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From the Principal
This week has seen our Year 12 IB students complete
their final examinations and our Year 12 HSC
students commence theirs.

Presentation Assemblies are currently being finalised and will
be sent out shortly. Unfortunately, this year we will be unable
to have the Presentation Evening Assembly or the Christmas
Celebration event due to number restrictions in The Centre.

We are so very proud of the achievements and resilience of our
Year 12 students as they have navigated the final two years of
schooling, through very uncertain and difficult circumstances.
Our thoughts and prayers remain with these students as they
complete their final examinations over the next few weeks.

It is pleasing that we will be able to welcome parents back
on site so we can celebrate and acknowledge the significant
achievements of all our students in what has been a very
unusual and complex year.

We are currently planning the details of what is looking like a
very busy last two days of the school year. The latest advice
is that schools can conduct graduations and presentation
assemblies from 1st December. This gives us two days before
the students break for the year. At this stage, the general plan
is:
1st December

•
•
•
•

Year 6 Graduation

"Lord you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations. Before the
mountains were born or you brought forth
the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God." Psalm 90: 1-2

Junior School Presentation Assemblies
Year 6 Dinner
Year 10 Formal

2nd December

•
•
•

Year 12 Graduation
Secondary School Presentation Assemblies
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

Due to the unpredictable weather and the fact there will need
to be a number of assemblies on each day, we are planning on
hosting the graduations and assemblies in The Centre. Parents
and guests will be permitted to attend if they are vaccinated
but there will be limits on the number of parents/guests
attending for each student to ensure that we stay within the
one person per two square metre rule. We are also planning
to live stream the events for those who are unable to attend in
person.
More detailed information and Trybooking links have already
been distributed for the Year 6 Dinner, Year 10 Formal and
Year 12 Valedictory events. Timings for the Graduations and

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 82

Ian Wake
Principal

CRICOS 02267A

1

From the
School Chaplains

Christmas Greetings St Paul’s!
So I was driving down Castlereagh Road the other day and noticed a giant reindeer by the side of the road in
front of a factory! Then my eyes caught the massive Santa Clause clinging to the factory’s giant chimney!
For many kids, Santa is the real star of Christmas. It’s mostly the presents, but also the sense of magic that you get from someone
who magically traverses the world in one night, eats a planet’s worth of cookies and somehow brings all the gifts according to his
omniscient sense of both what we want and the measure of our behaviour over a year.
Is believing in Jesus just like that?
Historians outside the Bible and the gospel writers seem to think so. Matthew thinks it’s pretty important to include Jesus’
genealogy (Matthew 1). Luke wants us to see Jesus birth grounded in the historical movers and shakers of the time
(Luke 2:1-2). Even if we exclude the evidence of the gospels, Jesus was undoubtedly a real person in history and his birth, life,
death and resurrection undeniably changed the world.
And if he was real then, he’s real now.
We’ve observed Remembrance Day this week, to remember those who have given their lives in military service. I often imagine
what it would have been like as a soldier finally finishing the war on the 11th November, 1918. Having fought in a long war
these soldiers would have experienced Christmas after Christmas is very unfamiliar ways. For them, the promise of a "normal"
Christmas was only another six weeks away.
While we can’t hold our "normal" annual Christmas Chapel service or Christmas Celebration this year at St Paul's, we look
forward to finding new was to celebrate and remember the reality of Jesus' birth! Be on the lookout as we seek to end this
difficult year celebrating the unshakable things that cannot be undone by lockdowns and viruses – an everpresent and real Lord
Jesus in whom we may find a certain hope, who first came at Christmas.
Today, students in House groups in the Secondary School were building their House Christmas trees! It’s beginning to look a lot
like…
Ho-ho-ho. See you soon.
Matt Palmer
Senior Chaplain
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From the Head
of Junior School

Staffing Update 2022
By now families in the Junior School have heard the news that Mrs Newton will be leaving St Paul's at the end of
2021 to take up the appointment as Head of Junior School at Blue Mountains Grammar School
Mrs Newton has taught at St Paul’s for the last eight years, fulfilling a variety of roles including Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten
Teacher, Grade Leader and more recently as Deputy Head of Junior School (Welfare and Organisation).
We have been blessed to have someone so able to manage the day-to-day running of the Junior School and coordinate the
pastoral care of our students. One of the key initiatives that she led was in developing play based activities in the playground.
The inclusion of creative and imaginative play activities has enhanced the programmes of the school. I wish her well with her
appointment at Blue Mountains Grammar School and look forward to an ongoing connection between our schools.
Mrs McHattan has been appointed as Grade Leader in the Junior School. She has made a significant contribution in the short
time she has been here and will commence in her role in 2022. Please join me in congratulating her.
Ian Brooker
Head of Junior School
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From the Director of
Learning Services

Face-to-Face Learning Continues!
It has been great to see students back in classes for another fortnight of face-to-face learning. Students and
teachers continue to manage with the COVID-safe settings that are required for schools.
Teachers have been keen to ensure that lessons are as ‘hands-on’ as possible and as I have visited classes around the Secondary
School it has been clear that students have been enjoying their learning. I congratulate students for their understanding in
wearing masks and maintaining social distancing.

Year 12 Update – HSC Examinations Begin and
IB Diploma Finishes
HSC examinations commenced this week in the Secondary School Hall and surrounding rooms.
Students appeared relieved to finally be able to start the HSC examinations after the delay. Most HSC examinations commence at
9:25am or 1:55pm.
IB Diploma examinations finished this week with students glad they have completed their final assessments.

Educational Access Scheme (EAS) for Disrupted
Schooling – Last Call
Each year UAC opens a process by which students whose schooling has been affected by situations beyond their
control may apply for special consideration.
Factors considered are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Disrupted schooling
Financial hardship
Severe family disruption
Excessive family responsibilities
English language difficulty
Personal illness/disability
Refugee status
School environment

The scheme does not apply to general COVID-19 related impact, which is being dealt with holistically by NESA and the IB
Organization.
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From the Director of
Learning Services Continued

Students or families who believe that they may be eligible for an aspect of the Educational Access Scheme are strongly
encouraged to speak with me to allow me to guide, advise and support applications. Such discussions are always treated strictly
confidentially.
Further information regarding EAS may be found here.
EAS applications for the December round of offers close on 28th November.

Year 11 Update
Year 11 reports have been sent home within the last fortnight physically and are also available on my.stpauls for
students and parents to view or download.
Year 11 students have now commenced their final year of study at school. We encourage parents and students to carefully read
the comments made by teachers in the reports and to set goals for personal focus during the remaining time this year and in
preparation for 2022.

Year 11 HSC Subject Selection as Students Enter
Year 12
Year 11 HSC students should also be finalising decisions if they wish to review their subject selection for Year
12 (which commenced in Term 4).
Year 11 HSC students are required to maintain at least twelve units of study but can reduce this to a minimum of at least ten units
as they enter Year 12. These students could refine their study selection for Year 12 by removing a subject if desired and/or picking
up an extension subject in Year 12.
Extension subjects are available in:

•
•
•
•
•
•

English (to continue Extension 1 and if desired pick-up Extension 2)
History (to pick up Extension History if continuing with Ancient and/or Modern History)
Languages (to study a language at further depth if continuing Language studies)
Mathematics (to continue Extension 1 and if desired pick-up Extension 2)
Music (to study Music at further depth if continuing with Music II)
Science (to study the overarching approaches to Science if continuing a Science subject).

Students should discuss with teachers if an extension subject is something they should consider and try it out before considering
letting go of another subject. They should also discuss these options with parents and myself.
Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any of this information.
Mr Antony Mayrhofer
Director of Learning Services
antony.mayrhofer@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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From the Director of
Students and Family Services

Flexibility and Grace
The Year-based grouping method of organising the school continues to go smoothly, with most of our students
coping well with this new routine.
The current period of wet weather has certainly made break times more challenging but, as usual, our students are showing great
flexibility when the weather has resulted in some last minute changes to playground areas for various year groups.
The need for additional flexibility and the extending of grace towards others is something that I wish to encourage in all our
students as we try to get used to this temporary “new normal” so close to the end of the year. We can never be sure how those in
our community are being impacted by the many new ways of doing things we are all becoming accustomed to, so it is important
that we take this into consideration.
One area that we can improve in these last few weeks of the year is students remembering to bring a mask to school each day.
After doing brilliantly in the first week there has been an increase in the number of students forgetting to bring a mask. One idea
that may help is to place a weeks’ worth of masks in a student’s school bag on a Sunday or Monday.
The recent easing of some restrictions has meant that we will be able to hold some of our end-of-year celebration events, in
slightly modified ways, during these last few weeks. One of the first of these is the Year 7 Orientation Programme. We are looking
forward to hosting both our existing and incoming students to help facilitate their smooth transition into Secondary School next
year.
Philip Heath
Director of Students and Family Services

Sporting Excellence
Congratulations to our graduating Year 12 student, Bridie Murphy, who is
off to College in the USA next year!
Bridie has received a full Athletic Scholarship for Softball at Ball State
University in Indiana. BSU is an NCAA Division 1 college. Bridie will
commence in the Fall Semester (August) 2022 and her plan is to study a
Bachelor of Biology, majoring in Zoology or Wildlife Management.
Bridie and the Murphy family have had a huge impact on Softball at
St Paul’s and this fantastic achievement is greatly deserved. Well done
Bridie!
Current St Paul’s Year 12 student, Rose, is off to New York for Basketball
next year!
Rose was scouted by Fordham University and will attend there on a
Basketball scholarship based on her outstanding performance and
achievements in Basketball.
Congratulations Rose!

Revelations - St Paul’s Fortnightly Newsletter. Issue No. 82

6

From the Dance Academy

Musical Auditions!
Thoroughly Modern Millie needs DANCERS!
We are so excited for our 2022 Senior Musical. We need a strong group of featured dancers and dance ensemble to audition!
Set in the Roaring 20s, the dance choreography is high energy 1920s jazz style including flapper favourites the Charleston, the
lindy hop, and plenty of glitz and glamour. This show is known for it’s big flashy dance numbers, so if you are in Years 9-12 in 2022,
we need you!
Visit the my.stpauls - Musical 2022 page to register and audition. Submissions close 15th November so don’t miss out on this
fantastic opportunity to perform as part of your Senior School!
For more information contact Miss Annie Post, Visual Arts and Performing Arts Assistant.
Lauren Cullimore
Dance Academy Coordinator
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From the Dance Academy
Continued

From the Students of the Dance Academy
Hear from some of our Dance students about what they are looking forward to in the Dance Academy in 2022....

“I absolutely adore being apart of the St Paul’s Dance Academy. I
love that it caters to the strengths of each individual and provides
an environment that enables its students to gain confidence and
feel comfortable while advancing their skills. My time in the Dance
Academy has enabled me to express myself while doing what I'm
passionate about. The teachers and staff are so supportive and help
me grow and thrive as not only a dancer but also a person. I can't
wait to start performing with all my friends again in both Ricochet
and Sojourn as well as to be back learning in a dance classroom
environment.”
Anastacia Whalen
Year 8

“I love being apart of the St Paul's Dance Academy and becoming
a better dancer while having fun with my friends and doing what I
love. I am really looking forward to returning to dance classes and
performing at Ricochet again and Sojourn for the first time!”
Elizabeth Deters-Horan
Year 7

“I love being a part of the Dance Academy and learning different
styles of dance and new skills each week. I can't wait to get back
into it next year and perform again.”
Corinda Mavin
Year 9
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From the Music Academy

Music Academy
(Conservatorium and Ensembles)
Health Order Restrictions
Health Order restrictions eased on Monday, 8th November to allow non vocal/wind instrumental
lessons to proceed face-to-face on campus. Voice and wind instrumental lessons will continue
online until further easing of restrictions are announced. Music Academy Ensembles will
recommence in 2022.

Updated Terms and Conditions for Conservatorium and Ensembles
Please be advised that the terms and conditions for Conservatorium lessons and Ensembles memberships have recently been
updated and will be implemented in 2022. Details and a copy of the terms and conditions can be found here on the Music
Academy my.stpauls page.

Virtual Conservatorium Concert Term 4
Congratulations to all students who participated in our virtual Conservatorium Concert this week. Students provided videos of
their performances which were compiled into an online concert format. The performances were launched on Wednesday and are
available here.
Here is a selection of performers from the event:

William Orde

Kimmy Liu

Lexi Calleja

Elizabeth Drayton

Bruno Waters

Cathy Jarman
Coordinator of Music
02 4776 4846
cathy.jarman@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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Senior Musical 2022

Senior Musical 2022
St Paul’s is thrilled to announce that we will be presenting
"Thoroughly Modern Millie" in 2022.
“The winner of six Tony Awards, including Best Musical, Thoroughly Modern
Millie was the 2002 season's most awarded new show on Broadway! Based on the
1967 Academy Award-winning film, Thoroughly Modern Millie takes you back to
the height of the Jazz Age in New York City, when "moderns," including a flapper
named Millie Dillmount, were bobbing their hair, raising their hemlines, entering
the workforce and rewriting the rules of love. This high-spirited musical romp is a
delightful valentine to the long-standing spirit of New York City and the people
who seek to discover themselves there."
Thoroughly Modern Millie | Music Theatre International (mtishows.com)

Call for
Auditions!
All students in Years 10 to 12 in
2022 are invited to audition.
Audition instructions and materials can
be found on the Musical 2022 page on
mystpauls.
For more information, please contact
VAPA Assistant Ms Annie Post.

Please note, there will be a full
Secondary School musical to follow in
2023. Thoroughly Modern Millie is only
open to students in years 10 to 12 due to
the short timeframe and to ensure that
we can provide a musical experience for
our students who will be finishing with us
in 2022.
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Local Church News

TOMS Anglican Church has RETURNED to
physically meeting together at Church on Sundays!!
Time: 10AM and 6PM Services.
Zoom will also be available at 10am for those who cannot make it face to face:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87550313188 . (No need to download an app, just click on the link).
Please note COVID Safe restrictions will still apply at this time, some of which are:
•

Wearing of Masks inside church

•

Record keeping for contact tracing

•

Social distancing

Looking forward to praying and worshipping our awesome God together with you at 29 Callisto Drive Cranebrook.
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p. 02 4777 4888 e. info@stpauls.nsw.edu.au
w. stpauls.nsw.edu.au
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