psalms of lament (because,
not every day feels like psalm 88, right?).
Nevertheless, what the psalms provide for us when life is good and positive and going well is the building of spiritual muscle.
That is, they teach us important truths about God and about us and about life, so that when the time comes when we need to flex
and keep running, or when the ‘heat’ comes, we can continue to trust and rest on his goodness, mercy and grace.
Mr Steele-Smith recently reminded us, from Psalm 16, that God is a refuge for us in times of trouble, that goodness flows from
Him, that his power makes Him unshakable, and that he is the God of resurrection who guarantees our souls in this life, and
beyond into eternity.
All these great truths about God are easy to pronounce and trust when life is easy, harder when the blow-torch of life come
upon us. And that’s why reading the Psalms (if not, all of the Scripture!) helps us develop our spiritual muscle so that it’s easier to
continue to trust in God when life isn’t going our way.

I found a new podcast over the holidays! If you’re into 3-4 minute podcasts, I can recommend
this one dedicated to the Psalms: In the Lord I Take Refuge. Literally, a psalm a day, in a couple
of minutes, with a super-brief devotion. (Find it on your chosen pod-platform)

We’re super excited to be able to see our students and fellow staff as we all begin coming back to school! Schools just aren’t the
same without our community learning together. We thank God that some of us can begin to meet, and we’re praying for those
of us who can’t quite yet, and that all people in our community can continue to be blessed by our unshakably good refuge, God
(not just the Saints Café), no matter if we’re sick or unwell, onsite or off-site, vaccinated or not.
Let me encourage you to read the psalms with us this term. For now though, let me leave with these words from Psalm 16:1-2 “Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord, apart from you I have no good thing.” We
thank God for the good thing of St Paul’s, and for you, our St Paul’s community, who we wouldn’t have if not for our good God.
God bless. Hope to see you soon.
Matt Palmer
Senior Chaplain
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From the Head
of Junior School

Welcome Back to Term 4
I would like to welcome all families back to Term 4.
This term will certainly look different to any other term we have
had before but I am confident that the measures we have put
in place (as outlined in my recent email) to facilitate the return
to face-to-face learning, as well as look after staff and families
alike, will hold us in good stead as the term progresses.
We will continue to monitor the advice of NSW Health and
Government and advise families of any changes accordingly.
I take great heart in the passage below. It reminds us that
we can place our trust and hope in God because he is the
Lord and Creator. Our hope in Him gives us strength. Be
encouraged in these uncertain times as we look to Him.

Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:28-31
Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
Above: Photos from Book Week last Term
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Welcome to Term 4!
We welcome students and families into a new term, excited that remote learning is coming to an end.
Year 12 students can return to school from Monday, 18th October. We are running limited classes for HSC students during this
week. All other Year groups return from Monday, 25th October.

Year 12 Update
Year 12 final exams are proceeding in Term 4.
HSC examinations have been moved back to commence on Tuesday, 9th November. Students are able to access their
personalised timetables through their NESA students online account. Due to the delay of the HSC by nearly a month, we began
running limited classes for HSC students last week, focussing on final examination preparation. These will continue at school from
18th - 29th October.
IB Diploma examinations cannot be moved and are scheduled to commence on Monday, 25th October. Students have been
provided with personalised copies of their exam timetable. Generalised timetables are available on my.stpauls. Most final exams
will commence at 9:25am or 1:55pm, regardless of the course of study.
Year 12 students will be kept separate at school from other Year groups that are currently scheduled to return before their exams
conclude. The Secondary School library will be kept as a Year 12 bubble, separate from other students until the conclusion of
exams.
We continue to encourage all Year 12 students to ensure that they:

•
•
•
•

Complete course requirements in all subjects.
Revise their work to ensure that they remember what has been covered.
Focus on understanding content ahead of simply recalling information.
Practise past examinations – links to past examinations may be found on the Learning Services my.stpauls page.

•
•

Past HSC examinations may be found here.
Past IB Diploma examinations may be found in an exam folder on this page.

Educational Access Scheme (EAS) for Disrupted
Schooling
Each year UAC opens a process by which students whose schooling has been affected by situations beyond their
control may apply for special consideration.
Factors considered are:
• Disrupted schooling
• Financial hardship
• Severe family disruption
• Excessive family responsibilities

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 80

4

From the Director of
Learning Services Continued

• English language difficulty
• Personal illness/disability
• Refugee status
• School environment
The scheme does not apply to general COVID-19 related impact, which is being dealt with holistically by NESA and the IB
Organization.
Students or families who believe that they may be eligible for an aspect of the Educational Access Scheme are strongly
encouraged to speak with me to allow me to guide, advise and support applications. Such discussions are always treated strictly
confidentially.
Further information regarding EAS may be found here.
EAS applications for the December round of offers close on 28th November.

Year 11 Update
Year 11 reports are planned to be completed in the next week and supplied to families electronically in the first
instance, with physical copies to follow.
Unlike previous years, these reports will not indicate an examination mark or rank since the yearly exams could not be conducted.
They will report assessment rank and semester band for the HSC and semester grade for the IB in each subject.

Year 11 HSC Subject Selection as Students Enter Year
12
Year 11 HSC students should also be considering if they wish to review their subject selection for Year 12
(which commences in Term 4).
Year 11 HSC students are required to maintain at least 12 units of study but can reduce this to a minimum of at least 10 units as
they enter Year 12. These students could refine their study selection for Year 12 by removing a subject if desired and/or picking
up an extension subject in Year 12.
Extension subjects are available in:
• English (to continue extension 1 and if desired pick-up extension 2)
• History (to pick up extension History if continuing with Ancient and/or Modern History)
• Languages (to study a language at further depth if continuing Language studies)
• Mathematics (to continue extension 1 and if desired pick-up extension 2)
• Music (to study Music at further depth if continuing with Music II)
• Science (to study the overarching approaches to Science if continuing a Science subject)
Students should discuss with teachers if an extension subject is something they should consider and try it out before considering
letting go of another subject.

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 80

5

From the Director of
Learning Services Continued

Return to Secondary School for Years 7-11
25th October
Secondary school classes will resume physically in the classroom on Monday, 25th October. Detailed advice will
be provided to parents and students regarding the details around the return to school in coming days.
Remote lessons will cease as students return to school physically.
Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any of this information.
Mr Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
antony.mayrhofer@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

Welcome Back to Term 4.
I am certainly very glad to be preparing to welcome all our Secondary School students back to the St Paul’s
campus.
While implementing a cohort-based model will mean that some of our day-to-day operations look quite different, it will be great
to have students back to commence re-establishing the connections and strong sense of community that characterises St Paul’s.
That sense of community was evident on the final day of last term when I was joined by the six Heads of House and other
members of the school’s executive to conduct a drive-through style event for our Year 12 students to commemorate the day that
would normally see us host a large number of Graduation events.
A stunning spring day saw our students drive onto campus where they were greeted by a driveway lined with St Paul’s coloured
balloons and our very own ‘car sales yard’ type of blow-up person who danced in the breeze. Students remained in the cars which
were stopped side-by-side in parallel lines while in the tear-drop area near the administration block. This allowed students to
wind down their windows and chat to each other while enjoying the sounds of a custom-made graduation soundtrack to mark the
occasion. The charismatic Mr Horan then announced each individual graduating Year 12 student, asking them to drive forward
and stop initially at their Head of House who presented them with their individual gift bags through the car windows. Students
then proceeded to make another four stops where a member of the executive walked forward to present them with an additional
gift and congratulate them on graduating. Thus the line of graduating students drove through on-masse experiencing, as much
as possible, a form of graduation from school on the traditional graduation day.
It was tremendous to see our Year 12 students come together even in this modified form. The singing and semi-dancing behind
the steering wheels and the joyous looks on the students’ faces indicated that they enjoyed this unique type of graduation
celebration in these unusual times. It is not planned that this will be the only chance the Year 12 students get to celebrate, as
we are hoping to undertake some of the more conventional graduation events at the end of the year once all examinations are
completed.
Philip Heath
Director of Students and Family Services

This is ‘Kiss the Rain’ performed
by Erin (Year 11).
As part of her CAS project, Erin
was planning to play her violin
for residents at a nursing home.
However, because of COVID-19,
she wasn’t able to do this. Not to
be deterred, she decided to make
recordings of herself playing the
violin and set them to relaxing
backgrounds.
She then put her work on youtube
so that the nursing home staff
could access it easily and play her
recordings for residents.
Beautiful music and a wonderful
idea! Click the image to go to
YouTube.
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From the Dance Academy

Welcome to the Dance Academy in Term 4!
We hope everyone had a nice break away from the screen in the holidays and are looking forward to getting
moving and dancing!

Online Dance Workshop
We are looking forward to students returning to school and continue to investigate opportunities for students to
return to dance classes. But for now, we are so lucky to have access to professionals online, so be sure to book in!
Our Jazz Workshop with Jay Johns has been rescheduled to Monday, 18th October 4-5pm.
All Secondary School students are welcome! Register ASAP, details below:
Monday, 18th October 4:00pm-5:00pm
Secondary School Dance Academy
Jazz with Jay Johns

For more information contact Miss Annie Post, Visual Arts and
Performing Arts Assistant at annie.post@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
Deadline: Saturday 16th October 5pm

$10 per student
Visit the following link to register:
Online Jazz Workshop Registration

A Little Insight Into Our Guest Workshop Teacher
Jay Johns
Jay is thrilled to be making his Musical Theatre debut in Dolly Parton’s 9
to 5 the Musical with the Gordon Frost Organisation in 2022!
Born and raised in Sydney, Jay is best known for his achievements on So
You Think You Can Dance Australia Season 4, making the Top 4 Final.
After graduating from ED5 International with a Diploma of Performing
Arts, Jay has performed around Australia and internationally with the
G.E.M XXX World Tour, Royal Caribbean’s “Brilliance of the Seas”, The
X-Factor, The Voice, Mickey’s Christmas Big Band at Disneyland Paris,
Peter Pan for Bonnie Lythgoe Productions and the role of Slap in Hot
Shoe Shuffle for Birdie Productions. A regular performer for Opera
Australia, he has appeared in their productions of Carmen, Turandot, The
Eighth Wonder, Love for Three Oranges and Simon Boccanegra.
On the screen, Jay’s television credits include Wakefield, Love Child,
Doom 3, Tough Nuts and Behind Mansion Walls and various commercials.
Jay is also a passionate dance teacher and loves sharing his knowledge
and experience with his students.
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From the Dance Academy
Continued

Dance Academy Video Library
The Dance Academy Video Library is still available for purchase.
If you’re keen to learn dance, but not able to commit to regular set lesson times, why not get access to the Video Library? Over
50 hours of dance for $50 per family purchase.
Purchase access here.
For more information contact Miss Annie Post, Visual Arts and Performing Arts Assistant at annie.post@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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From the Music Academy

Curriculum Music
Year 12 Music
Congratulations to our Year 12 students! They have all done a spectacular job and have wrapped up their assessments! At the
end of Term 3, we had a fantastic opportunity to film three of our vocal music students – Lauren, Grace, and Juliette. Click here
for a sample of what we got up to on our filming day and listen to Lauren Hogan perform Strong by London Grammar.
Congratulations to all of our Year 12 Music students!

Grace Heckenberg

Juliette Ruming

Music Academy (Conservatorium and Ensemble)
Returning to School
With students set to return to school next week, there may be many questions surrounding our music programme. Please be
advised that, due to the NSW Public Health Order requirements and restrictions, the restrictions listed below have been put in
place and we have advised all our music tutors of these as well.

•
•

All Music Academy Conservatorium voice lessons will not be able to take place face-to-face at St Paul’s.

•

Excluding voice lessons, Music Academy Conservatorium lessons for Secondary School students can go ahead on
campus during the school day face-to-face (following the usual COVID-19 protocols including double signing in, physical
distancing, mask wearing when appropriate, personal hygiene practices, not attending when COVID-19 symptoms are
present etc.).

•

All Music Academy Ensembles are not permitted to rehearse.

As a result of the requirement to reduce interaction between year cohorts and even amongst adults, all Music Academy
Conservatorium lessons for Junior School students will not be able to take place on campus online/remotely or faceto-face when students return to school. We have been advised that Junior School students will not be issued homework.
Therefore, students are likely to have more time once they get home from school and on the weekends when they could be
available for remote/online music lessons.
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From the Music Academy
Continued

'Thank You' Project
The St Paul's Music Academy is excited by the progress of the
‘Thank You’ project.
We have had over 60 students and teachers involved with the Music
Academy Ensembles programme sign up to be a part of it. The song we
will be performing is ‘Good Job’ composed by Alicia Keys, Swizz Beatz and
The-Dream, and will celebrate our St Paul’s community and thank those people who have been doing such a good job during this
difficult time.
Each student and teacher will be submitting a video of themselves singing their vocal part. Once the videos have all been
submitted, our audio and visual guru, Mr Freeland, will arrange them into a single video that we cannot wait to share with you all!
If you are part of the project, and have not yet submitted your video, don’t forget! The submission deadline is today, Friday
15th October! Junior School students must submit their videos through their Seesaw pages, and teachers and Secondary School
students must submit through the Thank You project my.stpauls page here.

Conservatorium Concert Term 4

While COVID-19 restrictions prevent us from having our traditional Conservatorium Concerts this term, we want to celebrate
the accomplishments of all our students who have been part of the Conservatorium this year. As such, we’re creating a virtual
concert!
All Conservatorium students are invited to submit a video recording of themselves performing one piece that they have
been working on this year. These videos will be due no later than Friday, 5th November, and a virtual concert video for both
the instrumental students and the vocal students, will be available on Wednesday, 10th November via the Music Academy
my.stpauls page.
Keep an eye on the Music Academy page for more information, or email VAPA assistant Annie Post at
annie.post@stpauls.nsw.edu.au if you have any questions.
Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
02 4776 4846
cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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School Travel for 2022

2022 school travel applications are now open
Students who need a School Opal card or travel pass for 2022 can apply now. A new
application will need to be submitted if they are applying for a school travel pass for
the first time, or if they are requesting an additional travel entitlement as a result of a
new shared parental responsibility situation (e.g. joint custody).
Students who change address, school, campus location, or who have repeated a year
or received an expiry notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel
entitlement should renew or update their details before the end of term 4. This will
ensure that schools can endorse applications and current entitlements are updated
and remain valid. School Opal card holders will have the changes applied to their
existing card.
If a student’s distance eligibility has changed based on their grade the system will
automatically update their entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not
meet the new eligibility criteria, they will receive an expiry notification via email.
Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition that is due to
expire will receive a notification advising them to re-apply.
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.
Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass)
for the first time will receive their Student Opal card at their nominated postal
address. Cards will be mailed out from January 2022.
Students living in rural and regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at
the start of the new school year from their nominated transport operator. It may
come via the school or be sent directly to them at home. Note: some R&R operators
do not issue travel passes. Students/parents should confirm with their nominated
operator if they do not receive a pass.

School Student Transport Scheme site change
On 1 October 2021 the School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) information
and application portal was moved to transportnsw.info. This will assist families
to find all their travel information in the one place.

Travel from Term 1 2022
We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use
and has a valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card
(within Greater Sydney) or a School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the start
of the school year.
Applications for the School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) open at the start of Term
4 2021 for travel in 2022, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be
ready for the start of the new school year.
Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue
travelling on their existing card each year.
The start of the year is a difficult period for local bus operators, and students travelling
without a valid ticket make service planning and operations increasingly difficult.
We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean
they may not have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal
network, we strongly encourage these families to have their children travel on a
Child/Youth Opal card until they receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater
Sydney, parents should contact their local bus operator to discuss their travel needs.
Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school
year, and will ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support
our operators we encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, from
the start of the school year.
Please also remember that students using Opal cards must tap on and tap off in line
with the Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use.

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/travel-info/using-public-transport/school-travel
Enquiries can be submitted at transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback
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